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AUTHOR'S  preface:. 


TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Iv  prcst^ntins:  the  following  narrative  to  the  American  People,  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Author,  to  present  facts,  and  only  facts.  lie  does  not  pretend 
to  be  personally  acquainted  witli  all  the  particulars  written  in  the  following 
account,  or  with  but  few  of  tliqui,  except  those  which  took  place  from  the  4tlt 
of  April,  1838;  but  he  has  documents  on  hand,  from  those  who  were  eye- 
witnesses to  the  whole  scene,  from  tlic  commencement  in  Jackson  County, 
until  the  close. 

From  these  documents,  the  greater  part  of  wliich,  have  been  attested  under 
oath;  and  the  remainder  will  be,  as  soon  as  the  writers  are  called  on  for  it, 
that  the  public  may  rely  on  its  truth.  It  is  only  an  extract  from  those  dflco- 
nicnts,  and  a  limited  one  too:  If  all  the  account  had  been  detailed  in  full^  it 
would  have  made  this  a  large  volume. 

The  Author  was  induced  to  undertake  this  work,  on  account  of  the  many 
inquiries  which  were  made,  and  the  many  false  reports  which  had  been  put  in 
circulation,  about  our  persecutions  in  iMissouri. 

It  is  now  presented  to  the  pul>lic,  daitiiing  no  merit  but  truth;  but 
should  it  disabuse  tbe  pid)!ic  mind,  and  give  it  a  fair  understanding  of 
the  niatiers  an<l  things  tlicrein  contained,  and  gratify  the  inquirer,  the 
Author  will  have  accoinjilished  his  objrct. 

The  work  is,  therefore,  submittoil  to  the  jiublie,  by  Ihcir  humble  ser- 
vant, 

TIJE  AUTHOR. 


At  a  conference  of  (he  Church  of  f/itter  Day  Saint?,  licM  iir  Quincy,  IUt- 
nois,  on  Friday,  the  first  day  of  November,  1839,  the  Manuscript  of  the 
following  History  of  said  Church  was  re;i(l  and  approved  of,  and  was 
duly  authorized  by  a  vote  of  said  ( 'onl'eroiicc,  t  .  be  ijubiislicd. 

JUSKIM/  SMITH,  Jr..)   „       t    i     r 
SIDNFV  KICDON,      (  Presidents  of 
HYRUM  SMPriJ,        S  ^"'dChurch. 
Attest,  ' 

Geoiige  W,  Robinson,  Clerk. 


PUBLISHER'S  PREFACE 


TO    THE    SECOND    EDITION. 


Messrs.  H3'de  and  Page,  ministers  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter  Day  Saints,  dulj  appointed  and  set  apart  as  missionaries  to  the 
Jews,  to  visit  the  cities  of  Lontlon,  Amsterdam,  Constantinople  and  Jeru- 
salem, have  obtained  permission  from  the  authority  of  the  church  to  pub- 
lish a  second  edition  of  this  work,  for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  the  pub- 
lic more  extensively  with  the  sufferings  and  extreme  pei-Secntions  of  the 
saints  in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  also  to  raise  funds  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  this  mission  to  that  long  dispersed  and  much  abused  and  afllicted 
people,  the  Jews.  It  has  been  the  misfortune  of  Mr.  Page  to  lose  a  wife 
and  two  children  in  Missouri,  whom  he  considers  martyrs  to  the  cause  of 
our'1-/ord  Jesus  Christ,  It  was  through  extreme  fatigue,  occasioned  by 
the  soldiers  of  the  Missouri  mob,  that  they  were  taken  ill,  and  being  al- 
lowed nothing  for  nourishment  more  delicate  than  corn  beaten  in  a  mor 
tar,  from  which  a  kind  of  bread  was  made.  Thus,  being  prohibited  by  the 
guards  from  obtaining  anything  else  for  their  comfort,  they  literally  per- 
ished. At  this  time,  Mr.  P.  was  separated  from  his  wife  and  under  a 
strong  guard  of  soldiers  also,  and  when  the  news  came  to  him  that  his 
wife  and  children  were  dying,  he  plead  with  the  officers  for  the  privilege 
of  going  to  take  the  last  flirewell  of  his  dying  family  ;  but  Ihey  utterly  re- 
fused to  grant  him  this  favor.  After  they  were  dead,  he  did,  through  much 
intercession,  obtain  liberty  to  go  and  pay  his  last  respect  to  them,  by  in- 
terring them  all  in  one  grave.  He,  also,  had  the  painful  task  to  perform 
of  burying  brother  Gary,  whose  skull  was  broken  by  a  blow  from  tiie 
breach  of  a  gun.  after  he  had  been  taken  a  prisoner  by  the  mob.  They, 
justified  themselves  in  tliis  barbarous  act  by  saying,  "He  is  a  d d  Mor- 
mon." 

The  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  this  mission,  are  quite  peculiar. 
Something  near  eight  years  ago,  Joseph  Smith  junr.,  a  prophet  and  servant 
of  the  most  High  God,  did  predict  upon  the  head  of  one  of  ihe  publishers 
of  this  work,  viz :  Mr.  Hyde,  that  he  should  yet  go  to  the  city  of  Jerusalem 
and  be  a  watchman  unto  the  house  of  Israel,  and  perform  a  work  there 
which  would  greatly  facilitate  the  gathering  together  of  that  people;  the 
particulars  of  which,  it  is  not  necessary  i:>  mention  here,  i^ear  after 
year  has  passed  away  since  that  period,  and  my  labors,  in  the  ministry, 
have  been  confined  to  the  gentiles  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  in  (he 
early  part  of  March  last,  1  retired  to  my  bed  one  evening,  as  usual,  and 
while  contemjilating  and  inquiring  out,  in  my  own  mind,  the  field  of  iny 
ministereal  labors  for  the  then  coming  season;  the  vision  of  the  Lord,  like 
clouds  of  light,  burst  in  my  view:  The  cities  of  London,  Amsterdam, 
('onstantinoplc  and  Jerusalem,  all  appeared  in  succession  before  me;  aud 
the  spirit  said   unto  me,  'Wlere  arc  many  of  the  children  of  Abraham 
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•whom  I  will  gather  to  the  land  that  I  gave  to  their  fathers;  and  here 
also  is  the  field  of  your  labors  By  a  strict  observance  of  the  movements 
of  the  Jews,  and  by  a  careful  examination  of  their  faith  relative  to  their 
expected  Messiah,  the  setting  up  of  the  kingdom  of  God  among  them, 
and  the  overthrow  of  the  present  kingdoms  and  governments  of  the  gen- 
tiles, will  serve  to  open  the  eyes  of  many  of  the  uncircumcised,  when  faith- 
fully laid  before  thera,  that  the  great  day  of  the  ,Lord  come  not  upon 
them  as  a  thief.  Take,  therefore,  proper  credentials  from  ray  people, 
3'our  brethren  ;  and  also  from  the  Governor  of  your  State,  with  the  seal  of 
authority  thereon,  and  go  je  forth  to  the  cities  which  have  been  shown 
unto  you,  and  declare  these  words  unto  Judah,  and  say,  'Blow  ye  the 
trumpet  in  the  land  :  cry,  gather  together;  and  say,  assemble  yourselves, 
and  let  >is  go  into  the  defenced  cities.  Let  the  standard  be  reared  to 
wards  Zion ,  retire  !  stay  not;  for  1  will  bring  evil  from  the  north  and  a 
great  destruction.  The  lion  is  come  up  from  his  thicket  and  the  destroy- 
er of  the  gentiles  is  on  his  way,  he  is  gone  forth  from  his  place  to  make 
thy  land  desolate,  and  thy  cities  shall  be  laid  waste  without  an  inhabi- 
tant.'— (See  Jer.  iv,,  5,  Gaiid  7.) — '  Speak  ye  comfortably  to^  Jerusalem, 
and  cry  unlo  her,  that  her  warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is 
pardoned,  for  she  hath  received  of  the  I^ord's  hand  double  for  all  her  sins.' 
— (See  Isa.  XL.,  2.) — Let  your  warning  voice  be  heard  among  the  gentiles 
as  you  pass ;  and  call  ye  upon  them  in  my  name  for  aid,  and  for  assistance- 
With  you,  it  matlereth  not  whether  it  be  little  or  much;  but  to  me  it  bc- 
longctFi,  to  show  favor  unto  him  who  showeth  f.ivor  unto  you.  Murmur 
not,  therefore,  neither  be  ye  sorrowful,  (hat  the  people  are  slow  to  hear 
your  petition;  but  do  as  has  been  told  you,  and  all  things  shall  work. to- 
gether for  your  good,  if  you  are  humble  and  keep  ray  commandments;  for 
it  must  needs  be  that  all  men  be  left  without  excuse,  that  a  righteous  ret- 
ribution may  be  awarded  to  all." 

i\Iaiiy  other  things  were  both  shown  and  told  me  in  the  vision,  which 
will  be  made  public  at  the  proper  time  and  places.  The  vision  continu- 
ed open  for  a  number  of  hours,  that  I  did  not  close  my  eyes  in  sleep. 
Eider  John  E.  Page  was  appointed  by  theconference,  in  April  last,  to  ac- 
company rae  on  this  mission.  We  arc,  therefore,  associated  together  in 
this  all-important  work.  We  have  left  our  friends  and  our  all  behind,  and 
took  not  the  first  dollar  from  home  \vith  us  to  expend  on  our  way,  neither 
two  coat<^.  In  this  situation,  we  left  our  honn's  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  on 
the  1.5th  day  of  April  last,  to  perform  a  journey  of  many  thousand  miles, 
both  by  sea  and  land,  and  among  Maiiometans,  Greeks  and  Arabians,  Jews 
and  C'liristians.  We  have,  by  thi'  grace  of  God,  come  as  far  as  this  city, 
Cincinnati,  on  our  journey ;  having  labored  faithfully  in  every  city  be- 
tween this  and  the  Mississijipi  river;  and  arc  now  ready  to  preach  in  thi* 
ciiy,  if  a  place  can  be  procured  for  that  purpose. 

W'c  have  put  down  the  price  of  this  little  work  to  twelve-and-a-half 
cents  prr  copy — a  fraction  above  the  actual  cost  by  the  thousand  copies. 
Our  o!)ject,  principally,  i=,  to  leave  a  copy  at  the  dwellings  and  shops  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  for  their  examirintion;  and  if  Ihey  should  feel  dis- 
posed to  patronize  this  mission,  after  ijeing  m;ide  acquainied  with  its  na- 
ture and  extent,  they  can  have  the  (jpportunity  of  doing  so  to  any  amount 
which  their  circumstances  niay  allow,  or  their  consciences  dictate,  at  the 
time  the  publi-hers  call  again,  a  day  or  two  hence.  But  should  they  not 
wish  to  purchase  the  book,  at  the  price  above  named,  or  patronize  our 
mission  at  all,  they  will  please  deliver  the  copy,  unsoiled  and  unbroken, 
when  called  u[ion  for  it.  Hut  we  believe  (hat  the  majority  of  professing 
chri-lians  f.-tl  a  deep  anxiety  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecies  in  the 
restoration  of  tiie  Jews  to  ihc  land  of  their  fathers.  We  do  thinkihat 
h  c  heart  of  every  gentleman  and  lady   that  lias  (he  fear  of  God  before 


their  eyes,  would  leap  for  joy  on  seeing  Jerusalem  rebuilt  by  the  Jews, 
and  their  ancient  order  of  worship  restored ;  for  it  would  be  ominous  of 
the  speedy  advent  of  the  Son  of  God,  by  whose  Almighty  power,  the  earth 
will  be  cleansed  and  purified,  and  creation  cease  to  groan.  Let  us, 
therefore,  tell  you,  that  you  now  have  an  opportunity  to  take  a  part  in 
this  glorious  work,  by  extending  the  helping  hand  to  those  messengers  who 
are  sent  by  the  express  appointment  of  Heaven  to  gather  in  the  dispersed 
of  Judah  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth ;  and  in  the  name  of  Israel's 
great  and  mighty  shepherd,  we  put  up  our  petition  to  you,  to  show  favor 
to  us  for  Judah's  sake.  We  assure  all  men  that  there  is  no  consideration 
of  an  earthly  kind,  that  could  induce  us  to  turn  our  backs  upon  the  plea- 
sures of  domestic  life — bid  farewell  to  our  own  native  country — encoun- 
ter the  dangers  of  the  watery  element — to  seek  friends  among  strangers, 
and  to  associate  ourselves  with  people  whose  language,  manners,  cus- 
toms, habits  and  religion,  are  entirely  dissimilar  to  our  own;  but  from  a 
conviction  of  duty,  of  the  strongest  kind — a  duty  which  we  owe  to  our 
follow-ruen,  and  to  our  God,  upon  whose  Almighty  arm,  alone,  we  rely 
for  protection.  A  consideration  of  these  things,  induces  us  to  go  forth, 
regardless  of  consequences,  armed  with  the  sword  of  the  spirit,  persuading 
all  men  everj"  where,  bothjJew  and  Greek,  bond  and  free,  noble  and  ignoble, 
rich  and  poor,  to  prepare  for  the  great  day  of  the  Lord  which  is  nigh  at 
hand. 

Letter  nf  commendation  from  the  Conference  at  Xauvoo^  to  Elders  Orson 

Hyde   and  John  E.  Page,  appointing  and  confirming  their  appointment 

to  the  ivork  ivhereunto  they  have  been  called. 

"To  all  people  unto  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  Gheeting; 

Be  it  known  that  we,  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  church  of 
Jesus  Clirist  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  assembled  in  Conference,  at  Nauvoo, 
Hancock  county,  and  State  of  Illinois,  on  tliis  sixth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty,  consider  an  im- 
portant event  at  hand — an  event  involving  the  interest  and  fate  of  the 
gentile  nations  throughout  the  world.  From  the  signs  of  the  times,  and 
from  declarations  contained  in  the  oracles  of  God,  we  are  forced  to  come 
to  this  conclusion.  The  Jewish  nation  have  been  scattered  abroad  among 
the  gentiles  for  a  long  jieriod  ;  and  in  our  estimation,  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  their  return  to  the  "holy  land,"  has  already  arrived. 

As  this  scattered  and  persecuted  people  are  set  among  the  gentiles  as  a 
sign  unto  them  of  the  second  coming  of  the  Mesiah,  and  also,  of  the  over- 
throw of  the  present  kingdoms  and  governments  of  the  earth  by  the  poten- 
cy of  his  Almighty  arm,  in  scattering  faadne  and  jiestilence  like  the  frosts 
and  snows  of  winter,  and  in  sending  the  sword,  with  nation  against  na- 
tion to  bathe  it  in  each  others  blood;  it  is  highly  important,  in  our  opin- 
ion, that  the  present  views  and  movements  of  the  Jewish  people  be  sought 
after,  ttnd  laid  before  the  American  people  for  their  consideration,  their 
profit  and  their  learning;  feeling  it  to  be  our  duty  to  employ  the  most 
efficient  means  in  our  power  to  save  the  children  of  men  from  the  "abomi- 
nation that  maketh  desolate."  We  liave,  by  the  counsel  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  appointed  Elders  Orson  Hyde  and  John  E.  Page,  the  bear- 
ers of  these  presents,  faithful  and  worthy  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  be 
our  agents  and  representatives  in  foreign  lands,  to  visit  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don, Amsterdam,  Constantinople  and  Jerusalem,  and  also  other  places 
which  they  may  deem  expedient;  to  converse  with  the  priests,  rulers  and 
elders  of  the  Jews,  ami  obtain  from  them  all  tlie  information  possible;  and 
communicate  the  same  to  some  principal  papers  for  publication,  that  it 
may  have  a  general  circulation  throughout  the  United  States. 

As  Messrs.  Hyde  and  Page  have  willingly  and  cheerfully  accepted  the 
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appointment,  to  become  our  servants  and  the  servants  of  the  public  indis- 
tani  and  foreign  countries  for  Christ's  sake,  we  do  confidently  recoramend 
them  to  all  religious  and  christian  people,  and  to  ladies  and  gentlemen 
•naking  no  profession,  as  worthy  members  of  society,  possessing  much  zeal 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  mankind;  fully  believing  that  they  will  be  for- 
ward to  render  them  all  the  pecuniary  aid  they  need,  to  accomplish  this 
laborious  and  hazardous  mission,  for  the  general  good  of  the  human  fami- 
ly. Ministers  of  every  denomination  upon  whom  these  gentlemen  shall 
call,  are  requested  to  hold  up  their  hands,  and  aid  them  by  their  influence, 
vlth  an  assurance  that  such  as  do  this  shall  have  the  prayers  and  blessings 
of  a  "poor  and  an  afflicted  people,"  who  have  tested  the  depths  of  their 
sincerity,  and  love  for  their  religion,  by  the  sacrifice  of  their  blood  upon  a 
land,  shadowed  by  the  stripes  and  stars  of  political  and  religious  liberty. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  the  time  and  place  before  mentioned," 

(Signed.)  JOSEPH  SMITH,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

Robert  B.  TnowrsoN,  Clerk. 

From  the  Governor  of  Illinois: 

QUINCY,  Illinois,  April  30th,  1840. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  Rev's.  Orson  Hyde  and  John  E.  Page, 
elders  in  the  church  denominated  Latter  Day  Saints,  are  about  to  depart 
on  their  mission  to  Europe — and  having  heard  the  former  gentleman 
preach — and  having  been  made  acquaintc(i  to  some  extent  with  the  char- 
acters of  both,  it  atibrds  me  pleasure  to  say,  that  1  Avas  much  pleased  with 
the  sermon  delivered  by  Mr.  Hyde;  and  the  reputation  of  both  gentlemen 
for  talents  and  christian-like  deportment,  so  far  as  I  have  bren  made  ac- 
quainted, are  unexceptionable;  and  as  such,  believe  them  to  be  entitled 
to  the  respect  and  kind  treatment  of  all. 

(Signed.)  THOMAS  CARLIN, 

Governor  of  Illinois. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA,     )  ^^. 

Slate  of  Illinois,  J 

I,  Alexander  P.  Field,  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  one 
of  the  United  Slates  of  North  America,  and  keeper  of  the  great  seal  of 
said  State,  do  hereby  certify  that  Thomas  Carlin,  who  took  and  signed 
tl¥'  foregoing  certificate,  is  now,  and  was  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same, 
Guvernur  of  tlie  State  aforesaid,  duly  elected  and  ciualified  to  office,  with 
full  power  by  the  laws  of  this  State  to  issue  certificates  as  aforesaid;  that 
eaid  certificate  is  in  due  formof  law,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  arc  due 
lu9  official  attestations. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 

^.^.A.^.  the  great  seal  of  State,  at  the  city  of  Springfield,  this 

J  L    S   ^  twenty-second  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 

(      '     '  )  one  thousand,  eight  hnndrid  and  forty,  and  of  the  iu- 

^--"^^^  dependence  of  the  United  State?,  the  sixty-fourth. 

(Signed.)  A.  P.  FIELD, 

Secretary  of  State. 

We  have  many  more  letters  from  respectable  gentlemen ;  but  we  deem 
the  foregoing  quite  sufficient  to  be  inserted  in  this  work,  the  original  of 
*vhich  may  be  seen  by  any  person  wishing  it. 

ORSON  HYDE, 
JOHN  E.  PAGE. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  11th,  1840. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE, 


The  "Latter  Day  Saints"  commenced  their  settlements  in  Mis- 
souri, in  August,  1831.  Tiie  first  settlement  was  made  in  Jackson 
County,  on  the  west  line  of  the  State  ;  not  far  from  the  mission- 
ary station  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  McCoy,  a  Baptist  missionary  among 
the  Indians.  At  this  time,  Jackson  County  was  very  thinly  set- 
tled ;  the  quarter  part  of  its  settlers  were  what  is  called,  in  the 
western  country,  "squatters  ;"  that  is,  persons  who  settle  on  the 
public  lands  without  purchasing  them.  Some  considerable  part 
of  Jackson  County  had  not  come  into  market.  On  these  lands 
considerable  settlements  had  been  made  ;  cabins  built,  and  some 
land  cleared. 

When  the  "Latter  Day  Saints"  began  to  emigrate  into  the 
country,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  manifested  by  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  settlers,  at  first  ;  principiUy,  by  those  who  had 
settled  on  the  public  lands,  lest  the  new  settlers  should  be  dispos- 
ed to  purchase,  at  the  land  sales,  which  were  expected  to  take 
place  that  season,  the  lands  on  which  they  had  made  improve- 
ments ;  or  enter  such  lands  as  might  be  subject  to  entry,  that  had 
been  taken  possession  of.  But  this  uneasiness  gradually  lessened, 
until  it  finally  died  away.  The  sales  came  on,  purchases  were 
made  by  every  man  as  suited  him  ;  and  no  difficulty  occurred  : 
every  man  went  to  building  on,  and  improving  his  land,  as  seemed 
good  to  himself. 

Shortly  after  the  first  settlement  was  made,  a  considerable  tide 
of  emigration  set  in,  which  continued  to  increase  until  the  summer 
of  1833  ;  by  this  time,  the  emigration  of  the  saints  was  far  greater 
than  that  of  all  others.  This  began  to  create  great  uneasiness  ; 
murmurings,  and  complainings  were  heard  continually  about  it^ 
and  about  the  rapid  improvements  which  were  making  in  that 
county.  From  murmurings  they  went  to  holding  public  meet- 
ings, to  take  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  the  emigration,  and  not 
only  put  a  stop  to  the  emigration,  but  drive  those  out  of  the  coun- 
ty, who  were  settled  there. 

These  meetings  were  public,  called  and  held  in  the  face  of  the 
government,  published  in  the  public  papers.  At  these  meetings, 
they  publicly  declared  that  they  would  put  the  laws  of  the  country 
at  defiance,  in  order  to  accomplish  their  object,  as  well  as  justice 
and  humanity,  v/hich  finally  they  did. 

In  order  to  justify  themselves  in  violating  the  laws  of  both  God 
and  man;  the  laws,  both  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  United 
States,  they  had  recourse  to  fabricating,  and  circulating  the  most 


8 

foolish  and  senseless  lies,  that  mortals  could  invent ;  thinking,  by 
tliat  means,  to  justify  themselves  before  the  public.  Such  as,  the 
saints  ^vtre  building  strong  fortifications  ;  bringing  canon  and 
other  implements  into  the  country;  that  wagons  loaded  with 
coffins  were  coming  in  great  numbero,  and  tliat  these  coffins  were 
full  of  ammunition  and  military  stores — that  the  saints  are  conni- 
ving with  the  Indians,  and  stirring  up  the  negroes  to  rebel  against 
their  masters,  with  a  multitude  of  things  of  a  similar  character: 
•which  all  tend  to  establish  the  ignorance  and  corruption  of  their 
authors.  To  such  low  and  mean  subterfuges,  were  the  principal 
men  of  Jackson  County  and  vicinity  driven  to  accomplish  an 
object  at  which  humanity,  to  the  latest  ages,  must  recoil.  We 
shall  give  the  names  of  the  principal  actors  in  this  scene  of  abom- 
ination, that  the  American  people  may  hereafter  know  them. 

After  having,  as  tlicy  supposed,  made  a  sufficient  preparation  to 
accomplish  their  object,  and  fabricated  and  circulated  througli  the 
medium  of  their  public  papers,  a  necessary  quantity  of  lies  to 
blind  the  public  mind,  (for  they  verily  supposed,  that  all  the 
American  people  were  as  destitute  of  truth  and  humanity,  as 
themselves,)  they  commenced  their  operations. 

These  tilings  transpired  between  the  first  of  July  and  the  mid- 
dle of  November,  1833.  The  mob  made  their  attack,  by  tearing 
down  houses  and  destroying  projierty.  A  printing  office  was  torn 
down,  the  press  broken,  tiiC  type  scattered  through  the  streets  ; 
all  the  book  work,  papers,  and  materials  tliat  were  in  the  office 
were  destroyed;  in  all  amounting  to  several  thousand  dollars.  A 
store  was  broken  open,  tl)C  goods  thrown  into  the  street  and  tram- 
])led  under  foot.  Mr.  Edward  Partridge,  one  of  the  JJishops  of 
tlie  churcli,  Avas  taken  from  his  house,  with  another  man,  into  the 
public  square,  and  there  the  mob  attempted  to  strip  liim  naked  ; 
to  this  he  objected,  and  finally  they  agreed  to  let  him  keep  on  his 
shirt  and  pantaloons,  and  tliey  tarred  and  feathered  him,  and  the 
other  man,  whose  name  was  Allen.  KurriU  Ilicks,  a  lawyer,  was 
the  leader  of  this  outrage  ;  and  on  tliat  occasion  boasted  tiiat  his 
word  was  the  law  of  the  County,  and  that  tlic  saints  should  leave 
it  or  be  put  to  death.  So  much  for  a  would  be  honuruble  lawyer. 
A  prosecution  was  entered  against  one  of  tlie  men,  who  was  taken 
in  the  very  act  of  taking  llie  goods,  and  trampling  them  under 
foot.  The  writ  Mas  obtained  at  tiic  office  of  a  man  by  name  of 
Western,  wlio  was  a  justice  of  the  Peace,  or  called  so.  When 
the  man  was  brought  fur  trial,  though  it  was  proven  that  he  was 
taken  in  (he  very  act  of  destroying  the  goods  ;  he  was  acquitted, 
and  DO  cause  of  action  was  found  ;  but  shortly  afterwards,  there 
was  a  writ  issued  from  the  same  office,  against  those  wiio  prose- 
cuted the  said  .McCarty,  for  destroying  the  goods,  for  false  impris- 
onment, and  they  were  holden  to  l)ail  for  their  appearance  at  the 
County  court;  and  for  the  want  of  bail,  they  were  throi\n  into 
jail.  This,  is  a  correct  sample  of  the  way  the  laws  were  admin-'' 
istercd  in  Jackson  County. 

Before  this  banditti  commenced  the  destruction  of  property, 
they  appointed  committees  to  go  and  wait  on  the  saints,  atid  order 
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til  era  out  of  the  county,  under  pain  of  death.  The  object  of  those 
warnings  was,  to  make  them  go  and  leave  all  their  property  a 
prey  to  the  mob.  At  which  all  the  authorities  of  Missouri,  from 
the  Governor  down,  winked,  as  will  appear  hereafter.  While 
those  commitlaes  were  threatening  the  saints  with  death,  if  they 
did  not  leave  the  county  forthwith,  and  leave  all  their  property  a 
prey  to  them  ;  they  kept  the  public  papers  teeming  with  lies, 
and  they  found  many  papers  in  the  country,  ready  to  aid  them  ia 
their  abomination,  by  giving  circulation  to  their  lies  and  slan- 
ders. This,  I  must  say,  to  the  shame  and  disgrace  of  the  editors, 
who  have  devoted  their  papers  to  so  foul  abuses.  The  scheme  of 
lying,  so  readily  supported  by  the  papers  of  the  country,  general- 
ly, was  invented  for  the  purpose  of  plundering,  robbing,  stealing, 
and  driving  a  people  fi'om  their  homes,  and  taking  their  property 
as  a  prey  to  the  freebooters  v/ho  were  ready  to  seize  upon  it,  whea 
the  public  papers  had  sufficiently  aided  them,  to  enable  them  to 
obtain  their  object  without  being  punished  for  it. 

After  the  mob  had  gotten  all  things  sufficiently  prepared,  and 
the  public  mind,  as  they  supposed,  completely  blinded,  having 
been  so  well  assisted  by  the  public  prints  of  the  day,  they  com- 
menced their  operations  in  earnest,  in  every  part  of  the  County; 
tearing  down  houses,  m.en  were  dragged  out,  and  whipped  in  the 
most  shocking  manner,  without  regard  to  age  :  Of  this  number, 
were  four  revolutionary  soldiers,  over  the  age  of  seventj  years, 
who  had  offered  their  lives  for  the  liberty  that  their  oppressors 
were  enjoying  ;  but  they  now,  with  sorrow,  beheld  the  liberty 
for  which  they  fouglit,  torn  from  them,  by  the  violence  of 
those  who  were  enjoying  freedom  at  the  expense  of  their  blood 
and  treasure.  Widows  also,  from  sixty  to  eighty  years  of  age, 
whose  husbands  were  among  the  number  of  the  revolutionary  pa- 
triots, wore  driven  violently  from  their  houses  in  that  inclement 
season,  by  this  ruthless  banditti  of  wretches,  worse  than  savages, 
and  their  property  made  common  plunder,  to  gratify  their  rapa- 
city ;  and  those  females  at  that  advanced  age,  and  at  an  inclem' 
ent  season  of  the  year,  had  to  wander  in  the  open  prairie,  to  seek 
a  cover  under  the  rocks,  without  a  house  to  shelter,  or  a  blanket 
to  cover  them,  and  all  this,  because  they  dared  to  differ  from 
these,  their  oppressors,  in  matters  of  religion,  and  for  no  other 
cause.  Tlie  county  was  full  of  armed  men,  riding  in  large  com- 
panies, from  house  to  house,  in  every  place  wliere  the  saints  were 
settled,  abusing,  driving  and  whipping  in  a  most  unmerciful  man- 
ner, and  insulting  women  brutally.  After  much  abuse  and  de- 
struction of  property,  and  finding  that  there  was  to  be  no  end  to 
these  outrages,  the  saints  at  last,  had  recourse  to  arms  ;  .but  it 
was  not  till  after  they  had  petitioned  the  Governor  and  authori- 
ties of  the  State  for  aid  and  protection.  Daniel  Dunklin  was 
Governor  and  Lilburn  W.  Boggs,  liientenant  Governor  ;  the  lalter 
lived  in  Independence,  the  seat  of  the  mob,  and  County  scat  of 
Jackson  county.     But  no  aid  or  protection  could  be  had. 

Having  sought  protection  of  the  authorities  of  tiie   State,  and 
obtaiqed   none,  the  saints  at  last  had  recourse   to  arms.      After 
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they  took  up  arms  in  their  own  defence,  several  battles  were 
fought,  iu  which  one  of  the  saints  was  killed,  and  a  number 
wounded.  Two  of  the  mob  were  killed,  and  several  viounded.  At 
last  a  number  of  them  under  tlie  command  of  Lyman  Wight 
marched  to  Independence,  where  a  great  multitude  of  tlie  mob 
»v as  collected  for  the  pui'pose  of  giving  them  battle.  L.  W.  Boggs, 
hearing  of  their  intentions  to  give  battle  to  the  mob,  organized 
the  mob,  and  called  them  the  Militia  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Col.  Pitcher.  On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Wight,  he  was  com- 
manded to  surrender  his  arms  and  those  who  were  with  him. 
This  order,  was  given  by  tlie  said  Colonel  Pitclier  ;  this  thoy,  re- 
fused to  do,  until  he,  Pitclier,  gave  the  strongest  assurances  to 
Mr.  Wight  and  company  that  if  they  would,  they  sliould  be  pro- 
tected, and  return  home  in  peace,  and  none  should  disturb  them. 
After  these  assurances  were  given,  they  gave  up  their  arms.  But 
now,  reader,  for  the  sequel  ! 

Did   these   high-minded   and  honorable  men  comply  with  their 
covenant  1  no,  indeed,  but  something  very  dilferent  I     They  seized 
on  the  guns  and  other  arms  as  a  prey  ;  and   have   kept  them   as 
plunder  to  this  day  ;  and  having  the  saints  disarmed,  they  carried 
their  violence  to  all  kinds  of  shameful  lengths  ;  men,  women  and 
children,  were  driven  from  their  houses  in  the  night,  baiefoot  and 
nearly  naked.     This   was  about  the  middle  of  November.     The 
men  were  whipped  and  abused  beyond   all  description.     A  man, 
by   the  name  of  Benjamin   Putnam,  was  whipped  to  death  ;   his 
body  was  taken  up  a  day  or  two  afterwards  and   buried.     Others 
were  whipped  until  tliey  liad  to  tie  handkerchiefs  round  them,  to 
keep  tiieir  bowels  from  falling  out.     A  man  by  the  name  of  Leon- 
ard was  knocked  down  in  his  house  with  a  chair,  and  was  beat  on 
the  head  and  other  parts  of  the  body,  until  the  blood  was  running 
from  him   on   the  lloor.     His  wife,   fearing  lest  they  should  kill 
liim,  ran  and  threw  herself  on  him,  begging  for  his  life  ;   but  the 
brutal  monsters,  instead  of  regarding  her  tears  and  supplications, 
lieat  her  willi  the  same   weapon,  with,  which   they  were  heating 
her  husband,  and  they  barely  escaped  with  their  lives.     The  wo- 
men  (led    in   all   directions   into    the    prairies    and    woods,  and  a 
greater  part  barefoot,  and   with   but  little  clotliing,  being  driven 
out  in  the  niglit,  many  of  them  torn  from  their  beds.     In  a  short 
time,  you  could   track   them   by   the  blood  which  ran   from  their 
feet.     Wives  were   weeping  and  wailing,  not   knowing  but  tlieir 
liushands  were   murdered  ;   their   children,  with    their   lacerated 
and  bleeding  feet,  were  mourning  and  crying,  asking  for  food  but 
could  get  none  1     In  this  deplorable  condition,  they  had  to  travel 
and  siccp   in  the  open  prairies  or  under  the  rocks,  iu  the  month 
of  November,  witliout  food   or  covering  ;   and   there  ask  and  see 
what  a  kind  Providence  would  do   for  them,  while  their  robbers 
and  plunderers  were  glutting  themselves  upon  the  food  they  had 
left  in  their  houses  ;  and  gratifying  their  brutality,  by  throwing 
i  I  to  the  beasts,  and  carrying  it  home  for  their  own  use,  and  that 
of  their  fjimilic;,  and  by  destroying  the  household  stuff,  or  rather 
stealing  it,  while  the  little  ones,  whoge  fathers  had  laid  it  up  care« 
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fuliy  for  their  sustenance,  were  bewailing  their  condition  in  the 
open  prairie  without  a  morsel  to  comfort,  or  a  blanket  to  cover 
them. 

However  incredible  it  may  appear  to  a  civilized  people,  it  is  a 
fact,  that  there  were  at  one  time,  one  hundred  and  ninety  women 
and  children,  who  crossed  a  prairie  of  nine  miles,  aided  by  three 
men  only  ;  the  rest  having  been  driven  away  by  the  violence  of 
the  mob.  The  saints  being  unarmed  and  the  mob  armed,  they 
fell  an  easy  prey  to  them. 

The  women  and  children,  after  crossing  the  prairie,  travelled  a  num- 
ber of  miles,  in  all  probability  from  twelve  to  fifteen,  and  then  stopped 
and  waited  until  their  husbands  and  fathers  found  where  they  were, 
and  got  to  them.  They  there  built  houses  to  winter  in ;  but  before 
they  had  continued  long,  the  mob  found  where  they  were,  and  went 
and  drove  them  away,  and  burned  their  houses. 

A  company  consisting  of  about  two  hundred,  nearly  all  of  them' 
women  and  children,  got  to  the  Missouri  river,  late  in  the  afternoon, 
and  could  not  get  across  that  night.  It  commenced  raining  and  freez- 
innr  most  violently;  in  this  deplorable  condition,  some  of  them  took 
shelter  under  some  rocks,  and  the  remainder  of  them,  both  small  and 
great,  had  to  lie  out  in  the  open  prairie,  with  nothing  but  the  heavens 
to  cover  them,  while  the  storm  beat  upon  them  with  great  fury. 
Among  the  number,  was  a  Mrs.  Higbee,  wife  of  John  S.  Higbee. 
from  Cincinnati, 'who  was  very  sick  with  a  fever,  and  also  had  an 
infant  at  the  breast.  She  was  under  the  necessi(y  of  spending  this 
night  of  storm,  exposed  to  all  its  violence,  having  nothing  but  the 
earth  to  sleep  on.  After  spending  the  night  in  this  distressed  situa- 
tion, earl)'^  in  the  morning,  another  Mrs.  Higbee,  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Higbee,  was  delivered  of  a  babe,  without  any  bed  but  the  earth,  or 
covering  but  the  heavens. 

There  were  many  sick,  who  were  thus  inhumanly  driven  ffora  their 
houses  and  had  to  endure  all  this  abuse  and  suffering  and  seek  homes 
where  they  could  be  found.  The  result  was,  that  a  number  being 
deprived  of  the  comforts  of  life,  and  the  necessary  attendance,  died  ; 
many  children  were  left  orphans;  wives,  widows;  and  husbands 
widowers. 

The  mob,  after  thus  abusing  the  people,  the  hundreth  part  of  which 
is  not  told  here,  took  possession  of  the  farms  of  those  whom  they 
had  thus  driven  from  their  homes,  and  all  tiieir  cattle,  horses,  sheep 
and  hogs,  which  amounted  to  many  thousands;  together  with  all 
their  household  stuff  of  every  kind,  amounting  to  many  thousand 
dollars  worth  ;  and  have  forbid,  under  pain  of  death,  any  of  them  re- 
turning to  get  any  of  their  property;  and  if  any  of  them  did  attempt 
it  and  were  discovered,  they  were  whipped  and  otherwise  abused  : 
one  or  two  who  did  attempt  it,  were  nearly  killed — they  escaped  with 
their  lives,  and  no  more  ! 

There  were  in  addition  to  the  flocks  and  the  herds  which  tho  mob 
took  from  the  saints,  large  fields  of  corn,  to  the  amount  of  many  hun- 
dred acres;  I  might  say  thousands,  all  ready  to  harvest;  which  ihey 
took  as  their  own.  There  were  also  many  hundred  acres  of  wheat, 
which  had  been  sown,  that  they  also  took  possession  of;  for  which 
they  have  made  no  compensation  to  this  day.     Aftei  they  had  plua- 
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tiered  the  liouses,  robbed  tlie  henroosts,  and  carried  off  every  thing" 
which  was  valuable,  they  burned  the  houses,  amountin^r  in  all  to  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  ;  and  then  commenced  a  general  dpstrucilon  of 
the  timber  on  the  land.  Some  tracts  which  were  well  timbered,  were 
soon  stripped  of  every  tree.  Such  of  the  farms  as  they  did  not  oc- 
cupy, they  took  all  the  rails  from  and  used  them  for  their  own  purpo- 
ses. There  were  several  thousand  acres  of  land  thus  seized,  on  which 
improvements  were  made  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  owners 
utterly  forbid  to  enjoy  them,  and  they  have  been  compelled  to  sell 
them  for  no  valuable  consideration,  while  those  usurpers  were  cjuietly 
enjoyinor  the  good  of  them.  Wiiile  these  brutalities  were  going  on, 
the  public  papers  were  constantly  employed  in  giving  publicity  to  the 
foulest  lies  that  could  he  created. 

While  the  mob  was  engaged  in  this  course  of  plunder,  there  were 
outrages  of  the  most  extraordinary  cliaracter  con(imilted  by  them,  ever 
commitled  by  human  beings.  The  plans  they  laid,  in  order  to  plun- 
der were  of  the  most  extraordinary  kind.  They  would  serve  writs  on 
those  whom  they  wished  to  plunder  and  have  ibem  thrown  into  jail, 
and  then  rob  them  of  every  thing  they  had  about  them  ;  watches, 
money,  and  other  valuables,  and  bear  them  off  as  plunder.  In  this 
business  were  employed  some  of  the  leading,  (some,  did  I  say)  better 
say  all  the  leading  men  of  the  county. 

Men  were  caught  and  tied  to  trees,  and  then  shot  at  :  but  the  heart 
sickens  to  tell  the  abominations  of  this  band  of  barbarians  ;  for  who 
but  barbarians  could  be  guilty  of  such  deeds  of  cruelty  ?  We  wish 
it  to  be  distincily  understood,  that  the  Governor  and  all  the  authorities 
of  ihe  State,  were  acquainted  with  these  cruelties  ;  and  no  «  ft'orl  was 
made  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice,  or  to  have  the  property,  thus 
taken,  returned  to  the  owners.  The  guns  that  they  ordered  to  be 
given  up  by  the  authority  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  they  keep  until 
this  day.  In  this,  the  government  of  the  Stale,  has  identified  itself 
in  the  number  of  the  plunderers,  and  become  one  with  those  villians. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  persons  engaged  in  this  mbljery  : 
Richard  Fristo,  County  Judgf;  S.  D.  Liicas,  Judge  and  General  of 
the  Militia,  and  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  ;  Moses  Wilson; 

Samuel   Hale;  Weston,   Esq.;  Jones   Flournoy;  John  Smith; 

Hensley,   Ksq.;  Burrell    Hicks,    a   lawyer;    Reekman  Childs, 

lawyer;  Lewis  Franklin;  Lilbu»n  W,  I3oggs,  Lieut.  Governor;  Kev. 
James  McCoy,  Baptist  missionary,  ar.d  his  son-iii-lavv  Likins  ;  Love- 
lady,  Cnmpbellile  ; Jdhnson  ;  nil  of  these  IJtverend  divines,  were 

among  this  band  of  pUindi^rers.  Many  others  were  in  the  numLer 
whose  names  will  be  forthcoming  al  another  time  ;  we  mention  these, 
because  they  wished  to  be  called  gentlemen,  men  of  humanity  and 
piety,  but  we  leave  the  public  to  form  their  own  judgment. 

Thus,  desolated  and  robbed,  the  saints  were  leit  to  seek  homes 
where  they  could  be  fnund  ;  while  their  enemies  were  pouring  a  flood 
of  abuse  after  them,  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  themselves  and 
hidifig  their  iniquiiy  from  the  gaze  of  that  part  of  the  public,  who 
abhor  mobocracy.  The  majurity  of  ihem  sought  homes  in  Clay 
county,  where  they  found  rest  for  a  little  season,  and  a  little  season 
only.  Very  shnrlly  after  their  arrival  in  Clay  roiiiily,  lh(^y  began  to 
purchase  lands — made  iniprovemenls — build  mills  and  other  machia-» 
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ery  ;  and  in  a  very  short  time,  were  beginning  to  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  life.  The  emigration  continued  without  any  particular  interruption, 
until  they  began  to  be  numerous  in  the  county  and  surrounding  coun- 
ties. This  order  of  things  continued  until  1836,  three  years  ;  there 
was  no  violence  offered,  but  there  were  threatenings  of  violence.  But 
in  the  summer  of  1836,  these  threatenings  began  to  assume  a  more 
serious  form;  from  threats,  public  meetings  were  called,  resolutions 
passed  ;  and  affairs  assumed  a  fearful  attitude.  They  began  to  arm 
themselves,  and  prepare  for  violence ;  threatening  vengeance  and  de- 
struction on  all  who  did  not  leave  the  county  forthwith.  Jackson 
county  had  been  successful ;  and  seeing  the  authorities  did  not  inter- 
fere, they  boasted  that  they  would  not  do  it  in  this  instance  ;  and  they 
could  drive  the  saints  as  they  pleased,  and  take  their  property ;  for 
they  could  get  no  law  in  Missouri.  They  not  only  said  that  they 
would  drive  them  from  the  county,  but  fiom  the  State  also  :  and  it  was 
seriously  talked  of  in  Clay  county,  that  the  saints  must  leave  the 
State  ;  and  they  carried  it  so  far  as  to  publish  their  intentions  in  the 
papers. 

While  these  warlike  preparations  were  going  on  by  the  mob,  the 
saints  also  began  to  make  preparations  for  defence.  But  it  was  then, 
as  before,  they  did  not  do  it  until  they  had  petitioned  the  Governor 
for  protection  ;  when,  instead  of  receiving  the  protection  sought  for, 
they  received  for  answer,  "  Vox  populi.  Vox  Dei."  "The  voice  of 
the  people  is  the  voice  of  God."  As  much  as  to  say,  "  If  the  people 
say  you  must  go,  you  must  go."  The  before  mentioned  Daniel 
Dunklin  was  still  Governor.  The  saints,  finding  they  had  nothing 
to  expect  from  the  authorities,  but  a  full  sanction  of  the  acts  of  the 
mob  ;  had  no  alternative  left,  but  to  have  recourse  to  arms. 

Both  parties  began  to  assume  a  formidable  attitude,  so  much  so, 
that  it  gave  alarm  to  some  of  the  other  citizens,  who  did  not  join  with 
the  mob  :  they  interfered,  and  tried  to  stop,  as  they  said,  the  effusion 
of  blood.  During  this  time,  there  was  a  body  of  armed  men,  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred,  who,  in  the  face  of  the  authorities  of  the  coun- 
try and  all  civil  law,  was  ranging  the  county,  stopping  movers,  driv- 
ing them  back,  whipping  and  abusing  the  saints  wherever  they  could 
be  caught  ;  and  threatening  the  chastity  of  females.  Judge  King,  the 
circuit  judge,  was  an  eye  witness  to  these  base  transactions,  and  under 
the  solemnities  ot  an  oath,  to  put  a  stop  to  them  :  so  were  all  the  civil 
authorities  of  the  country,  yet,  every  man  of  them,  regardless  of  his 
oath,  either  took  an  active  part  in  aiding  this  band,  or  else  winked  at 
their  doings.  The  operations  of  thia  Clay  county  mob,  was  from  the 
iirst  of  May,  till  the  last  of  August,  1836,  from  three  to  four  months. 
They  did  a  great  deal  of  mischief — were  the  cause  of  many  deaths  : 
many  persons  were  beaten  most  inhumanly  ;  much  property  also  was 
destroyed  ;  families  that  were  moving  into  the  country,  were  stopped, 
many  of  them  driven  back,  and  compelled  to  live  in  their  wagons 
until  houses  could  be  obtained  ;  and  when  obtained,  they  were  in 
sickly  places ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  many  not  only 
sickened  but  died. 

In  Clay  county,  it  was  the  same  as  in  Jackson ;  the  authorities 
refused  to  interfere,  and  let  the  mob  range  uncontrolled,  and  commit 
all  the  outrages  they  pleased  ;  and  so  far  from  any  punishment,  they 
2 


14 

were  honored  and  cherished  for  it,  and  that  by  the  Governor,  the 
Judges  and  the  Justices  of  the  Peace;  many  of  wiiom  were  leaders 
in  it.  An  attempt  was  made  to  prosecute  two  men,  one  was  by  the 
name  of  Hayden,  the  other  by  the  name  of  Oldham;  who  met  a 
young  man  on  the  road,  by  the  name  of  Charles  Hubbard,  and  beat 
him  in  a  most  cruel  manner  !  An  aged  man  by  the  name  of  Lewis 
Scott,  seeing  the  abuse,  entered  a  prosecution  against  them;  but 
when  the  fellows  were  brought  for  trial,  the  court  acquitted  them  on 
the  ground  that  there  were  only  two  persons  engaged  in  it.  The  fact 
of  the  abuse  was  never  denied  ;  but  Judge  King,  yes,  reader,  the 
worthy  Judge  King,  decided  that  there  was  no  cause  of  action  ;  be- 
cause tliere  were  not  more  than  two  persons  engaged  in  it.  So  much 
for  this  righteous  judge.  I  give  this  as  a  sample  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  laws  were  executed  in  Clay  counly,  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  A.  A.  King,  and  his  faithful  satelite  and  attorney,  Thomas  C.  Birch, 
who  has  since,  for  this,  and  like  acts  of  INlissouri  legality,  been  ap- 
pointed judge  of  a  circuit  court. 

The  matter  being  fairly  put  to  the  test,  that  the  civil  authorities  of 
IMissouri  were  destitute  of  principle — of  a  sense  of  iionor^ — of  regard 
to  their  oaths,  and  of  respect  for  their  laws;  the  saints  had  to  submit 
to  their  fate  ;  while  they  were  whipped,  and  again  driven  from  their 
homes. 

The  mediating  party  which  had  risen  up,  appointed  a  committee  to 
correspond  with  a  committee  of  the  saints,  in  order  to  find  a  location 
for  the  saints  to  settle,  and  again  remove  from  the  midst  of  their  ene- 
mies. Some  short  time  previous  to  this,  a  number  of  them  had  made 
some  considerable  purchases  of  lands,  on  a  stream  called  Shoal  Creek, 
in  the  territory  of  Kay  county.  The  two  committees  started  to  seek 
out  a  place  for  the  removal,  when  they  came  to  the  tract  of  land 
which  had  been  purchased.  It  was  agreed  that  that  should  be  the 
place  of  settlement.  So  the  settlement  commenced  immediatcl}'. 
This  was  in  August,  1836. 

By  this  removal,  the  saints  lost  nearly  all  they  had  obtained  during 
the  previous  three  years  which  they  had  resided  in  Clay  county  ;  be- 
sides much  abuse  at  the  hand  of  the  wretches  who  liad  risen  up  in 
arms  against  them.  At  the  succeeding  session  of  the  legislature,  there 
was  a  new  county  laid  off,  embracing  the  before  mcniioned  tract  of 
land,  called  Caldwell.  A  town  was  soon  laid  off  and  incorporated, 
called  "  Far  West  ;"  and  in  one  year,  there  were  one  hundred  and 
fifty  houses  built, — besides,  nearly  the  whole  county  was  entered,  or 
at  least  that  part  of  it  which  could  be  cultivated ;  as  there  was  a  great 
scarcity  of  timber  in  the  county. 

In  all  these  operations,  there  was  no  pretence  to  law  ;  they  openly 
declared  lliat  they  put  the  law  at  defiance,  saying,  "  we  are  the  law, 
and  what  we  say  is  the  constitution." 

The  saints  being  once  more  settled,  they  commenced  improving  the 
country,  which  was  so  great  a  contrast  to  the  general  idleness  and 
lazy  habits  of  Missouri,  whiclj  any  person  with  the  least  discernment 
could  readily  discover.  This  soon  began  to  excite  tiie  jealousies  of 
the  surrounding  counties  ;  lor  nothing  can  so  much  excite  the  jealousy 
of  that  people,  nor  awaken  their  indignation  so  much,  as  to  have  an 
intelligent,  industrious  and  enterprising  people,  settle  any  where  in 
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the  State,  where  they  live.  Threatenings  were  again  heard  from  Claj', 
Ray,  Clinton,  Piatt  and  Daviess  counties,  that  they  were  going  to 
raise  another  mob  and  come  and  drive  the  citizens  out  of  Caldwell. 
The  emigration  was  so  rapid,  and  so  great,  that  in  the  space  of  eigh- 
teen months  after  the  first  settlement  in  Caldwell,  there  was  not  room 
enough  for  the  people  in  that  county,  and  they  were  under  the  neces- 
sity of  seeking  habitations  some  where  else;  and  a  number  went  into 
Daviess  county,  which  was  north  of  Caldwell.  Soon  after  the  settle- 
ments commenced  in  Daviess  county,  a  mob  made  its  appearance, 
forbidding  them  to  settle  there  under  pain  of  death.  However,  this 
was  not  regarded,  and  the  settlements  which  were  made  in  different 
parts  of  the  county,  were  increasing  daily,  until  one  or  two  whole 
townships  were  entered,  besides  large  bodies  of  land  entered  in  other 
parts  of  the  county,  in  such  parts  of"  the  county  as  had  come  into 
market;  besides,  a  large  number  of  improvements  were  bought,  under 
the  expectation  of  getting  pre-emption  rights.  The  mob  spirit  which 
first  made  its  appearance  in  Daviess  county,  for  a  season  seemed  to 
sleep,  and  there  was  no  hindrance  offered  to  the  settlements,  which 
were  increasing  very  fast.  All  parties  remained  quiet;  many  of  those 
who  had  been  engaoed  in  the  first  mob  in  Daviess,  came  forward  and 
made  confession  of  their  wrongs ;  and  all,  so  far  as  Daviess  was  con- 
cerned, was  peace:  but  Ray,  Clay,  Clinton  and  Piatt,  kept  up  a  con- 
tinual threatening,  until  it  could  not  be  borne  any  longer  :  and  tiie 
saints  openly  declared  that  it  should  cease,  for  they  would  suffer  it  no 
longer.  No  person  should  come  into  the  streets  of  Far  West  as  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  do;  and  there  threaten  the  people  with  mobs. 
This  had  the  desired  effect;  it  ceased,  and  no  persons  ventured  to  do 
so  any  more.  But  the  before-mentioned  counties  kept  up  a  contin- 
ual threatening  at  home,  whenever  they  saw  any  of  the  people  of 
Caldwell. 

This  order  of  things  continued  without  any  violence,  until  the  elec- 
tion which  took  place  in  August,  1838.  The  saints  had  been  in 
Caldwell  county  from  August,  1836,  making  two  years. 

Threatenings  were  making  that  they  should  not  vote  at  the  election. 
Not  only  was  it  threatened  that  they  should  not  vote  in  Daviess 
county,  but  there  were  insinuations  thrown  out,  that  there  would  be  a 
mob  in  Caldwell  to  prevent  the  people  there  from  voting.  There 
were  no  great  fears,  however,  entertained  that  any  attempt  of  the  land 
would  be  n)ade.  The  election  at  last  came  on;  and  the  snifits  went 
to  discharge  what  they  considered  not  only  a  privilege  but  a  duty  also. 
One  of  the  candidates  for  representative  in  Daviess  county,  was  by 
the  name  of  William  Peniston,  a  very  ignorant,  ambitious  creature, 
who  was  determined  to  carry  his  election  if  possible,  and  that  at  all 
hazards,  whether  the  people  were  willing  to  elect  him  or  not.  Those 
who  were  not  willing  to  vote  for  him,  he  determined  by  the  force  of 
mob  law,  to  prevent  from  voting. 

It  may  not,  however,  be  amiss  here  to  give  an  account  of  this  said 
Peniston's  manoeuvres  during  the  electioneering  campaign.  He  was, 
at  the  time,  the  colonel  of  the  militia  in  Daviess  county,  and  had  been 
the  leader  in  the  first  mob  which  had  been  raised  to  prevent  the  saints 
from  making  settlements  in  Daviess  county,  in  the  first  instance,  of 
which  mention  has  been  made.     When  the  electioneering  campaign 
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had  fairly  commenced,  great  exertions  were  made  by  the  different 
candidates  and  their  friends,  to  obtain  the  votes  of  the  saints;  each 
man,  in  his  turn,  making  application.  Peniston,  like  the  rest,  made 
application  also.  Mr.  Wight,  who  was  a  man  of  influence  among  the 
saints,  was  the  one  to  whom  said  Peniston  made  overtures.  Mr.  "Wight, 
knowing  that  Peniston  had  always  been  an  enemy  to  the  saints,  took 
the  liberty  to  ask  Peniston  about  his  former  hostilities,  and  his  pre- 
vious attempt  to  drive  tiiem  from  their  homes  ;  as  well  as  many  abu- 
sive things  which  he  had  said.  Peniston  declared  that  he  never  had 
any  intention  of  driving  them  from  their  homes  ;  he  only  tried  to  bcare 
them,  and  if  he  could  not,  he  intended  to  let  them  alone  :  and  as 
to  the  many  abusive  things  which  he  had  said  ;  he  said  "  they  were 
very  wrong  ;  he  had  been  deceived  by  false  reports,  without  being 
acquainted  with  the  people;  and,  since  he  had  become  acquainted 
with  them,  he  found  that  they  were  first  rale  citizens."  And  by  many 
such  sayings,  he  allempted  to  gain  votes  :  but  the  saints,  all  the  time 
knowing  that  he  was  a  corrupt  man,  and  every  way  disqualified  for 
the  office  after  whicii  he  was  struggling,  would  not  be  induced  to  vote 
for  him  at  all.  This  he  fully  understood  before  the  election,  find  made 
his  arrangrments  accordingly  :  having  his  salelites  at  the  election,  to 
aid  him  in  executing  his  purpose,  in  preventing  the  saints  from  voting. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  day,  at  the  election,  Peniston  made  a  speech  ; 
the  object  of  which  was,  to  excite  the  indignation  of  the  people,  to 
such  a  degree,  that  he  could  get  a  sufficient  number  to  join  the  mob, 
to  keep  the  saints  from  voting,  if  they  attempted  it.  In  this  speech, 
he  used  the  most  abusive  language  that  he  was  master  of;  denouncing 
the  saints  in  round  terms,  in  a  most  ridiculous  manner.  Having  his 
parly  ready,  at  tiie  end  of  the  speech,  they  began  to  throw  out  their 
threats,  that  none  of  the  G — d  d — n  Mormons,  to  use  their  own  lan- 
guage, should  vote.  These  threatenings  began  to  assume  a  very 
serious  tone,  very  soon.  One  kept  exciting  another,  and  drinking 
very  freely,  until  a  man  by  the  name  of  Kichard  Weldon,  attacked 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Brown,  who  was  but  just  able  to  be 
about,  after  a  very  dangerous  fit  of  sickness.  The  said  Weldon 
began  to  insult  Mr.  Brown  in  a  most  insolent  manner;  Mr.  Brown 
very  mildly  told  iiim,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  have  any  difliculty  with 
him,  or  any  other  person ;  the  other  swore  that  the  Mormons  were 
no  more  fit  to  vote  than  the  d — d  niggers,  and  that  he  would  knock 
him  down  ;  and  made  an  attempt  to  strike  him.  A  man  by  the  name 
of  Perry  Durl'er,  being  near  them,  caught  Weldon's  baud,  and  kept 
him  from  striking  Brown.  This  was  no  sooner  done,  than  Durfeewas 
knocked  down,  and  a  number  of  men  conmienced  beating  iiim  with 
clubs,  boards,  and  any  thing  they  could  get.  Durfce  cried  for  iiclp: 
several  men  ran  into  the  midst  of  the  crowd,  to  get  Durfee  out  of  their 
hands,  for  the  cry  was,  "  kill  iiim,  /••///  liim,  d — n  iiim.  'i'lie  names 
of  those  who  rushed  into  the  crowd,  were  Jackson  Steward,  Iliram 
Nelson,  Henry  Ormslrd,  Ahram  Nelson,  and  one  other  man  by  the 
name  of  Nelson.  They  succeeded  in  saving  the  life  of  Durfee,  but 
not  until  tluy  had  knocked  down  some  twelve  or  fifteen  men.  A  large 
number,  of  from  twelve  to  twenty,  rushed  on  to  Steward,  crying  kill 
him,  God  d — n  him,  kill  him.  They  had  dirks  and  clubs,  and  other 
weapons  ;  one  of  them  dirked  him  under  the  shoulder  blade  ;  he  called 
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aloud  for  assistance,  as  he  (led  from  them  ;  and  they  were  on  the  very 
eve  of  stabbing-  him.  A  man  named  John  L.  Bniler,  seized  a  billet 
of  wood,  and  ran  furiously  upon  them,  knocking  down  all  he  came  to, 
until  the  rest  fled  before  iiim.  and  he  rescued  Steward  out  of  their 
hands,  having  with  his  own  hinds  whipped  some  twenty  men.  The 
total  number  of  the  Saints  in  ihis  affrr.y  did  not  exceed  ten;  that  of 
the  mob,  from  fifty  to  a  hundred. 

The  mob  then  dispatched  a  number  of  their  ganor  to  got  guns  and 
ammunition,  swearing  that  they  would  kill  aM  the  Saints  they  could 
find,  or  drive  them  out  of  Daviess  county,  sparing  neither  men,  wo- 
men or  children.  The  Saints  left  the  ground  and  went  home  :  few  if 
any  of  them  having  voted. 

Having  in  possession  several  affidavits  concerning  the  election  in 
Daviess  county,  we  hero  insert  them. 

State  OF  Missouri,      1 

County  of  Caldwell,  5 

Before  me,  Elias  Iligbee,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  County  Court, 
within  and  for  the  county  of  Caldwell  aforesaid,  personally  appeared 
Samuel  Brown,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeih  and  saith  :  That  on 
the  6th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1838,  in  the  town  of 
Gallatin,  in  the  county  of  Daviess,  and  Slate  aforesaid,  that  at  the 
flection  in  the  town  aforesaid,  one  William  Peniston  did  make  a 
speech  at  said  election,  in  the  which  he  represented  the  heads  of  the 
Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  as  being;  liars,  counterfeiters,  and 
scoundrels;  and  that  the  members  of  said  church,  were  dupes;  and 
not  too  good  to  take  a  false  oath,  on  any  common  occasion  ;  that  they 
would  steal  their  property,  ai'd  that  their  property  he  did  not  consider 
safe  ;  and  that  he  was  opposed  to  their  settling  there,  am^  ever  would 
be  :  and  sundry  other  things,  which  were  calculated  to  inflaine  the 
minds  of  those  present:  from  whicii  time  there  appeared  to  be  much 
excitement  against  the  Saints,  and  some  hard  sayings.  One  Richard 
Weldon  said  that  the  Saints  were  not  allowed  to  vote  in  Clay  county 
no  more  than  the  damned  negroes  :  and  the  said  Weldon  made  an 
attempt  to  strike  said  deponent,  who  slept  out  of  ihe  way  :  In  the 
second  attempt  to  strike,  one  M'\  Durfee,  a  Mormon,  stepped  in  and 
prevented  him,  holding  his  arm;  and  immediately  about  five  or  six  of 
those  excited  against  tlie  Mnrmons,  commenced  holding  and  heatingr 
said  Durfee  with  clubs  and  hoards,  saying  kill  him,  kill  him,  God 
damn  him,  kill  him;  immediately  after  which,  the  fight  commenced 
on  both  sides,  with  and  withcnt  clubs.  One  of  the  Mormons,  so  called, 
by  the  name  of  Steward,  received  a  cut  with  a  knife  or  dirk.  And 
further,  the  said  deponent  saiih,  there  was,  as  he  considered,  no  insult 
(jftered  to  said  Weldon  before  he  attempted  to  strike;  and  that  the 
conversation  immediately  previous  to  his  attempting  to  strike,  was, 
that  the  deponent  said  to  VVeldon,  "that  we  would  give  no  man  en 
insult;  we  will  use  evety  man  well,  and  arc  determined  to  be  used 
well."     And  further,  this  deponent  saith  not. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  BROWN. 

Svvorn  and  subscribed  to.  this  fifth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1838. 
(Signed)  ELIAS  HIGBEE, 

One  of  tilt  Justices  of  the  County  Court. 
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State  of  Missouri,     7  ^g  . 
County  of  Caldwell,  S 

Before  me,  Elias  Higbee,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  County  Court, 
within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Hiram  Nel- 
son and  James  Nelson,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  de- 
poseth  and  saith,  "  that  the  aforesaid  deposition  of  Samuel  Brown, 
relative  to  the  aforesaid  transaction,  of  the  affray  in  Daviess  county, 
on  the  day  of  election,  with  all  the  circumstances  and  conversation 
mentioned  therein,  are  substantially  true,  to  the  best  of  our  know- 
ledge ;  and  that  wi%  the  said  deponents,  were  slandinir  within  three  or 
four  feet  of  said  Brown,  when  said  conversation  took  place,  and  said 
affray  began  :  "  and  further,  the  deponents  saith  not. 

(Signed)  HIRAM  NELSON, 

JOHN  NELSON. 
Sworn  and  subscribed,  this  5th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1838. 
(Signed)  ELL\S  HIGBEE,  J.  C.  C.  C.  C. 

State  of  Missouri,      ~)       . 
County  of  Caldwell,  5 

Before  me,  Elias  Higbee,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  County  Court,. 
within  and  for  the  cnnnly  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Moses  Daley, 
Abraham  Nelson,  Edmund  Nelson,  John  Daley,  and  William  W. 
Patten,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith, 
that  the  aforesaid  statement  made  by  Samuel  Brown,  in  his  deposi- 
tion of  the  late  affray  in  Daviess  county,  on  the  day  of  election,  con- 
cerning the  speech  of  W  iiliam  Peniston,  and  the  beginning  of  the  said 
affray,  are  substantially  true  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge. 
(Signed)  MOSES  DALEY, 

ABRAHAM  NELSON, 
JOHN  DALEY, 
WILLIAM  W,  PATTEN. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  this  5th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1838. 
(Signed)  ELIAS  HIGBEE,  J.  C.  C.  C.  C. 

After  the  election,  tbreatenings  were  made  in  the  most  daring  man-, 
ner,  declaring  that  the  Saints  should  leave  the  county  ;  that  ihey 
would  raise  a  mob  and  drive  thf^n  out,  and  take  all  their  lauds  atid 
other  property  as  s|)oil.  Indeed  this  was  the  secret  which  was  work- 
iner  in  their  hearts  all  the  limo ;  and  what  lliey  were  determined  to  do. 
It  was  the  ])roperty  of  the  Saints  they  wanted,  a;id  what  they  were 
determined  to  have.  'I'hey  boasird  that  the  authorities  of  the  State 
would  not  interfere  to  as^i.si  the  Mormons,  as  they  called  them.  They 
said  it  had  been  fairly  proven,  in  the  case  of  both  Jackson  and  Clay 
counties,  that  the  Government  would  not  assist  them  ;  and  they  said 
they  might  as  well  drive  them  off  and  take  their  property  as  not ;  for 
they  could  not  help  ihemsrlves.  With  such  language  did  they  pro- 
voke one  another  to  ads  of  violence. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  affidavits,  that  Clay  county  had  pro- 
hibited the  Saints  from  voting  when  they  resided  there  ;  and  this  cir- 
cumstance tended  to  encour'.ign  others  in  their  wick'edness.  All  these 
things  were  done  in  the  face  of  the  authorllics,  and  it  will  be  seen  hovy 
far  they  regarded  their  oaths  of  ofUce. 
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Josiah  Morin,  the  candidate  for  State  senator  and  who  was  elected, 
came  to  Far  West,  either  the  evening  before  the  election  commenced, 
or  the  first  morning  of  the  election.  He  staid  that  day,  and  until  the 
next  morning.  Early  the  second  morning  of  the  election,  he  said  that 
a  gentleman,  who  lived  in  Ray  county,  had  left  Gallatin  late  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  (Gallatin  was  the  county  seat  of  Daviess  county,  and 
the  place  where  the  election  was  held)  and  that  there  had  been  a 
serious  affray  at  the  election  in  Gallatin  ;  that  the  mob  had  tried  to 
stop  the  Saints  from  votiug;  and  in  order  to  accomplish  their  object, 
had  killed  two  of  them,  and  their  bodies  were  lying  on  the  ground, 
and  that  they  would  not  let  their  friends  have  them  for  burial  ;  and 
that  one  other  man  had  fled  into  the  woods,  badly  wounded  ;  supposed 
to  be  dead,  as  he  had  not  been  heard  of,  after  he  disappeared  among 
the  bushes.  This  created  a  great  feeling,  and  of  course  much  excite- 
ment. A  physician,  who  resided  in  Far  West, by  the  name  of  Samp- 
son Avard,  called  for  volunteers,  declared  that  he  would  have  th© 
bodies  of  those  persons  who  had  been  killed,  and  bury  them;  and 
have  the  man  that  was  lost,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  The  report  coming 
from  Morin,  a  resident  of  the  county,  and  the  successful  candidate  for 
the  State  senate,  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  its  truth.  A  company 
was  raised  consisting,  if  we  recollect  right,  of  about  seventeen  per- 
sons, who  left  Far  West  for  the  express  object  of  getting  the  bodies 
of  the  dead.  Through  the  course  of  the  day,  there  was  probably 
to  the  number  of  fifty  persons,  all  going  to  enquire  after  their  friends, 
for  it  was  unknown  to  the  people  of  Caldwell,  who  of  their  friends 
were  killed  ;  for  no  doubt  was  entertained  but  some  of  them  were 
dead. 

When  llie  company  arrived  there,  they  found  the  report  not 
true:  there  had  been  a  great  difficulty  ;  but  no  lives  lost  that  was 
known  of.  IJnt  there  was  nothing  heard  but  threatening — men 
were  passing  through  the  village,  which  had  beeii  laid  off,  by  the 
saints,  threatening  them,  that  in  three  days  they  should  all  be 
driven  out  and  the  property  taken  as  spoil.  It  was  reported,  and 
that  by  themselves,  too,  that  there  was  a  large  mob  gathering  at 
Millport,  a  small  village  in  Daviess  County  ;  and  that  Adam 
Black,  formerly  a  Justice  of  tli6  Peace,  and  had  at  the  election, 
been  elected  one  of  the  County  Judges,  was  at  the  head  of  it.  It 
was  thought  best,  seeing  he  was  a  peace  officer,  to  go  and  inquire 
into  the  affair.  The  said  Adam  Black,  had,  a  short  time  before 
this,  sold  his  possessions  to  one  of  the  saints,  by  the  nanie  of  Vin- 
son Knights,  and  had  received  two  hundred  dollars,  as  part  of 
the  payment.  A  committee  wa?  appointed,  consisting  of  five  or 
six  persons  ;  the  names  of  three  of  them,  were  Sampson  Avard, 
Lyman  Wight,  and  Cornelius  P.  Lott  ;  the  names  of  the  others 
not  recollected.  They  accordingly  went  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Black,  who  received  lliern  unfriendly,  looked  upon  their  visit  as 
a  high  insult,  and  refused  to  give  them  any  satisfaction.  This, 
tended  to  confirm  the  report,  that  he  was  liead  of  a  mob — it  crea- 
ted some  uneasiness.  Quite  a  number  of  persons,  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  went  to  a  spring  of  water  which  was  near  his  house, 
to  drink,  and  also  to  get  water  for  their  horses.  Dr.  S.  Avard, 
and  a  number  of  others,  went  into  his  house  and  again  interrog?,-. 
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led  Lim  rcspRcling  the  mob,  and  some  angry  words  passed  be- 
tneen  them.  l?lack,  sent  for  Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  who  was  at 
the  spring:,  to  come  into  the  house  ;  accordingly  he  came  in,  the 
matter  was  talked  over  ;  Black  denied  having  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  mob,  and  said  he  never  would  have  ;  and  that  as  a  peace 
ofhcer,  he  felt  himself  bound,  as  much  to  do  justice  to  the  saints, 
as  to  other  citizens,  and  he  would  do  it.  j\Ir.  Smith  then  asked 
him,  if  ho  had  any  objections  to  signing  a  paper  to  that  effect,  so 
that  it  might  be  had  for  the  benef.t  of  those  who  entertained  fears 
on  this  niattcr.  He  said  he  had  not,  accordingly  he  wrote  the 
following  note.  We  give  it  here  without  any  alteration  in  ortho- 
graphy, or  composition. 

"I  Adam  Black,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Daviess  county,  do 
hereby  sertify  to  Ihe  people  coled  ]\Iormin,  tliat  he  is  bound  to 
suport  the  constitution  of  this  State,  and  of  the  United  State,  and 
he  is  not  attached  to  any  mob  nor  will  not  attach  himself  to  any 
such  people.  And  so  long  as  they  will  not  molest  me,  I  will  not 
molest  them. 

This  the  8th  day  of  August,  1838. 

(Signed)  ADAM  BLACK,  J,  P." 

After  this  transaction,  the  company  returned  to  the  village, 
where  many  of  the  saints  lived,  called  Adam  Ondiahman,  to  the 
house  of  Col.  L.  Wight.  Shortly  after  tiieir  return  to  the  house 
of  3Ir.  Wight,  three  persons  came  from  Millport — the  whole  mat- 
ter was  talked  over,  and  it  was  agreed  that  there  should  he  a 
committee  chosen  from  among  the  people  of  IMillport  and  vicini- 
ty ;  and  also  a  committee  appointed  of  the  inhabitants  of  Adam 
Ondiahman,  to  meet  at  Adam  Ondiahman,  and  have  all  the  af- 
fairs completely  understood,  and  have  peace.  The  committees 
;iCcordingly  met.  On  the  part  of  the  people  of  Millport,  there  ap- 
peared Joseph  Morin,  senator  elect  ;  John  Williams,  representa- 
tive elect  ;  James  B,  Turner,  Clerk  of  tlie  Circuit  Court,  and  sev- 
••ral  others,  names  not  known.  On  the  part  of  the  people  of  Adam 
Ondiahman,  were  I.yman  Wight,  Vinson  Knights,  John  Smith. 
Reynolds  Cahoon.  At  this  mcetitjg,  the  strongest  assurances  were 
given  hy  both  parties,  that  there  should  be  no  hostilities  commenc- 
ed on  either  part — that  they  all  would  abide  the  laws,  and  sup- 
[)ort  them;  and  that  no  depredations  of  any  kind  should  be  com- 
mitted on  cither  part :  and  after  (he  strongest,  possible  assur- 
ances, each  parly  returned  home. 

But  ^vhile  these  pretended  negotiations  :verc  going  on,  a  cer- 
Inin  portion  of  the  mob  of  Daviess  was  running  into  the  different 
(.'oimties,  telling  the  people,  that  they  were  <lriven  from  their 
houses,  with  (heir  families,  and  that  the  .Alornions  were  destroying- 
all  their  properly  ;  and  calling  on  (hem  for  help.  Adam  Black. 
NVm.  Peniston,  ami  some  others,  ran  to  Kay  ('oimty,  and  there 
n.ade  oath  before  A.  A.  King  ;  the  precise  oath,  as  I  have  not  a 
copy  of  it,  I  cannot  here  insert ;  but  the  substance  of  it  was,  (hat 
he  had  been  compelled  by  a  body  of  armed  men  which  had  sur- 
rounded hijn,  under  pain  of  death,  to  si^n  an  instrument  of  writing. 
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which  was  unlawful  for  any  man  to  sign.  He  also  said  that  Joseph 
Smith,  Jr.,  and  Lyman  Wight,  were  part  of  the  company.  The 
said  A.  A.  Kinj,  immediately  issued  a  writ,  for  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Wight  ;  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Sheriff  of  Daviess  Coun- 
ty to  execute,  and  witliouthis  ever  attempting  to  serve  it,  it  was 
reportefl  that  they  had  refused  to  be  taken  ;  and  that  the  3Iilitia 
must  be  called  out  to  take  them,  for  the  laws  must  be  kept  !  But 
instead  of  calling  out  the  Militia,  they  wen(  to  raising  a  mob  ; 
and  they  were  gathering  into  Daviess  County  in  multitudes,  if 
their  own  report  was  to  be  credited  ;  but  without  any  legal  au- 
thority whatever.  Seeing  these  unlawful  transactions  going  on, 
and  the  pretext,  all  the  time,  that  the  before  mentioned  persons 
would  not  be  taken,  Messrs.  Smith  and  Wight,  sent  for  King  and 
stated  to  him,  tlie  matter  as  it  was,  and  requested  him  to  come 
and  investigate  the  whole  case.  .  This,  King  agreed  to  do  ;  and 
accordingly  the  case  was  investigated  by  him,  and  the  reports 
found  to  be  false — the  fellows  themselves,  being-  witnesses. 

I  here  give  an  alhdavit  taken  during  the  time  of  this  excite- 
ment. 

State  of  Missouri, 
Caldwell  county, 

Before  me,  Elias  Higbee,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  County 
Court,  within  and  for  the  County  of  Caldwell  afui'esaid,  personal- 
ly came,  Joseph  Smith  Jr.,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  on  the  7th  day  of  August,  1838,  being- 
informed  that  an  affray  had  taken  place  in  Daviess  county,  at  the 
election,  in  the  to\vn  of  Gallatin,  in  Avhich  two  persons  were  kill- 
ed, and  one  person  was  badly  wounded,  and  fled  to  the  woods  to 
save  his  life  ;  all  of  ivhich  were  said  to  be  persons  belonging  to 
the  society  of  the  church  of  LatterDay  Saints.  And  further,  said 
informant  stated  that  those  jjersons  who  committed  the  outrage 
would  not  sufier  the  bodies  of  tiiose  v<ho  had  been  killed  to  be 
taken  off  the  ground  and  buried.  These  reports,  with  others, 
one  of  which  was  that  the  Saints  had  not  the  privilege  of  voting  at 
the  polls,  as  other  citizens — auotlier  was,  that  those  opposed  to 
Ihe  Saints  were  determined  to  drive  them  from  Daviess  county. 
And  also  that  they  were  arming  and  strengthening  tlieir  forces 
and  preparing  for  battle  ;  and  that  the  Saints  were  preparino-  and. 
making  ready  to  stand  in  self-defence.  These  reports  having 
excited  the  feelings  of  the  citizens  of  Far  West  and  vicinty,Iwas 
invited  by  Dr.  Avard  and  some  others,  to  go  out  to  Daviess  county 
to  the  scene  of  these  outrages;  they  having  previously  determined 
to  go  out  and  learn  the  facts  concerning  said  reports.  Accordingly, 
some  of  the  citizens,  myself  among  the  number,  went  out,  two, 
three,  and  four  in  companies,  as  they  got  ready.  The  reports 
and  excitement  continued  until  several  of  those  small  companies 
tiirough  the  day  were  induced  to  follow  the  first;  who  were  all 
eager  to  learn  the  facts  concerning  this  matter.  We  arrived  in 
the  evening  at  the  house  of  Lyman  Wight,  about  three  miles  from 
Gallatin,  the  scene  of  the   reported  outrages — here  we  learned 


Ihc  truth  conccriiinc^  the  said  alTray,  whicli  hail  been  consider- 
ably cxac:crated  ;  yet,  there  iiad  been  a  serious  oiitra5:je  commit- 
ted. We  there  learned  that  tlie  niob  was  collected  ai  [Millport, 
to  a  consideral)lo  number,  and  tliat  Adam  IJIack  was  at  tlieir 
l»ead,  and  were  to  attack  the  Saints  the  next  day,  at  the  place 
where  we  then  were,  called  Adam  Oiidiawman;  tliis  report,  we  were 
inclined  to  believe  niiirlit  he  true,  as  tiii?  Adam  IMack,  who  was  said 
to  be  their  leader,  had  been,  but  a  few  nionllis  before,  f  n^ayred 
in  endeavoriiijj  to  drive  those  of  the  society  who  liad  settk'd  in 
that  vicinity,  Irom  the  county.  Tliis  had  become  notorious  ("rom  llie 
fact  that  said  Ulack  iiad  personally  ordered  several  of  the  said  society 
to  leave  tlie  county.  The  next  morning  we  despatched  a  committee 
to  said  Black's  to  ascertain  the  truth  ol  these  reports,  and  to  know 
what  his  intentions  were;  and,  as  we  understood  lie  was  a  peace  ofli- 
cer,  we  wished  to  know  what  we  niiiiht  expect  from  iiim.  They 
report  that  Mr.  Ulack,  instead  of  ifivincr  ijiem  any  assurance  of  pre- 
serving the  peace,  insulted  them  and  {ri>ve'  them  no  satisfaction. 
Being  desirous  to  know  the  feelings  of  I\Ir.  Black  for  myself,  and 
being  in  want  of  fjood  water,  atui  understanding  that  there  was  none 
nearer  than  Mr.  Black's  sprino".  myself,  with  several  others,  mounted 
our  horses  and  rode  up  to  Mr.  Black's  fence.  Dr.  Avard,  wiiii  one  or 
two  others  who  had  rode  ahead,  went  into  Mr.  Black's  house,  myself 
and  some  others  went  to  the  sprintr  for  water — 1  was  shortly  after 
sent  for  by  Mr.  Black  and  invited  into  the  house,  being  introduced  to 
Mr.  B.  by  Dr.  Avard,  Mr.  Black  wished  me  to  i)e  sealed.  We  tiien 
commenced  a  conversation  on  the  siil>ject  of  the  late  difliculties,  and 
present  excitement.  I  found  Mr.  Black  <)uite  hostile  in  his  feelings 
towards  the  Saints  ;  hut  he  assured  us  he  did  not  Ix-long  to  iho  mob, 
neithei  would  he  take  any  part  with  them  ;  but  said  lie  was  l)ound  by 
his  oath  to  support  the  constitutton  of  the  United  States  and  the  laws 
of  iho  State  of  Missouri.  Deponent  then  ask«"d  him,  if  he  would 
make  said  statements  in  writin<r,  so  as  to  refute  the  argumetits  of  iliose 
who  had  alhrmed  that  he  (Black)  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  mob, 
Mr.  Black  answered  in  the  alhrmative  ;  accordingly  he  did  so,  which 
writing  is  in  possession  of  the  deponent.  The  deponent  further  sailh, 
that  no  violation  was  offered  to  any  in<lividual  in  his  presence,  or 
within  his  knowledge;  and  that  no  insuliiiiir  language  was  given  by 
either  party,  except  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Black,  who,  while  Mr.  Black 
was  engaged  in  making  out  the  above  nameti  wrilinif,  (which  he  made 
with  his  own  hand,)  gave  to  this  rleponenl,  and  others  of  the  society, 
highly  insulting  lati^iuage,  and  filse  accusations,  wbicli  were  calcu- 
lated in  their  nature  to  greatly  irritate,  if  possible,  ijic  feelings  of  the 
bystanders  bidonging  to  said  society,  in  laniriiajre  like  this: — being 
asked  by  the  deponent  if  she  knew  any  thing  in  the  Mormon  people 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  gentlemen,  siie  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive— but  said  HJie  did  not  know  but  the  object  of  their  visit  was  to 
steal  something  frfirn  them.  .After  .Mr.  BI.k  k  h;id  executed  iho 
writing  deponent  asked  Mr.  Black  if  be  had  any  unfriendly  feelings 
towards  the  deponent,  and  if  be  had  not  treated  him  genteelly.  He 
answered  in  the  afririn-rtive  ;  deponent  then  took  leave  of  said  Black, 
and  repaired  to  the  house  of  F.ymnn  Wight.  The  next  day  we  re- 
ttirned  toFar  West.     And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

(Signed)  JO-JKIMI  SMITH,  Jr. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  fifth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1838. 
(Signed)  ELIAS  HIGBEE,  /.  C.  C.  C.  C. 

But  the  case  having  undergone  a  legal  investigation,  had  no  ten- 
dency to  stop  the  operations  ot'the  mob  ;  but  it  tended  clearly  to  show 
how  much  sincerity  there  was  in  their  pretended  zeal  for  the  laws; 
for  in  open  and  avowed  violation  of  them,  they  went  on  to  collect 
together,  and  to  gather  into  Daviess  county,  from  Ray,  Corrill,  Liv- 
ingston, Clinton  and  Piatt,  and  some  from  Clay,  openly  declaring  that 
they  would  put  the  law  at  defiance,  and  ihe  Saints  should  be  driven 
out.  They,  in  the  meantime,  took  their  families  away  from  their 
houses  under  the  pretence  of  fear,  and  ran  through  the  conntry,  from 
county  to  county  telling  how  they  were  driven  from  their  homes — got 
up  county  meetings  in  the  surrounding  counties,  particularly  Jackson, 
Ray,  Corrill,  and  Livingston.  At  these  meetings,  might  be  seen 
preachers  of  the  gospel,  (as  they  called  themselves,)  drunkards,  pro- 
fane swearers,  and  all  forming  one  company,  and  all  declaring  their 
determination  to  aid  their  frieiids  if  necessary.  In  one  of  these  mob 
meetings  in  Ray  county  was  seen  Thomas  C.  Birch,  States  attorney, 
and  now  one  of  the  Missouri  judges  ;  also,  Amos  Reese,  who  would 
wish  to  be  called  a  respectable  lawyer.  At  these  meetings  the  most 
slanderous  resolutions  would  be  passed,  that  a  people  so  basely  igno- 
rant as  they  were  could  invent.  The  mob,  thus  encouraged  by  judcres, 
lawyers,  priests,  &c.,  kept  gathering  in  large  numbers.  The  roads 
were  infested  with  them — companies  of  armed  men  were  passing  and 
repassing  in  every  direction,  while  a  great  majority  of  the  principal 
men  of  the  country,  if  they  did  not  join  the  mob,  used  no  exertions  to 
prevent  its  operations.  Among  the  rest  that  headed  a  gang  of  these 
ruifians,  was  Cornelius  Gilliam,  who  was  the  same  season  elected  to 
the  State  Senate.  He  had,  but  a  short  time  before,  been  converted, 
and  united  with  the  baptist  church. 

The  whole  body  made  its  way  to  Daviess  county.  On  Gilliam's 
arrival  the  Saints  were  summoned  to  send  a  flag  into  his  camp  forth- 
with, and  receive  terms  at  his  hand.  They,  however,  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  the  mandate  of  this  new  potentate.  After  they  had,  as  they 
supposed,  got  sufficiently  strong,  they  commenced  taking  cattle,  corn, 
&c.,  to  feed  their  army.  Cattle,  horses  and  grain  were  taken  with  a 
liberal  hand  ;  and  they  publicly  boasted  that  they  "  lived  on  Mormon 
beef,  and  .Mormon  corn."  The  Saints  dare  not  leave  their  homes,  for 
if  they  did,  they  were  stopped  on  the. road,  they  were  shot  at,  their 
horses  taken  froni  tliem,  and  to  all  appearance  they  would  be  ruined. 
All  llie  time  the  rncib  had  their  runners,  telling  that  their  wives  and 
children  were  driven  from  their  homes — that  their  fences  were  thrown 
down,  and  the  Mormons  were  destroying  all  they  had.  Their  wives 
and  children  were  either  in  the  camp,  or  else  sent  ofl'to  some  of  their 
friends  in  the  adjoining  counties — and  all  this  they  protended  was  ' 
tlirough  fear.  But,  to  certain  of  their  friends  they  said  their  object  in 
80  doing  was  to  k(n\i  the  |)nblic  ignorant  of  their  real  design  ;  for  they 
did  not  wish  lh*»ir  women  and  children  tlicre,  when  they  drove  the 
Mormons  out,  lest  they  might  g,i  iiurl.  'J'lio  Saints  were  all  the 
time  making  application  to  the  authorities  of  the  country  to  put  down 
the  mob.     Messengers  after  messengers  were  sent  to  the  military  offi- 
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cers  and  to  the  judge  of  the  court  to  get  them  to  send  to  the  governor, 
if  necessary,  and  put  an  end  to  the  ravages  of  this  banditti — and  after 
much  exertion  and  much  lahor  at  last  the  judj^e  ordered  out  the 
militia.  General  Atchison  was  ordered  out  as  the  commander-in- 
chief;  being  a  major  general.  Brigadier  Generals  Doniphan  and 
Parks,  were  both  ordered  out  with  their  brigades.  They  put  their 
forces  under  orders,  and  took  up  their  line  of  march  for  Daviess  county, 
the  scene  of  trouble. 

On  their  arrival  they  took  a  position  between  where  the  mob  was  en- 
camped and  Adam  Ondiamhan.  Instead,  however,  of  these  generals, 
which  was  their  duty  to  have  done,  going  and  arresting  this  band  of 
plunderers  and  murderers,  which  they  truly  were,  and  having  ihem 
forthwith  brought  to  justice;  they  went  to  tampering  with  them.  The 
mob  complained  to  them  that  their  property  had  been  stolen  and  des- 
troyed by  the  saints.  The  officers  went  to  their  houses  which  they 
had  evacuated,  and  found  some  of  them  open,  and  all  their  property 
in  them  as  they  left  it,  and  nothing  disturbed.  They  continued  the 
invest! oration  until  they  became  satisfied  that  if  any  of  their  (the  mob's) 
property  was  taken,  they  took  it  themselves  to  raise  a  false  alarm  ;  or 
at  least  the  officers  all  said  so.  The  mob  openly  and  fearlessly  declared 
to  them  that '  they  lived  on  Mormon  beef  and  Mormon  corn.'  The  Saints 
required  of  the  officers  thvt  they  should  be  arrested  and  brought  to 
justice  for  plundering  their  property  ;  unlawfully  assembling  to  drive 
peaceable  citizens  from  their  homes,  and  for  threatening  their  lives 
and  keeping  them  in  iear,  in  open  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  country. 
When  these  things  were  pressed  upon  them  they  excused  the  matter 
by  saying  that  tiieir  troops  were  so  mutinous  and  rebellious  they  dare 
not  venture  to  do  it.  The  course  they  took  to  quell  the  mob,  how- 
ever, was  asintiular  one;  and  if  those  gentlemen  tliink  that  in  doing  as 
they  did  they  discharged  their  duty,  and  can  feel  as  if  their  -oath  of 
office  required  no  more  at  their  liand  we  have  no  more  to  say,  but 
will  let  the  sovereign  people,  give  their  decision,  and  the  God  of 
eternity  dispose  of  them  and  the  matter  as  secmeth  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice in  his  eyes. 

After  tampering  with  them  as  we  before  stated,  and  after  having  the 
fullest  evidence  that  could  be  given,  even  that  of  their  own  testimony, 
that  they  were  a  gang  of  thieves  and  plunderers,  they  took  Cornelius 
Gilliam,  the  reputed  leader  of  the  gang,  and  united  him  and  his  com- 
pany with  their  troops  and  called  them  militia,  just  as  Boggs  had 
done  with  the  mob  in  Jackson  county,  and  after  this  manceuver,  dis- 
banded them  and  sent  them  home,  as  if  they  had  been  militia  regu- 
larly ealled  out. 

It  would  take  a  volume  larger  than  our  present  purpose  will  admit 
to  tell  all  the  outrages  committed  by  this  banditti  of  plunderers; 
for  it  was  precisely  with  them  as  it  had  been  with  the  mobs  of  Jack- 
son and  Clay  counties.  Corn-fields  were  laid  open  by  them  to  be 
destroyed  by  beasts,  and  carried    off  in   wagon  loads    to   feed  their 

horses cattle  were  killed  in  multitudes.     There  were  one  hundred 

head  of  cattle,  belonging  to  the  Saints,  which  were  missing,  and  have 
never  been  obtained  to  this  day,  nor  heard  of.  Horses  also  were 
taken  that  belonged  to  them,  a  great  number  of  them,  and  have  not 
been  obtained  eince.     Some  of  them  have  since  been  heard  of,  but  the 
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lives  of  the  owners  have  been  threatened  if  they  offered  to  take  them, 
or  even  to  go  where  they  were.  People  passing-  civilly  along  the 
road  were  stopped,  insulted  and  abused  out  of  all  bearing;  and  not 
only  insulted  and  abused,  but  plundered.  Families  that  were  moving 
were  prevented  from  going  to  their  places.  Bodies  of  armed  men 
were  passing  and  repassing,  not  only  through  Daviess,  but  the  ad- 
joining counties  in  open  violation  of  the  laws  ;  committing  depreda- 
tions and  abusing  civil  citizens,  and  that  in  the  face  of  the  authorities 
of  the  State;  the  governor  having  full  knowledge  of  it,  yet  the  trans- 
gressors went  unpunished.  And  when  the  militia,  under  the  before 
mentioned  generals,  went  to  quell  them,  all  that  was  done  was  to 
make  militia  out  of  them  and  disband  them,  and  send  them  home  to 
enjoy  the  plunder  which  they  had  taken;  and  to  gra'ify  themselves 
with  rehearsing  to  their  associates  acts  of  violence  and  plunder,  and 
boasting  of  it,  and  that  publicly.  There  was  not  the  first  effort  made 
to  restore  the  property  they  had  stolen,  nor  pay  for  the  cattle  they 
had  killed,  though  the  civil  authorities  were  called  upon  time  and 
again  to  do  so  ;  and  at  all  times  when  called  on  to  do  so,  replied, 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  undertake  it,  for  there  could  not  be  a  jury  found 
that  would  do  the  Saints  justice,  and  it  was  in  vain  to  sue,  for  they 
would  obtain  nothing.  Thus  being  put  off,  from  time  to  time,  the 
Saints  had  to  sit  down  and  submit  to  their  fate. 

Here  probably  would  be  as  suitable  a  place  as  any  to  notice  one 
circumstance,  which  goes  far  to  prove  the  apathy  which  reigned  in 
the  civil  authorities,  and  their  unwillingness  to  do  the  Saints  justice. 
The  truth  is,  the  civil  officers  were  as  much  to  blame  for  the  outrages 
of  the  mob  as  the  mob  was,  because  they  gave  them  lenity  to  do  so. 

There  was  in  Ray  county  a  quantity  of  United  States  arms,  from 
forty  to  fifty  stand.  They  were  in  the  care  of  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Pollard,  known  by  the  title  of  Capt.  Pollard.  While  this  mob  was 
collecting  in  Daviess  county,  being  scarce  of  arms,  they  went  to  the 
place  where  those  arms  were  deposited  and  took  them,  whether  with 
or  without  the  consent  of  Pollard  we  know  not,  and  were  carrying 
them  off  to  Daviess  county.  In  going  through  from  Ray  to  Daviess 
county,  they  had  to  pass  through  a  corner  of  Caldwell.  The  civil 
authorities  of  Caldwell  hearing  of  the  circumstance  sent  the  sheriff  of 
the  coumy  to  intercept  them  in  passing  through  the  county.  This 
the  sheriff  effected — arrested  the  persons  carrying  the  guns,  and 
brought  them  to  Far  West  for  trial.  The  trial  came  on — the  facts 
were  all  proven,  that  the  guns  were  taken  by  one  of  the  men  who  was 
then  in  custody,  and  they  were  taking  them  to  Daviess  county  to  arm 
the  mob  that  was  then  collecting  in  Daviess  county — and  it  was  also 
proven  that  the  mob  was  collecting  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the 
Saints  from  their  homes. 

After  the  arrest  and  trial  a  letter  was  sent  to  A.  A.  King-,  the  cir- 
cuit judge,  informing  him  of  the  facts,  and  asking  his  advice,  how  to 
dispose  of  both  the  prisoners  and  the  guns.  Accordingly,  when  Gen. 
Doniphan's  army  was  on  their  march  to  Daviess  county  they  passed 
through  Far  West.  Doniphan  demanded  the  prisoners — they  were 
accordingly  given  up.  He  said  he^had  the  authority  of  King  to  do  so. 
They  were  marched  off  with  the  troops  and  est  at  liberty,  after  they 
had  been  convicted  at  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  holden  to  bail  for  their 
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appearance  at  the  circuit  court.  Thus  were  the  laws  of  the  land  put 
at  defiance,  to  save  from  punishment  a  mober  and  plunderer,  and  that 
by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  who  was  bound  by  oath  to  do  other- 
wise. There  were  three  persons  arrested,  the  principal  of  which  was 
John  B.  Comer,  the  others  were  only  hired  in  his  service. 

This  arrest  took  place  on  the  0th  day  of  September,  1S38,  on  the 
iirst  day  of  the  week,  and  i',  was  in  the  same  week  that  Generals 
Atchison,  Doniphan  and  Parks,  went  with  their  troops  to  Daviess 
county.  It  was  durinqf  the  operation  of  this  mob  the  Saints  had  a  lair 
oportunity  of  tryinor  the  honesty  of  the  civil  officers  of  Daviess  county. 
An  old  gentlemaa  from  Ohio  by  the  name  of  Hoops  was  moving  into 
Daviess  county ;  he  had  to  pass  through  Millport,  the  residence  of 
ihe  principal  leaders  of  the  Daviess  county  mob;  Wm.  Peuiston, 
whose  name  has  been  mentioned  before,  stopped  his  team  forcibly  in 
ihe  road,  abused  and  insulted  the  fiimily.  Mr.  Hoops  was  an  entire 
stranger  in  the  county — he  was  detained  a  number  of  hours  betbrs  he 
could  get  away  from  them.  The  old  man  went  to  a  justice  of  the 
oeace  and  got  a  states  warrant  for  him,  gave  it  to  an  ol^icer,  and  had 
it  served  on  him  as  they  said,  and  had  a  day  appointed  for  the  trial. — 
When  the  day  eanne  Peniston  was  not  there,  but  another  man  was 
permitted  to  answer  for  him — and  after  the  witnesses  were  all  sworn, 
and  the  facts  of  the  unlawful  detention  proven,  the  justice  pronounced 
no  cause  of  action.  Peniston,  in  the  meantime,  had  gone  to  Carroll 
county  to  join  another  mob,  which  had  met  to  drive  out  a  settlement  of 
the  Saints  which  had  settled  in  that  county.  The  name  of  the  justice 
was  Covington.  It  was  found  thatin  every  county  in  upper  Missouri 
the  laws  would  not  be  put  in  force  against  the  mob.  The  civil  ofiicers 
■would  not  regard  their  oaths,  but  in  open  violation  of  them,  would 
acquit  the  mob,  notwithstanding  the  mob  would  boast  of  their  crimes 
in  their  presence.  Up  till  this  lime,  there  was  not  a  military  or  civil 
officer  in  ^Missouri  who  had  been  called  upon  to  quell  this  gang  of 
plunderers,  that  would  abide  by  his  oath  of  office,  from  the  governor 
down.  When  the  civil  officers  were  called  upon  they  would  give 
decisions  the  most  barefaced  violations  of  law  ever  given  by  mortals  , 
so  much  so  that  they  knew  they  were  violating  their  oaths  when  they 
did  it.  When  the  military  were  called  upon,  instead  of  bringing  the 
mob  to  justice,  they  would  call  them  militia;  which  could  be  for  no 
other  purpose  but  to  keep  tiiem  from  the  jiunishment  justly  due  ti» 
their  crimes.  After  the  mob  had  been  honorably  dismissed  as  militia 
and  ordered  homo,  they  took  up  their  line  of  march  liircctly  to  De- 
Wit,  in  Carroll  county,  to  drive  out  a  settlement  of  the  Saints  in  that 
place  ;  the  history  of  which  settlement  we  shall  hereafter  give. 

Part  of  the  mob  which  was  at  Daviess  county  was  from  Carroll 
county.  Their  principal  leader  was  Cerciel  Woods,  commonly  called 
Sashel  Woods — he  was  a  Presbyterian  preacher.  There  was  another 
Presbyterian  preacher  with  the  Carroll  county  mob  by  the  name  of 
Hancock.  After  the  mob  had  departed  for  Carroll  county,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Daviess  that  had  belonged  to  the  mob,  began  to  make  propo- 
sals to  the  Saints,  cither  to  sell  or  buy.  Two  committees  were  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpose,  one  on  each  part ;  after  some  arrangement  in 
relation  to  the  matter,  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Saints  agreed 
to  buy  out  all  the  possessions  which  the  mob  had  in  Daviess  county. 
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and  purchases  were  making  of  their  lands  and  crops  (the  land  con- 
sisted in  pre-emption  rights,  as  the  land  in  that  part  of  the  county  had 
not  as  yet  come  into  narket)  every  da}',  and  payment  made  until  there 
was  some  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  worth  of  property  bought 
from  the  mob  in  improvements  and  crops.  While  these  operations 
were  going  on,  the  mob  would  occasionally  boast  that  when  they  had 
got  payment  for  their  lands  and  crops  they  would  rise  up  and  drive 
the  Saints  out  and  keep  both  their  lands  and  their  crops.  They  also 
sold  a  large  quantity  of  hogs,  some  cattle  and  sheep  and  other  pro- 
perty. These  threatenings  were  making  continually,  but  the  Saints 
did  not,  however,  entertain  any  great  fears  of  their  doing  so — but  the 
sequel  will  show  that  their  threats  were  real. 

While  the  mob  was  operating  thus,  in  Daviess  county,  there  were 
scattering  families  in  other  counties,  which  had  to  suffer  violence  also 
at  the  hand  of  their  neighbors.  In  Livingston  county  a  family  by  the 
name  of  Lathrop,  who  lived  on  a  farm  which  they  had  purchased 
from  a  man  by  the  name  of  James  W^eldon,  was  attacked,  Mr.  La- 
throp was  driven  from  home — his  wife  and  some  of  his  family  were 
siok — after  he  v/as  driven  away  one  of  his  chiMren  died,  and  his  wife' 
was  there  alone  and  laying  very  sick  ;  and  there  were  twenty-five  or 
thirty  armed  men  around  the  house  threatening  her  husband's  life,  if 
he  attempted  to  come  home.  In  this  situation  Mrs.  Lathrop  lay  with- 
out attendance,  surrounded  by  a  body  of  armed  ruffians;  and  while  in 
this  situation  her  child  died,  and  her  husband  dare  not  return  to  com- 
fort her.  Her  own  situation  at  the  time  being  delicate,  and  terrified 
by  the  mob,  her  condition  was  afflicting  in  the  extreme.  The  mob 
took  and  buried  her  child.  A  body  ot  armed  men  was  sent  by  the 
authorities  to  relieve  her — they  arrived  at  the  place  and  found  the 
mob  there,  the  most  of  whom  fied  at  their  approach.  They  took  the 
wfitman  and  her  goods  and  fiimily  which  remained,  and  brought  her 
off  with  them,  with  another  family  by  the  name  of  Jackson.  Mr. 
Jackson  had  also  been  driven  from  his  family.  Mrs.  Lathrop  sur- 
vived the  abuse  but  a  very  short  time.  There  were  also  scattering 
families  of  the  saints  in  Ray,  Clay  and  other  counties,  who  were 
severely  threatened,  and  some  left  the  country  out  of  fear,  at  the 
sacrifice  of  much  property. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  after  the  mob  had  been  turned  into 
militia,  and  disbanded  as  such,  they  went  to  Carroll  county  to  attack  a 
settlement  of  the  saints  in  that  place.  The  mob  in  Corrill  county 
began  to  assemble  on  the  first  of  October,  1838.  We  are  not  able 
to  state  the  precise  day  ;  but  it  was  as  early  as  the  first  week  of  the 
month.  We  will  now  leave  the  affairs  of  Daviess  county  and  the 
other  counties  to  give  an  account  of  the  settlement  in  CarroJl;  for 
the  history  of  the  others  which  reinain  is  identified  with  the  history 
of  this  settlement,  and  the  things  whicFi  befel  it. 

Some  lime  in  the  last  week  in  March,  1838,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Henry  Root,  Vv'ho  was  a  large  proprietor  in  the  town  plat  of  De  Wit, 
on  the  Missouri  river,  arrived  at  Far  West.  He  was  the  bearer  of  a 
letter  from  a  Mr.  David  Thoirias,  who  had  been  a  merchant  in  Carroll- 
ton,  the  county  seat  of  Carroll  county,  but  at  the  time  he  wrote  this 
letter  was  living  within  a  few  miles  of  De  Wit,  having  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  at  that  place,  say  some  fourteen  hundred  acres. 
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The  object  of  INIr.  Root's  visit  and  the  letter  of  which  he  was  the 
bearer,  was  to  get  some  of  the  Saints  to  ga  to  De  Witt  and  buy  a  part 
of  the  town  plat,  and  aid  in  building  it  up.  Mr.  Thomas  was  ac- 
quainted with  many  of  the  people  of  Far  West,  During  the  first 
visit  of  Mr.  Root  there  was  nothing  done  is  the  matter.  Ai  this  time, 
we  were  on  our  way,  with  our  families,  to  Far  West,  going  there  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  home.  On  the  evening  of  the  2d  day  of  April, 
stopped  for  the  night,  at  the  house  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Morrison, 
on  Turkey  Creek.  There  was  the  said  Mr.  Root,  who  had  also  put 
up  for  the  night,  returning  home  from  Far  West.  He  found  out  who 
we  were,  and  then  told  us  he  had  been  to  Far  West,  and  what  he  had 
been  after;  and  also  solicited  our  assistance  in  getting  some  of  our 
people  to  take  part  in  building  up  the  town  of  De  Witt.  Sometime 
afterwards,  Mr.  Thomas  came  on  the  same  errand,  and  it  was  not  till 
after  repeated  solicitations,  and  assurances  of  all  the  assistance  that 
we  needed,  in  case  of  any  difficulty,  that  there  was  any  disposition 
manifested  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Far  W^est,  to  comply  with  their 
request.  However,  after  repeated  solieitations,  and  strong  assur- 
ances given  of  the  advantages  of  the  place,  and  the  facilities  which  it 
would  afford  to  the  settlements  making  in  the  Upper  Missouri,  to 
have  a  town,  and  of  course  a  landing  place  on  the  river;  at  length  a 
man  bj"^  the  name  of  George  M.  Hinkle,  and  one  by  the  name  of  John 
Murdock,  went  to  exainins  the  place.  It  was  in  June,  1838.  that  they 
went  to  make  the  purchase.  After  examining  the  place,  they  pur- 
chased one-half  of  the  town  plat,  and  agreed  with  Mr.  Root,  from 
whom  they  purchased,  to  move  there  with  their  families  as  soon  as 
they  conveniently  could,  in  order  to  commence  building  up  the  place. 
Accordingly,  in  July  following,  they  moved  to  De  Witt.  Soon  after 
their  arrival  a  settlement  began  to  be  made.  The  Saints  at  the  time 
were  immigrating  into  the  country  in  considerable  numbers,  and  a 
portion  of  them  stopped  at  De  Witt.  Some  purchased  farms  in  the 
vicinity,  others  bought  property  in  the  town,  and  by  the  middle  of 
October  there  were  as  many  as  seventy  fatnilies  in  the  town  and  the 
immediate  neighborhood.  They  had  bought  and  paid  for  consider- 
able property,  and  were  making  arrangements  to  erect  buildings  and 
other  conveniences  for  their  comfort. 

Some  short  time  after  the  settlement  first  began,  there  was  a  mob 
meeting  called  at  Carrollton,  the  county  seat  of  Carroll  county,  and 
resolutions  passed  of  a  very  treasonable  character.  The  proceedings 
of  this  meeting  were  published  in  the  public  papers.  They  there  re- 
solved to  drive  the  Saints  out  of  the  county,  regardless  of  conse- 
quences. A  committee  was  appointed  to  go  and  warn  them  of  their 
danger,  and  to  demand  of  them  that  they  leave  the  county  forthwith. 
All  these  transactions  were  public,  and  perfectly  known  to  the  author- 
ities of  the  country,  but  not  the  most  distant  attempt  was  made  to 
bring  any  of  them  to  justice.  In  consequence  of  the  apathy  of  the 
government  the  mob  went  on  to  holding  meeting  after  meeting,  pass- 
ing resolution  after  resolution,  and  threatening  the  Saints  with  death 
unless  ihey  would  leave  their  homes  and  properly  and  go  out  of  the 
county.  These  proceedings  were  all  public  and  notorious.  This 
mob  was  led  by  two  Presbyterian  preachers,  one  by  the  name  of 
Woods,  called  Sashel  Woods,  the  other  by  the  name  of  Hancock. 
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They  did  not  attempt  to  charge  the  Saints  with  crime,  it  was  their 
religion  and  their  religion  only  to  which  they  took  exception. 

This  banditti  went  and  joined  the  Daviess  county  mob,  when  they 
commenced  their  operations  after  the  election;  and  when  they  were 
turned  into  militia  by  Atchison,  Doniphan,  and  Parks  ;  and  disbanded 
as  troops  regularly  called  out.  The  whole  posse  went  directly  from 
Daviess  county  to  attack  the  settlement  of  De  Witt,  as  well  as  the 
scattering  families  through  Carroll  county.  It  was  sometime  about 
the  last  of  September,  1838,  that  they  left  Daviess  county  for  Carroll, 
threatening  vengeance  to  the  Saints,  without  regard  to  sex  or  age. 

Daviess,  for  a  little  season,  by  this  means  was  free  from  them.  It 
was  during  this  time  that  the  people  of  Daviess  made  sale  of  their 
lands  and  other  property  to  the  Saints,  all  the  time  saying  to  their 
particular  friends,  that  they  intended,  as  soon  as  they  got  pay  for  their 
lands  and  other  property,  to  drive  the  Saints  off,  and  take  it  by  force 
from  them.  They  declared  that  they  were  fools  if  they  did  not  do  so, 
seeing  that  the  law  could  not  be  enforced  against  them  for  so  doing. 

After  they  had  left  Daviess  county  and  got  collected  at  Carroll  they 
set  guards:  The  roads  were  so  infested  wiih  them  that  travellers 
were  interrupted  on  the  way  as  they  were  peaceably  passing  along  the 
roads.  The  more  effectually  to  accomplish  their  purpose  they  sent  to 
Jackson  county  and  got  a  cannon  ;  it  was  said  to  be  a  six  pounder. 
They  also  got  balls  and  ammunition  with  the  cannon  in  abundance. 
Bodies  of  armed  men  gathered  in  to  aid  them  trom  all  the  adjoining 
counties,  particularly  fiorn  Ray,  Saline,  Howard,  Livingston,  Clinton, 
Clay,  Piatt,  and  other  parts  of  the  Slate.  Among  the  number  that 
came  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  .Tackson,  from  Howard,  who  was  ap- 
pointed their  leader.  He  was  called  Captain  Jackson,  and  was 
among  the  number  of  the  Missouri  volunteers  that  went  to  Florida, 
and  cut  such  a  figure  there,  as  reported  by  Col.  Taylor. 

The  whole  band  being  collected  they  closely  infested  the  place. 
A  large  portion  of  the  people  there  had  just  arrived,  and  they  were 
forbidden  to  go  out  of  the  place  under  pain  of  death.  They  were  de- 
prived of  getting  food  or  providing  houses  for  themselves.  As  fast 
as  their  cattle,  horses,  or  any  other  properly  got  where  they  could  get 
hold  of  it,  it  was  carried  off  as  spoil.  If  any  of  the  people  left  the 
town,  on  any  occasion,  they  were  shot  at  by  Inyers-in-wait,  who  were 
laying  concealed  for  the  purpose,  b'y  these  outrages  the  families  were 
compelled  to  live  in  their  wagons  or  in  tents,  at  least,  the  greater  part 
ef  them.  Application  was  made  to  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  for 
deliverance;  and  two  companies  of  militia  were  ordered  out.  One 
of  the  companies  was  commanded  by  Samuel  Bogard,  a  methodist 
preacher.  The  whole  was  put  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Parks — but  they  never  made  the  first  attempt  to  disperse  the  mob. 
When  the  people  of  De  Witt  enquired  of  Parks  the  reason  of  his  con- 
duct, he  always  replied  that  Bogard  and  his  company  were  so  muti- 
nous and  mobocratic  that  he  dare  not  venture  to  attempt  a  dispersion 
of  the  mob;  saying  that  if  he  did  Bogard  and  his  company,  instead  of 
dispersing  the  mob,  would  unite  with  them.  A  messenger  was  sent 
with  a  petition  to  the  Governor,  requesting  aid  from  him.  The  man 
who  took  the  petition  was  named  Caldwell — .he  went  and  saw  the 
Governor,  and  received  for  answer,  that  the  Mormons  had  got  into  a 
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scrape  and  they  might  fight  it  out,  for  he  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.     This  was  tbe  return  made  to  the  citizens  of  De  Witt. 

The  people  finding  themselves  pressed  on  every  hand  with  difficul- 
ties, and  a  mob  threatening  their  lives,  and  not  only  threatening  but 
using  all  their  efforts  to  take  them  ;  for  scouting  parties  were  round 
in  every  direclion,  stealing  cattle,  horses,  and  all  kinds  of  property 
that  they  could  get.  They  set  fire  to  a  house  owned  by  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Smith  Humphrey,  and  burnt  it  to  ashes,  and  the  man  and  his 
family  barely  escaped  with  their  lives.  Numbers  of  them  died  for 
want  of  proper  attendance  in  sickness  ;  for  they  had  been  deprived 
from  making  any  provision  whatever  for  their  families,  many  of  whom 
were  sick,  laying  in  wagons  and  in  tents,  without  any  other  shelter. 
Many  females  that  were  in  delicate  situations,  gave  birth  to  children 
under  these  forbidding  circumstances  ;  and  to  crown  all,  their  provi- 
sions were  getting  very  low,  and  they  could  see  nothing  but  actual 
starvation  before  them  by  continuing  where  they  were.  This,  added 
to  tiie  sickness  in  their  midst,  made  their  case  deplorable  indeed.  Pa- 
rents had  to  stand  still  and  witness  the  death  of  their  children  without 
the  means  even  to  make  them  comfortable  m  their  dying  moments; 
and  children  had  to  do  the  same  with  their  parents.  The  civil  autho- 
rities as  well  as  the  military  had  all  refused  to  do  their  duty,  and 
there  were  many  of  them,  at  least  as  deeply  engaged  in  the  mob  as 
any  others.  In  the  meantime  Henry  Koot  and  David  Thomas,  who 
had  been  the  sole  cause  of  the  settlement  being  made,  solicited  tho 
Saints  to  leave  the  place.  Thomas  said  he  had  assurances  from  the 
naob  that  if  they  would  leave  the  place  they  would  not  be  hurt ;  and 
that  they  would  be  p;iid  for  all  losses  which  they  had  sustained  ,  and 
that  they  had  como  as  mediators  to  accomplish  this  ol)joct;  and  that 
persons  should  be  appointed  to  set  valup  on  the  property  which  they 
had  to  leave,  and  thai  they  shotild  be  paid  for  it.  They  finally,  througii 
necessity,  had  to  comply,  and  leave  the  place.  Accordingly,  the 
committee  was  appointed — Judge  Erickson  was  one  of  the  committee 
and  Major  Flory,  of  I^utsville,  another — the  names  of  the  others  not 
recollected.  They  appraised  the  real  estate,  that  was  all.  When  the 
people  came  lo  start,  their  horses,  oxen  and  cows  were  gone,  many  of 
them,  and  could  not  be  found — it  was  known  at  the  time,  and  the 
mob  boasted  of  it,  that  they  had  killed  the  oxen  and  lived  on  them. 
A  great  number  of  cows,  oxen  and  horses  have  never  been  seen  since, 
which  doubtless  the  mob  took  and  kept.  Such  wagons  as_  could 
get  off,  started.  It  was  in  the  ffterpart  of  the  day,  on  the  1  lib  of  Oc- 
Tober,  18.38,  when  they  left  I)e  Witt  for  Caldwell  and  Daviess  coun- 
ties. They  travelled  that  day  about  twelve  miles,  and  encamped  in 
a  grove  of  timber  near  the  road.  That  evening  a  women,  who  had 
some  short  time  before  given  birth  to  a  child,  in  consecjuence  of 
the  exposure  occasinn<d  by  the  operations  of  the  mobs,,  and  having  to 
move  her  before  her  strength  would  admit,  died,  and  was  l)uried  in 
the  (rroTc  without  a  coffm.  There  were  a  considerable  number  sick, 
both  grown  persons  and  children,  which  was  principally  owing  to 
their  exposure,  and  to  their  having  been  obliged  to  live  in  their  wagons 
and  tents  so  long,  and  beinij  deprived  of  suitable  food.  No  sooner 
had  they  sfarled  than  Sashel  Woods  called  the  mob  together  and 
mad«  a  speech  to  them,  saying  that  they  must  hasten  to  assist  their 
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friends  in  Daviess  county.  Tiie  land  sales  (he  said)  were  comincr  on, 
and  if  they  could  get  the  Mormons  driven  out,  they  could  get  all  the 
lands  entitled  to  pre-emptions,  and  that  they  must  hasten  to  Daviess 
in  order  to  accomplish  their  object;  that  if  they  would  join  and  drive 
them  out  they  could  get  all  the  lands  back  agrain,  as  well  as  all  the 
pay  they  had  received  for  them.  He  assured  the  rnob  tliat  they  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  authorities  in  so  doing,  for  they  had  now  full 
proof  that  the  authorities  would  not  assist  the  Mormons,  and  that  they 
might  as  weJl  take  their  property  from  them  as  not.  His  request  was 
complied  with,  and  accordingly  the  whole  banditti  started,  taking 
with  them  their  cannon  for  Daviess  county.  In  the  meantime  Cor- 
nelius Gilliam  was  busily  engaged  in  raising  a  mob  in  Piatt  and 
Clinton  counties,  to  aid  Woods  in  his  effort  to  drive  peaceable  citizens 
from  their  homes  and  take  their  property.  After  the  mob  had  left 
Carroll  county,  there  was  ordered  out  a  part  of  two  briijades  of  militia 
to  check  their  movements.  Generals  Doniphan  and  Parks  were  in 
command  of  them,  as  it  was  part  of  their  brigades  that  were  ordered 
out.  The  first  knowledge  that  the  people  of  Caldwell  or  Daviess  had 
of  the  mob  coming  against  them  was  the  arrival  of  a  body  of  troops 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Dun,  of  Clay  county,  in  Far  West.  As 
the  people  of  Caldwell  had  no  knowledge  of  any  troops  designed  to 
come  into  the  place  their  appearance  caused  some  excitement.  Both 
the  military  and  civil  officers  immediately  met  them,  and  enquired 
into  tlie  cause  of  their  sudden  appearance  in  the  place,  without  giving 
previous  notice.  Their  commander  gave  for  answer,  tliat  "  they  had 
been  ordered  by  General  Doniphan,  to  repair  to  Daviess  county  to 
operate  against  a  mob,  which  was  on  its  march  from  Carroll  county 
to  Daviess."  This  was  on  the  first  day  of  the  week.  We  have  not  the 
precise  date,  but  it  was  in  October.  The  evening  following,  which 
was  Monday,  Gen.  Doniphan  arrived  in  Far  West.  In  consequence 
of  these  hostile  movements  on  the  part  of  the  mob,  the  people  of  Cald» 
well  had  assembled  together  to  take  such  measures  as  the  emergency 
of  the  case  might  require. 

After  the  arrival  of  Doniphan  the  authorities  made  enquiry  of  him 
concerning  the  matter,  and  the  operations  of  the  mob.  He  stated  that 
the  mob  had  gone  from  Carroll  county  with  their  cannon,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  driving  the  Saints  t'rom  Daviess  county,  and  that  he 
was  going  to  operate  against  them;  but  lie  said  his  troops  were  so 
mutinous  that  there  was  but  little  reliance  to  be  placed  in  tlioin.  He 
then  advised  the  authorities  of  Caldwell  county  to  send  out  two  or 
three  hundred  men  to  Daviess  county  to  defend  the  people  against  the 
violesce  intended  by  the  mob,  until  such  time  as  effectual  measures 
could  be  taken  by  the  authorities  to  put  a  stop  to  their  operations. 
And  he  also  told  them  that  Gilliam  was  collecting  a  mob  in  Flaitand 
other  places  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Far  West;  and  said  that  it 
wa«  absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  strong  guard  kept  at 
Far  West  to  defend  the  place.  In  accordance  witli  his  representation, 
the  authorities  of  the  county  had  the  militia  regularly  called  out,  and 
a  number  weni  to  Daviess  county  as  he  had  recommended  to  await  the 
movement  and  operations  of  the  mob,  and  to  act  accordingly. 

The  troops  that  had  been  ordered  out  by  Doniphan  went  only  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  Far  West,  and  tliere  encamped  until  he  should 
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arrive.  After  Isis  arrival,  and  giving  the  instruction  he  did,  he  went 
and  ordered  his  troops  home,  instead  of  sending  them  to  Daviess 
county. 

Immediately  after  his  departure,  Gen.  Parks  of  Ray  county,  arrived, 
and  reported  that  he  had  sent  on  a  number  of  troops  to  Daviess  from 
Ray  county,  for  the  express  purpose  of  slopping  the  operations  of  the 
mob — "  part  of  them,"  he  said,  "  were  to  be  relied  on,  and  part  of  them 
were  not."  All  the  ofilcers  said  that  Bogard  and  his  company,  which 
in  all  their  expeditions  had  formed  a  part  of  their  army,  were  not  to 
be  depended  on,  for  he  was  as  lawless,  if  not  more  so,  and  as  mobo- 
cratic  as  the  worst  of  the  mob. 

Parks,  on  his  arrival,  expressed  some  disappointment  at  not  finding 
Doniphan  there  as  he  expected,  and  also  at  his  having  ordered  his 
troops  home.  It  commenced  snowing  and  storming,  vehemently  ; 
after  which.  Parks  also  sent  his  troops  home,  and  they  returned  ;  but 
Parks  himself  went  on  to  Daviess  county.  The  mob,  by  this  time, 
felt  themselves  sufficiently  strong,  and  declaring  themselves  four 
hundred  in  number,  and  knowing  that  the  troops  had  returned  ;  they 
felt  aH-sufficient  to  commence  their  operations  ;  and  accordingly,  the 
very  night  of  Parks'  arrival  in  Daviess  county  the  mob  commenced 
their  operations.  The  first  attack  was  made  on  the  house  of  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Smith,  who  had  gone  on  business  to  Ohio.  His  wife 
was  there  alone  with  two  little  children,  neither  of  them  able  to  walk, 
and  withal,  iNIrs.  Smith  a  very  delicate  woman.  They  drove  her  out 
of  her  house  ;  there  was  a  very  heavy  snow  on  the  ground — it  was 
sbout  the  last  of  October  or  the  first  of  November.  She  took  her  two 
children  in  her  arms,  and  walked  three  miles  through  the  snow,  and 
waded  Grand  river,  to  Diahman.  During  the  night,  they  burnt  out 
seven  families,  and  took  all  their  goods  and  carried  them  oft'.  They 
swore  vengeance  against  the  Mormons,  as  they  called  them,  that  they 
should  leave  Daviess  County,  or  they  would  sacrifice  tiiem  all, 
and  that  they  would  make  no  terms  of  peace,  but  at  the  caimon's 
mouth. 

Tlie  next  morning  after  this  driving  out  and  burning,  Mr.  Lyman 
Wight,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  milita,  asked  Gen.  Parks,  what 
they  should  do,  be  now  saw  the  designs  and  purposes  of  the  mob; 
and  he  wanted  to  know  how  to  proceed. 

Here  just  let  us  remark,  that  the  saints  had  borne  the  abuse  of  the 
people  of  Missouri,  wilhout  cause  or  provocation  on  their  part,  ex- 
cept their  religion,  from  the  summer  of  1831,  until  this  time,  which 
was  the  first  of  November,  1S38,  during  which  time,  their  crops  had 
been  destroyed,  theirgoods  and  chattels  plundered,  their  houses  burned, 
and  they,  driven  off  their  farms,  in  the  face  of  the  government,  and 
appeal  after  a()|)eal,  made  to  the  authorities  for  redress;  but  none 
could  be  had,  and  iliey  had  never,  in  one  instance  retaliated;  but  sub- 
mitted to  be  thus  robbed  and  plundered  ;  and  now  they  were  not  dis- 
posed to  move,  until  the  authorities  of  the  country  said  so:  and  see- 
ing Gen.  Parks,  was  there,  they  appealed  to  him.  Parks  replied, 
with  an  oath,  "go  and  give  them  a  complete  dressing,  for  you  will 
never  have  any  peace  with  them,  until  you  do  it;  and  I  will  stand 
between  you  and  all  difficulty." 

Havintr  the  orders  of  their  General,  a  man  by  the  name  of  David 
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W.  Patten,  took  one  hundred  men,  and  went  to  give  tliem  battle, 
though  they  reported  themselves  four  hundred  strong,  and  had  a  can- 
non. As  Mr.  Patten  gave  the  chase,  the  mob  fled  before  him.  The 
pursuit  laS'ted  for  two  or  three  days,  during  which  time,  a  general  de- 
struction of  property  took  place,  burning  houses,  &c.  The  saints 
fled  into  Diahman,  with  what  they  could  carry  with  them,  and  the  . 
rest  of  their  property  was  destroyed.  They  drove  in,  such  of  their 
cattle,  horses,  hogs  and  sheep  as  they  could  get.  Their  houses  were 
soon  wrapped  in  flames,  and  what  they  had  left  behind  them,  made 
a  prey  of. 

Mr.  Patten,  at  last  got  so  near  the  mob,  they  left  their  cannon  and 
fled.  He  took  the  cannon,  and  returned  to  Diahraan,  and  thus  ended 
the  scene  of  destruction.  It  is  necessary  for  a  proper  understanding 
of  this  matter,  about  the  destruction  of  property,  for  the  reader  to 
know  that  the  saints  had  bought  a.  heavy  portion  of  Daviess  County  ; 
for  which,  there  are  documents  now  to  show,  and  were  to  have  pos- 
session in  a  short  time.  Let  it  be  noticed  that  the  mob,  in  these  burn- 
ings, had  little  to  lose  ;  they  had  got  their  pay,  for  both  their  houses 
and  their  lands,  and  iheir  whole  object  was,  to  drive  the  saints  from 
them,  and  keep  both  their  lands  and  their  pay  ;  vvliich  by  the  assist- 
ance of  Governor  Boggs,  they  have  been  enabled  to  do.  The  mob 
declared,  while  they  were  selling  their  lands,  that  they  would  do  so, 
and  if  they  could  not  accomplish  their  object  any  other  way,  they 
would  burn  their  houses,  and  report  the  saints  had  done  it.  This  can 
be  proven  by  Mr.  Uriah  B.  Powel. 

After  the  mob  was  dispersed,  and  their  cannon  taken,-  ihe  people 
from  Caldwell,  returned  home,  in  hopes  of  having  peace;  but  this 
hope  proved  to  be  vain,  for  Cornelius  Gilliam,  who  had  been  very 
active  in  the  mob,  and  a  commander  of  one  of  their  companies,  that 
was  painted,  commenced  collecting  his  painted  and  scattered  forces 
on  a  stream,  that  was  called  the  Grindstone.  After  he  had  got  as  he 
supposed,  a  sufficient  number  of  them  collected  and  well  painted,  he 
came  into  Caldwell  County,  and  took  cattle  and  horses,  &c.;  and  the 
people  of  Caldwell  had  to  set  guards,  to  protect  their  property. 

Some  short  time  after  Gilliam  commenced  his  operations,  messen- 
gers came  to  Far  West,  reporting,  that  in  the  south  part  of  Cald- 
Caldwell,  there  was  a  body  of  armed  men,  threatening  the  lives  of 
the  people,  and  ordering  them  out  of  the  County  by  11  o'clock  the 
next  morning  under  })ain  of  death,  unless  they  would  renounce  their 
religion:  that  they  had  burned,  and  were  burning  houses — had  set 
fire  to  a  wagon  load  of  goods,  which  a  man  had  not  unloaded  at  his 
door — that  they  were  breaking  into  houses — taking  tlieir  guns,  and 
they  had  actually  taken  three  prisoners.  The  same  report  reached, 
again  about  midnight.  On  the  arrival  of  the  second  report,  the  be- 
forementioned  Mr.  Patten,  took  about  sixty  men,  and  went  to  inquire 
into  the  affair.  When  he  got  to  the  place,  the  mob  had  moved :  he 
went  in  pursuit,  and  unexpectedly,  fell  in  with  their  guards.  The 
guard  fired,  and  killed  one  of  his  men.  Patten  then  ordered  a  rush  : 
they  immediately  fell  on  them  ;  the  company  flod  very  soon,  but  not 
until  Mr.  Patten  was  killed,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gideon  Car- 
ter;  the  name  of  one  killed  by  the  guard,  was  Patterson  O'Banian. 
Bogard,  reported  one  killed,  and  a  number  wounded. 
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After  this  aflVay,  Uio  men  returned  home.  Uul  all  peace  had  lied 
away;  mobl>iiig  parlies  were  in  every  direction:  it  was  dangerous 
lor  a  man  to  go  any  distance  from  his  honse,-  if  lie  did,  and  was  on 
horseback,  a  gang  of  mobbers  would  take  his  liorse  from  him  ;  or  if 
with  a  wagon  and  team,  the  wagon  and  team  would  both  be  taken,  and 
this  would  be  the  last  of  them.  These  parties,  were  throwing  down 
fences,  and  turning  creatures  into  the  cornfields,  turnip  and  potatoe 
jiatches,  &c.  Some  who  were  considered  first  in  the  county,  were 
engaged  in  this  foul  business.  Such  as  Cornelius  Gilliam,  state 
senator;  .ludge  Smith,  a  judge  in  the  Daviess  County  Court;  and 
men  of  this  stamp,  were  not  only  there,  but  leaders,  and  excited  oth- 
ers to  acts  of  wickedness. 

Matters  contiiuu'd  thus,  until  the  'JOth  of  October.  On  this  day,  a 
large  army  came  and  halted  in  a  liitle  skirt  of  woods,  about  a  milt- 
from  Far  West.  Shortly  before  they  reached  tiieir  place  of  encaiiip- 
ment,  they  passed  by  the  house  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Carey;  he 
was  a  stranger  in  tiie  country.  One  of  the  army,  or  rather  mob,  for 
such,  they  truly  were,  walked  up  to  him,  and  beat  his  brains  out  witli 
his  gun.  They  took  him  up,  and  threw  him  into  a  wagon,  and  took 
him  oil  with  them,  and  refused  to  let  his  family  see  liim,  or  admin- 
ister to  him.  After  keeping  him  for  a  length  of  time,  ihey  finally  let 
his  family  have  him.     He  expired  shortly  after. 

This  cool  blooded  murder,  was  |)assed  by,  as  a  matter  of  no  conse- 
(juence  ;  though  it  was  known  to  all  the  odicers.  'J'lie  man  who  com- 
mitted the  munlcr,  was  by  the  name  of  Donihuc 

Who  they  were,  or  what  tln^y  were  after,  no  one  knew.  It  was  ni- 
inored  that  such  an  army  had  crossed  the  Caldwell  line;  and  the 
authorities  sent  out  men,  to  imjuire  who  they  were;  and  what  they 
were  after;  but  no  information  could  be  obtained,  until  the  arm}' 
arrived.  Shortly  after  tiieir  arrival,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Pomeroy, 
came  to  the  town  bearing  a  white  (lag;  and  said  he  wanted  three  per- 
Rons  cut  of  the  town,  before  it  was  massacred,  and  the  rest  would  all 
be  put  to  the  sword. 

The  persons  they  called  for,  refused  to  go,  saying  that  if  their 
friends  had  to  be  slaughtered,  they  would  dii*  with  them.  The  mes- 
senijer  shed  a  few  crockadile  tears,  and  went  l)ack  to  their  camp. 

Shortly  after  he  returned,  behold!  here  comes  (Jeneral  Doniphan, 
with  his  brigade;  marching  towards  the  town,  in  linn  of  battle.  To 
this  brigade,  wns  presented  a  linn  also,  in  battle  order,  consisting  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  The  General  gaxid  upon  thi-m,  and 
thout:lil  best  to  order  a  halt.  He  paused  and  looked,  and  then  ordered 
a  retreat,  and  went  back  to  the  ramp.  • 

During  thesf  nianeuvres,  i>f  (ienera!  I.ucas'  army,  for  such  the  army 
proved  to  lie,  Cornelius  CJilliam,  with  his  banditti  of  painted  plun- 
derers, was  prowling  around  tht^  (-'ounty  [iliiiulHring  all  things  that 
they  could  get  their  hands  on,  and  carryiHg  them  ofl'. 

After  the  before-mentioned  nianPuv»riiii>,  (iemral  Lucas  stMit  word 
lo  the  town  that  there  should  not  be  any  harm  done  to  it  that  night  : 
but  Htill  there  were  marauding  parties,  which  were  threatening  to 
burn  it;  and  in  consequenre,  it  was  thought  best  to  throw  up  a  little 
breast-work  around  the  town,  and  yet  guaids  to  watch  their  move- 
ments. This  done,  it  was  composed  of  rails,  house-logs,  empty 
wngoos,  &c. 
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As  their  custom  had  been  from  the  beginning,  so  it  was  now  ;  Cor- 
nelius Gilliam  with  his  banditti  of  painted  ruffians,  were  incorporated 
with  the  army  and  called  Militia;  and  this  was  an  atonement  for  all 
the  thefts,  robberies,  and  other  outrages,  which  they  had  committed 
against  the  public  peace. 

Sometime  in  the  course  of  the  next  day,  after  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Lucas'  army,  we  were  made  acquainted  with  the  fact,  that  they 
were  there,  by  the  orders  of  the  Governor.  Until  this  time,  we  sup- 
posed that  they  were  a  mob.    .Here  follows  the  Governor's  order: 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Militia,    7 
City  of  Jejfcrson,  Oct.  21  th,  1838.    5 

Sir  : — Since  the  order  of  the  morning  to  you,  directing  you  to  come 
with  four  hundred  mounted  men,  to  be  raised  within  your  Division,  I 
have  received,  hy  Amos  Rees,  Esq.,  and  Wiley  C.  Williams,  Esq., 
one  of  my  aids,  information  of  the  most  appalling  character,  which 
changes  entirely  the  face  of  things,  and  places  the  Mormons  in  the 
attitude  of  an  avowed  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  of  having  made  war 
upon  the  people  of  tliis  State.  Your  orders  are  therefore,  to  hasten 
your  operations  and  endeavor  to  reach  Richmond  in  Ray  County, 
with  all  possible  speed.  The  Mormons  must  be  treated  as  enemies 
and  must  be  exterminated,  or  driven  from  the  State,  if  necessary  for 
the  public  peace. 

Their  outrages,  are  beyond  all  description.  If  you  can  increase  your 
force,  you  are  authorized  to  do  so,  to  any  extent  you  may  think  neces- 
sary. I  have  just  issued  orders  to  Major  General  Wollock  of  Marion 
County,  to  raise  five  hundred  men,  and  to  march  them  to  the  northern 
part  of  Daviess  County  and  there  to  unite  with  Gen.  Doniphan  of 
Clay — who  has  been  ordered  with  five  Imndred  men,  to  proceed  to  the 
same  point  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  retreat  of  the  Mor- 
mons to  tlie  north.  Tliey  have  been  directed  to  communicate  with 
you  by  express.  You  can  also  communicate  with  them  if  you  find 
it  necessary.  Instead  therefore,  of  proceeding  as  at  first  directed  to 
re-instate  the  citizens  of  Daveiss  in  their  houses,  you  will  proceed 
immediately  to  Richmond,  and  there  operate  against  the  Mormons. 
Brigadier  General  Parks  of  Ray,  has  been  ordered  to  have  four  hun- 
dred of  his  Brigade  in  readiness  to  join  you  at  Richmond.  The 
whole  force  will  be  placed  under  your  command. 

(Signed)     L.  W.  BOGGS, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-chief. 

To  Gen.  Clark. 

s 

This  order  of  Boggs',  was  given,  as  he,  and  the  whole  band  of  them 
|)retended,  in  consequence  of  tlio  Bogard  battle :  pretending  that  he 
had  been  sent  llicre,  liy  legal  authority.  Now,  for  this  legal  business. 
Bogard  carne  into  Caldwell,  wiliiout  any  legal  authority  whatever, 
and  committed  all  his  outrages  :  hut  after  he  had  committed  them,  he 
sends  a  messenger  to  General  Atcliisoii,  for  authority.  Atchison  sets 
down  and  sends  him  a  writing,  authfiriziiig  him  to  guard  the  line,  be- 
tween the  coimties  of  Ray  and  (/'aldwcll.  General  Atchison's  order 
to  Bogard,  was  copied  hy  Saniut  I  Tiilary  after  dark,  on  the  evening 
before  the  battle  was  fought,  and  that  was  fought  before  daylight  thg 


next  morninor,  and  the  letter  had  to  be  carried  some  thirty  or  forty 
miles.  Here  was  anotlier  piece  of  lefjerdemain.  Bogard  was  turned 
into  militia,  to  hide  up  his  wicliedness.  We  had  tliis  account  from 
the  mouth  of  Samuel  Tiliary;  he  is  a  Clerk  of  tiie  Circuit  Court  in 
Clay  County  and  acts  as  clerk  for  General  Atchison. 

Let  the  reader  particularly  notice,  that  this  L.  \V.  Boggs,  was 
well  acquainted  with  tho  operations  of  the  mob,  for  the  space  of  five 
years  ;  having  been  the  leader  of  it  once  himself,  at  the  time  it  raged 
in  Jackson  County  ;  and  had  been  petitioned,  again  and  again,  after 
he  was  Covernor,  to  stop  its  ravages  ;  and  in  every  instance  refused 
to  do  it.  He  now  perfectly  knew  that  the  whole  difficulty,  iiad  origi- 
nated in  consequence  of  its  violence  and  plunder:  yet  notwithstand- 
ing this,  he  issued  the  above  order.  Boggs,  said,  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  vote,  which  tiic  Mormons  gave  at  the  late  election,  he 
would  have  exterminated  them  before. 

After  the  citizens  of  Caldwell  were  made  acquainted  with  the  fact, 
that  General  Lucas  was  there,  by  the  Governor's  order,  they  ceased 
to  take  any  measures  for  defence;  but  submitted  immediately. 

In  the  meantime,  the  army  employed  itself  in  destroying  the  corn- 
fields, potatoes  and  turnips,  and  in  inking  horses  and  plundering 
houses.  Houses  were  searched  by  them,  as  closely  to  find  money, 
as  a  man  would  be  searched  by  a  set  of  Arabs  after  a  shipwreck. 
Erery  dollar  was  carried  off,  that  could  be  found,  while  the  lives  of 
the  owners  were  threatened,  if  they  offered  the  least  resistance.  Cat- 
tle, hogs  and  sheep,  were  shot  down,  and  left  on  the  ground  to  rot. 
Men,  women  and  children,  were  insulted  and  abused,  in  a  most  brutal 
manner! 

We  return  again  to  the  maneuvering  of  the  Officers.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  second  day  after  their  arrival,  they  sent  a  messenger  to  a 
number  of  persons,  intorining  them,  that  they  w.mtod  them  to  come 
into  their  camp;  as  they  wished  to  have  a  consultation  with  them: 
and  tiiey  pledged  their  sacred  honors,  that  they  should  be  at  liberty 
to  return  to  tht;  town,  by  eight  o'clock,  the  next  morning.  The  per- 
sons, called  for,  were  Lyman  Wigiit,  George  VV.  Hobinson,  Parley  P. 
Pr»tt,  Joseph  Smith  Jr.,  and  Sidney  Higdon.  It  was  supposed  that 
confidence  might  be  placed  in  the  word  of  Major  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
erals; and  accordingly,  the  persons  called  for,  went   into  their  camp. 

When  they  started  to  go,  instead  of  meeting  a  white  flag,  as  was 
expected  to  conduct  them  in  safety,  alone  to  the  camp  ;  here  comes 
the  whole  army,  with  a  cannon  with  it,  and  Lucas,  at  its  head!  The 
persons  before  mentioned,  were  inmiediattly  taken  as  prisoners  of 
war.  The  c?.nnon  guard,  was  commanded  to  take  them,  and  guard 
them  into  the  camp,  as  such  ;  and  a  loaded  cannon,  drove  close  behind 
them. 

But  to  describe  this  scene,  would  defy  the  pen  of  a  Scott.  Guns 
were  snapping  in  every  (piarter.  Tho  yellings,  the  bowlings,  the 
screamlngs,  we  think,  were  nevwr  equalled!  Wo  thought,  at  the 
time,  that  wo  Tnight  perhaps,  hear  something  like  it,  if  we  were  at 
the  gates  of  perdition;  hearing  the  bowlings  of  the  miserable;  but 
we  think,  except  that  could  exceed  it,  it  never  was  equalled.  After 
they  pot  into  the  camp,  there  was  a  etrong  guard  placed  around  them. 
It  will  be  seen  by  tiiis,  how  much  reliance  could  be  placed  in  the 
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sacred  honor  of  these  Generals.  We  generally  expect  to  find  men  of 
so  high  office,  abide  by  their  word,  even  at  the  risk  of  life.  General 
Doniphan  confessed,  that  the  persons  thus  betrayed,  were  to  be  let 
return,  the  next  morning.  Let  so  much  suffice  for  their  word  and 
their  sacred  honor. 

The  next  day  after  they  were  betrayed  into  the  camp,  Lucas  order- 
ed all  the  persons  in  the  County  of  Caldwell,  to  give  up  their  arms. 
After  the  arms  were  given  up,  the  men  were  kept  under  guard  ;  and 
all  property  holders,  compelled  to  sign  a  Deed  of  Trust,  signing  away 
all  their  property,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  and  they  were 
all  commanded  to  leave  the  State,  under  pain  of  extermination,  be- 
tween that  and  corn-planting  the  next  spring. 

At  the  time  of  giving  up  the  arms,  there  again  followed  another 
scene  of  bratality.  The  troops  ran  from  house  to  house,  taking  all 
the  arms  they  could  find,  from  old  men,  that  never  thought  of  goinor 
into  the  field  of  battle  ;  but  there  must  not  be  left  a  single  gun  in  the 
County  ;  so  the  troops  ran  as  before  described,  like  a  parcel  of  raven- 
ous wolves;  but  their  great  object,  in  the  pursuit  of  guns,  was,  to 
find  plunder.  They  wanted  to  get  into  the  houses,  to  see  if  there 
was  not  something  they  could  carry  off.  Thus  they  plundered 
until  they  got  satisfied.  To  secreet  their  property  from  their  ravages, 
the  people  had  to  go  and  hide  it  in  the  bushes,  or  any  where  they 
could  find  a  place  of  concealment.  The  troops  found  some  of  the 
property  that  had  been  hid.  This,  produced  another  savage  opera- 
tion. Those  wild  creatures,  tearing  like  mad  men  under  hay-stacks, 
tearing  up  floors,  hunting,  pretendedly  after  arms;  but  the  abundance 
of  property  plundered,  testifies  that  they  had  another  object  in  view. 

'While  the  troops  were  thus  engaged,  the  officers  were  busi  y 
employed  in  forming  some  plan  to  dispose  of  those  whom  they 
bad  betrayed  into  their  camp.  Seventeea  preachers  and  nine- 
teen commissioned  officers  met  with  Generals  Lucas  and  Wilson 
and  held  a  court  martial.  The  prisoners  were  never  admitted 
into  it  at  all — they  were  not  allowed  to  plead,  introduce  evidence, 
or  any  thing  else.  Finally,  the  august  body  came  to  a  decision  ; 
and  that  was,  that  at  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning  they  should 
be  taken  into  the  public  square,  in  the  presence  of  their  families, 
and  shot.  Who  amonj:  the  military  characters  of  the  day  will 
not  say  that-..Samuel  D.  Lucas  is  fit  to  command  an  army,  when 
he  was  at  the  head  of  such  a  court-martial  as  this! 

At  these  high-handed  and  lawless  measures  General  Doriiphan 
demurred— he  told  them  tliat  there  was  not  one  of  them  in  the 
least  degree  acquainted  with  the  military  law,  and  understood 
nothing  about  court-martials;  and,  for  his  part,  if  they  were 
going  to  pursue  that  course  his  hand  should  be  clear  of  it — and  he 
forthwith  ordered  his  brigade  to  prepare,  and  he  marched  them 
off.  This  deterred  the  others,  seeing  Doniphan  was  the  only 
lawyer  in  their  number.  We  presume  they  would  have  carried 
their  design  into  eflect  had  it  not  been  for  Doniphan's  leaving 
them.     We  had  this  account  from  the  lips  of  Doniphan  himself. 

Our  families  had  been   apprised  of  their  intentions,  and  were 
waiting  in  awful  suspense,  the  arrival  of  the  fatal  hour.     Hovv- 
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c-vcr,   Ihcy  clianged   their  purpose,  and  it  was  decreed   tliat  we 
bhould  be  carried  to  Jackson  county. 

While  these  things  irere  carrying  on  in  and  about  Far  West, 
scenes  still  more  horrid  and  soul-thrilling  were  going  on  in  an- 
other part  of  the  county,  at  a  place  called  llaunn's  Mill,  because 
a  man  of  that  name  built  a  mill  there.  We  will  give  tiiis  account 
from  the  pen  of  eye-witnesses — we  will  give  it  from  the  testimony 
of  three  who  liave  testified  to  it  ;  that  is,  Joseph  Youngs  and  his 
wife,  and  David  Lewis.  ^^  e  also  have  the  testimony  of  Mrs.  A. 
Smith,  whose  husband,  and  a  little  son  of  nine  years  of  age,  were 
killed,  and  also  a  younger  boy  wounded.  l?ut  wishing  to  bring 
our  account  to  as  narrow  limits  as  possible,  we  omit  inserting  it. 

Here  follows  the  testimony  of  Joseph  Youngs  and  his  wife, 
transcribed  from  their  own  hand-writing. 

The  following  is  a  short  history  of  my  travels  to  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  of  a  bloody  tragedy  acted  at  Ilaunn's  Mill's  on 
Shoal  Creek,  October  :30,  1838: 

On  the  Gth  day  of  July  last  I  started  with  my  family  from  Kirt- 
land,  Ohio,  for  the  State  of  Missouri,  the  county  of  Caldwell,  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  State,  being  the  place  of  my  destination. 
On  the  VM\\  of  October  I  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Louisiana,  at 
which  ])lace  I  heard  vague  reports  of  the  disturbances  in  the 
upper  country,  but  nothing  that  could  be  relied  upon.  T  con- 
tinued my  course  westward  till  I  crossed  Grand  river,  at  a  place 
called  Compton's  ferry,  at  which  place  I  heard  for  the  first  time 
that  if  I  proceeded  any  further  on  my  journey  I  would  be  in  dan- 
ger of  being  stopi)ed  by  a  body  of  anned  men.  I  was  not  willing, 
however,  wliile  treading  my  native  soil,  and  breathing  republican 
air  to  abandon  my  object,  which  was  to  locate  myself  and  family 
in  a  fine  healthy  country,  where  we  could  enjoy  the  society  of  our 
friends  and  connexions  ;  consequently,  I  prosecuted  my  journey 
till  I  came  to  ^^  hitney's  3Iills,  situated  on  Slioal  Creek,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Caldwell  county.  After  crossing  the  creek  and 
going  about  tliree  miles,  we  met  a  party  of  the  mob,  about  forty 
in  number,  armed  with  rides  and  mounted  on  horses,  u  ho  inform- 
ed us  tiiat  we  could  go  no  farther  west,  threatening  us  with  in- 
stant death  if  we  proceeded  any  further.  I  asked  them  tlic 
reason  of  this  prohibition,  to  which  tlicy  replied  that  wc  were 
Mormons,  and  that  every  one  who  adhered  to  our  religious  faith 
would  liave  to  leave  the  State  in  ten  days  or  renounce  their  re- 
ligion— accordingly  they  drove  us  back  to  the  mills  above  mcn- 
tioDed.  Here  we  tarried  three  days,  and  on  Friday  the  twenty- 
sixth  we  rccrosscd  the  creek,  and,  following  up  its  banks,  we 
succeeded  in  eluding  the  mob  for  the  time  being,  atiil  gained  the 
residence  of  a  friend  in  Myers'  settlement.  On  Sunday  S^th  of 
October  we  arrived  about  noon  at  Ilaunn's  IMills,  where  we  found 
a  number  of  our  friends  collected  together,  who  were  holding  a 
council,  and  deliberating  on  the  best  course  for  them  to  pursue, 
to  defend  themselves  against  the  mob,  who  were  collecting  in  the 
neighborhood,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Jennings  of  Livingston, 
and  threatening  them  with  house-burning  and   killing.     The  de« 
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cision  of  the  council  was  that  our  friends  there  shonld  place 
themselves  in  an  attitude  of  self-defence.  Accordingly  about 
twenty  eight  of  our  men  armed  themselves,  and  were  in  constant 
readiness  for  an  attack  of  any  small  body  of  men  that  might  come 
upon  them.  The  simo  evening,  for  some  cause  best  known  to 
themselves,  the  mob  sent  one  of  their  number  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  our  friends,  which  was  accepted  of,  on  the  condition 
of  mutual  forbearance  on  both  sides,  and  that  each  party,  as  far 
as  their  influence  extended,  shonld  exert  themselves  to  prevent 
any  further  hostilities  upon  either  party.  At  this  time,  however, 
there  was  another  mob  collecting  on  Grand  river,  at  William 
Mann's,  who  were  threatening  us  ;  consequently,  we  remained 
under  arms  on  Monday  the  29th,  which  passed  away  without 
molestation  from  any  quarter.  On  Tuesday  the  30th  that  bloody 
tragedy  was  acted,  the  scenes  of  which  I  shall  never  forget. 

More  than  three-fourths  of  the  day  had  passed  in  tranquility, 
as  smiling  as  the  preceding  one.  I  think  there  was  no  individual 
of  our  company  tljat  was  apprised  of  the  sudden  and  awful  fate 
that  hung  over  our  heads,  like  an  overwhelming  torrent,  to  change 
the  prospects,  the  feelings  and  circumstances  of  about  thirty 
families.  The  banks  of  Shoal  creek,  on  either  side,  teemed  with 
children  sporting  and  playing,  while  their  mothers  were  engaged 
in  domestic  employments,  and  their  father  employed  in  guarding 
the  mills  and  other  property,  while  others  were  engaged  in 
gathering  in  their  crops  for  their  winter  consumption.  The 
weather  was  very  pleasant — the  sun  shone  clear — all  was  tran- 
quil, and  no  one  expressed  any  apprehensions  of  the  awful  crisis 
that  was  near  us,  even  at  our  doors. 

It  was  about  4  o'clock,  while  sitting  in  my  cabin,  with  my 
babe  in  my  arms,  and  my  wife  standing  by  my  side,  the  door 
being  open,  I  cast  my  eyes  on  the  opposite  bank  of  Shoal  creek, 
and  saw  a  large  company  of  armed  men  on  horses,  directing  their 
course  towards  the  mills  with  all  possible  speed.  As  they  ad- 
vanced through  the  scattering  trees  that  stood  on  the  edge  of  the 
prairie,  they  seemed  ti»  form  themselves  into  a  three  square  posi- 
tion, forming  a  van  guard  in  front.  At  this  moment,  David 
Evans,  seeing  the  superiority  of  their  numbers,  (there  being  two 
hundred  and  forty  of  them,  according  to  their  own  account) 
swung  his  hat  and  cried  for  peace.  This  not  being  heeded,  they 
continued  to  advance,  and  their  leader,  Mr.  Gomstock,  fired  a 
gun,  which  was  followed  by  a  solemn  pause  of  ten  or  twelve 
seconds,  when  all  at  once,  they  discharged  about  one  hundred 
rifles,  aiming  at  a  black-smith  shop,  into  which  our  friends  had 
fled  for  safety,  and  charging  up  to  the  shop,  the  cracks  of  which 
between  the  logs  were  sulficiently  large  to  enable  them  to  aim 
directly  at  the  bodies  of  those  who  had  there  flod  for  refuge  from 
the  fire  of  their  murderers.  There  were  several  families  tented 
in  rear  of  the  shop  whoso  lives  were  exposed,  and  amidst  a  shower 
of  bullets,  fled  to  the  woods  in  different  directions.  After  stand- 
ing and  gazing  on  this  bloody  scene  for  a  few  minutes,  and  finding 
fn jsGlf  in  the  utmost  danger,  the  bullets  having  reached  the  Ijouso 
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where  I  was  living,  I  committed  my  family  to  the  protection  of 
hearen,  and  leaving  the  house  on  the  opposite  side,  I  took  a  path 
which  led  up  the  hill,  following  in  the  trail  of  three  of  my  breth- 
ren that  had  fled  from  the  shop.  While  ascending  tlic  hill,  we 
were  discovered  by  tlie  mob,  who  immediately  fired  at  us,  and 
continued  so  to  do  till  we  reached  the  summit.  In  descending 
the  hill  I  secreted  myself  in  a  tliicket  of  bushes,  where  I  lay  till 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  at  which  time  I  heard  a  female 
Toice  calling  my  name  in  an  under  tone,  telling  me  that  tlie  mob 
had  gone  and  there  was  no  danger.  I  immediately  left  the  thicket 
and  went  to  the  house  of  ilenjamin  Lewis,  where  I  found  my 
family  (who  had  fled  there)  in  safety,  and  two  of  my  friends  mor- 
tally wounded,  one  of  whom  died  before  morning. 

Here  we  passed  that  awful  night  in  deep  and  painful  reflections 
on  the  scenes  of  the  preceding  evening.  After  day-liglit  appear- 
ed, some  four  or  five  men,  with  myself,  who  had  escaped  with  our 
lives  from  the  horrid  massacre,  repaired,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
the  mills,  to  learn  the  condition  of  our  friends,  whose  fate  we  had 
truly  anticipated. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Haunn,  we  found  Mr. 
Merrick's  body  lying  in  the  rear  of  the  house,  JMr.  IMcBride's  in 
front,  literally  mangled  from  head  to  foot.  We  were  informed  by 
Miss  Ilebecca  Judd,  who  was  an  eye-witness,  tiiat  he  was  shot 
with  his  own  pun,  after  he  had  given  it  up,  aud  tiien  was  cut  to 
pieces  with  an  old  corn  cutter,  by  a  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Daviess  coun- 
ty, who  keeps  a  ferry  on  Grand  river,  and  who  has  since  repeat- 
edly boasted  of  this  act  of  savage  barbarity.  Mr.  York's  body 
we  found  in  tlie  house,  and  after  viewing  these  corpses  we  imme- 
diately went  to  the  black-smith's  sliop,  where  we  found  nine  of 
our  friends,  eight  of  whom  were  already  dead,  the  otiicr,  Mr. 
Cox,  cf  Indiana,  struggling  in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  soon  ex- 
pired. We  immediately  prepared  and  carried  them  to  a  place  of 
interment.  This  last  office  of  kindness,  due  to  the  relics  of  de- 
parted friends,  was  not  attended  witli  the  customary  ceremonies 
nor  decency — for  we  were  in  jeopardy,  every  moment  expecting 
to  be  fired  on  by  tiie  mob,  who  wc  supposed  were  lying  in  am- 
bush, waiting  for  the  first  opportunity  lo  (lcs|iatcli  tlic  remaining 
few,  who  were  providentially  jjreservcd  from  tiie  ulauglitcr  of  the 
preceding  day  ;  however,  we  accomi>lishcd  witliout  m(jlestation 
this  painful  task.  TI.e  place  of  burying  was  a  vault  iti  tbe  ground, 
formerly  intended  for  a  well,  into  wliich  wc  threw  the  bodies  of 
our  friends  promiscuously.  Among  tliose  slain,  I  will  mention 
Sardius  Smith,  son  of  Warren  .Smith,  about  nine  years  old,  who, 
through  fear,  had  crawled  under  the  bellows  in  the  shop,  where 
be  remained  until  the  fiiassacre  was  over,  when  he  was  discover- 
ed by  a  Mr.  Glaze  of  Carroll  county,  who  presented  his  rifle  near 
the  boy's  head  and  literally  blowed  off  the  upper  part  of  it.  Mr. 
Stanly,  of  Carroll,  told  me  afterwards  that  (_»la/,e  boasted  of  this 
deed  all  over  the  county. 

The  number  killed  and  mortally  wounded  in  (his  wanton 
slaughter  was  eighteen  orninctcen,  whose  names,  as  far  as  I  can 
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recollect,  were  as  follows  :  Thomas  McBride,  Levi  Merrick,  Elias 
Benncr,  Josiah  Fuller,  Benjamin  Lewis,  Alexander  Campbell, 
Warren  Smith,  Sardius  Smith,  George  Richards,  Mr.  Napier,  Mr. 
Harmer,  Mr.  Cox,  JMr.  Abbot,  Mr.  York,  Win.  Merrick,  a  boy 
8  or  9  years  old,  and  three  or  four  more  whose  names  I  do  not 
recollect,  as  they  were  strangers  to  me.  Among  the  wounded 
who  recovered  were  Isaac  Laney,  who  had  six  balls  shot  through 
him,  two  through  his  body,  one  through  each  arm,  and  the  other 
two  through  his  hips.  JVathan  K.  Knight  shot  through  the  body, 
Mr.  Yokum,    who   was   severely    wounded,    besides    being    shot 

through  the  head;  Jacob  jMyers, Myers,  Tarlton  Lewis,  xMr. 

Haunn,  and  several  others.  Miss  Mary  Stedvvell,  while  fleeing, 
was  shot  through  the  hand  and  fainting,  fell  over  a  log,  into  which 
they  shot  upwards  of  twenty  balls. 

To  finish  their  work  of  destruction,  this  band  of  murder- 
ers, composed  of  men  from  Daviess,  Livingston,  Ray,  Caldwell, 
and  Carroll  counties,  led  by  some  of  the  principal  men  of  that 
section  of  the  upper  country,  proceeded  to  rob  the  houses,  wagons 
and  tents,  of  bedding  and  clothing  ;  drove  off  horses  and  wagons, 
leaving  widows  and  orphans  destitute  of  the  necessaries  of  life  ; 
and  even  stripped  the  clothing  from  the  bodies  of  the  slain  ! 

According  to  their  own  account,  they  fired  seven  rounds  in  this 
awful  massacre,  making  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  shots  at  a 
little  company  of  about  thirty  in  number! 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  statement  of  facts  relative  to 
the  above  mentioned  massacre,  according  to  my  best  recollection. 
^Signed)  JOSEPH  YOUN(J. 

JANE  A.  YOUNG. 
DAVID  LEWIS'  CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  MASSACRE. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  massacre  at  Shoal  creek,  we  made 
peace  with  the  mob  characters  living  near  us,  as  declaration  had 
been  made  by  the  leaders  of  tlie  band  that  all  persons  who  would 
not  take  up  arms  against  the  society  should,  with  the  Mormons, 
be  driven  out  of  the  Slate  ;  and  thus  drawing  the  division  line  so 
close  that  we  thought  it  necessary  to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  our 
neighbors  around  us.  We  met  them,  and  an  agreement  was  en- 
tered into  between  us  that  we  would  live  in  peace  let  others  do  as 
they  would.  A  large  number  of  our  company  living  at  the  mill  at 
that  time  were  emigrants  who  had  just  come  into  the  place.  On 
the  30th  of  October,  1838,  without  apprehending  any  danger 
whatever  from  the  mob,  we  were  visited  by  about  three  hun- 
dred mounted  men,  coming  with  great  Gpeed,  and  fell  upon  us 
with  the  ferocity  of  tigers.  They  were  not  discovered  until 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  >us.  They  immediately 
commenced  firing  upon  us,  without  asking  us  to  surrender,  or 
even  giving  us  to  understand  what  they  wanted,  only  as  we  weie 
taught  by  tiie  sound  of  guns,  the  groans  of  the  dying,  a84\tUe 
screams  of  the  women  and  children,  being  only  about  f^^  in 
number,  and  wholly  unprepared  to  engage  in  any  contestT^at- 
evcr.  \Ve  were  forced  to  take  shelter  under  cover  of  an  oldT^g 
building,  used  as  a  blacksniith-ahop,  which  was  neither  chincked 
pr  muddcd.  d* 
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When  men  ran  out  and  called  for  peace,  they  were  shot  down  ; 
when  they  held  up  their  hats  j^nd  handkerchiefs,  and  crying  for 
mercy,  they  were  shot  down  ;  when  they  attempted  to  run,  they 
were  cut  down  by  the  fire  of  guns;  and  when  they  stood  still,  they 
were  shot  down  by  putting  their  guns  through  the  cracks  of  the 
building.  After  pleading  for  mercy,  and  having  none  shown  us, 
and  seeing  they  were  determined  to  slaughter  us  en  viasse.  and 
many  of  our  brethren  slain  around  us,  leaving  our  numbers  but 
few,  and  seeing  it  was  but  death  for  us,  we  concluded  to  sell  our 
lives  as  dear  as  possible,  and  soon  commenced  firing  at  the  mob, 
who  were  firing  from  all  directions  at  us.  But  few  of  the  mob 
were  injured,  in  consequence  of  their  shielding  themselves  by 
trees  and  logs;  women  and  children  were  equally  brutally  treated 
with  the  men,  and  found  no  place  upon  the  sympathies  of  these 
murderers.  One  women,  by  the  name  of  JMary  Steadwell  was 
shot  through  the  hand  while  holding  it  up  in  the  attitude  of  de- 
fence. As  she  ran  from  the  mob,  others  pierced  her  clothes  ; 
after  running  as  far  as  she  could,  she  threw  herself  behind  a  log, 
whilst  a  volley  of  balls  poured  after  her,  filling  the  log  where  she 
lay,  twelve  or  fourteen  of  which  were  taken  out  and  preserved 
for  future  generations  to  witness.  ]\Iany  other  women  had  balls 
shot  through  their  clothes,  while  fleeing  into  the  woods  with  their 
children  in  their  arms;  others  were  brutally  insulted  and  abused. 
One  small  boy  Avas  killed,  having  his  brains  blown  out  ;  and  du- 
ring the  afi'ray  two  other  boys  belonging  to  Warren  Smith,  (who 
was  also  killed  at  the  time)  hid  themselves  under  the  bellows, 
and  when  those  murderers  came  into  the  shop,  after  killing  all 
within  except  two  men,  (one  wounded  and  the  other  nol)  who  lay 
concealed  from  their  view  ,  by  being  covered  with  blood  and  dead 
bodies  of  tlie  slain.  The  elder  of  the  boys  crying  for  mercy  from 
his  hiding  place,  was  immediately  put  to  death,  by  putting  the 
muzzle  of  a  gun  to  the  lad's  car  and  blowing  off  the  top  of  his 
head.  One  of  these  savages  who  participated  in  this  transaction, 
accosted  his  comrade  (vvliile  committing  this  horrid  deed)  thus, — "it 
is  a  damned  pity  to  kill  boys  ;"  but  was  hushed  by  having  the  thought 
])Ut  into  his  head  in  reply,  that  "little  sprouts  soon  become  large 
trees,"  and  that  if  these  boys  were  suffered  to  live,  they,  like  ihe'iT 
father,  would  be  Jlurmons — a  crime  punisliable  with  death,  even  be- 
fore committed — a  faith  now  extant  in  INIissouri,  where  it  is  sup- 
posed to  have  its  birth,  and  it  is  hoped  will  have  its  burial.  The 
other  lad  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed,  but  they  did  not  quite 
accomplish  their  oli}(  et,  the  younger  receiving  a  wound  in  the  hip 
which  carried  off  his  hip  hone.  While  the  mob  were  in  the  shop,  if 
ihey  perceived  life  remaining  in  any  of  the  wounded,  while  sfruo- 
jjljng  in  the  agonies  of  death,  they  were  immediately  dispatched,  at 
the  same  time  plundering  the  pockets  of  tlu^  dead,  stripping  off  their 
boots,  shoes,  and  clothing.  After  the  mob  learned  that  the  two  men 
escaped  with  their  lives,  they  would  declare  publicly,  that  if  they 
got  into  another  such  affair,  they  would  inspect  more  closely,  by 
Slicking  their  knives  in  their  toes.  This  massacre  took  place  about 
sun  an  hour  high  on  Tuesday,  and  continued  until  seventeen  were 
killed  and  fitteen  wounded,  the  remaining  few  escaping. 
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Among  those  who  attempted  to  escape  was  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Thomas  McBride,  a  soldier  and  patriot  of  the  revolution,  and  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  While  making-  the  best  use  of  his  tottering  limbs 
and  worn  out  frame  for  his  escape,  he  was  met  in  his  retreat  by  a 
young  man  from  Daviess  county,  by  the  name  of  Jacob  Rogers,  who 
immediately  demanded  the  old  man's  gun,  which  was  delivered  up, 
and  was  then  shot  down  by  said  Rogers.  This  not  killing  the  old 
man,  he  lifted  his  hands  in  the  attitude  of  supplication  and  begged  for 
mercy,  at  the  same  time  appealing  to  his  silvery  locks,  as  adding 
still  more  force  and  credit  to  his  cries  and  tales  of  suffering,  while  in 
the  defence  of  his  country  and  the  constitution  thereof.  But  the 
young  man,  deaf  to  every  thing  but  death  and  murder,  regarded  not  the 
old  man  ;  but  seizing  an  old  corn  cutter  or  piece  of  scythe,  commenced 
first  to  hew  off"  the  old  man's  fingers  while  holding  them  up  for  mercy, 
and  next  cutting  his  hands  from  his  arms,  and  then  severing  his  arms 
from  his  body,  and  last  of  all,  laying  open  the  skull  and  beheading 
the  body  of  the  poor  sufferer  who  had  fought  and  spilt  his  blood  for 
the  privileges  enjoyed  by  his  murderer. 

There  not  being  any  men  left,  or  not  enough  to  bury  the  dead,  the 
women  were  compelled  to  bury  their  own  husbands,  by  throwing 
them  into  a  well  close  to  the  blacksmith  shop.  The  next  day,  after 
the  massacre,  a  large  company  of  them  came  back,  blowing  their 
bugle  and  firing  their  guns  in  an  exulting  manner.  They  carried  off 
goods  of  all  description,  horses,  wagons,  and  harnesses,  stripping  the 
horses  and  moving  v.'agons  of  all  the  goods,  furniture  and  clothing  of 
any  value,  leaving  the  widows  and  orplians  to  suffer  in  that  inclement 
season  of  the  year.  Cows,  hogs,  and  horses  were  driven  off  in  droves. 
They  robbed  the  families  of  all  their  beds  and  bedding,  and  even  took 
the  widows'  cloaks — the  dead  men  stripped  of  their  clothing — also, 
another  of  the  persons  engaged  in  this  horrid  affair,  was  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Stephen  Bunnels,  who  made  his  boasts,  at  public  places, 
that  he  was  the  man  who  killed  one  of  the  little  boys.  This  boast- 
ing has  been  made  in  the  presence  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  at 
Richmond,  when  innocent  men  were  kept  in  chains  for  nothing  but 
defending  themselves,  wives  and  children,  from  such  savages  ^s 
these.  ■'_:' 

After  this  bloody  affray  was  ended,  a  young  man  who  had  cre^.t^" 
from  his  hiding  place  and  returned  to  the  shop,  was  sent  t6'f  ar  West 
to  obtain  assistance  to  bury  the  dead,  (a  distance  of  abouf-  twenty 
miles.)  The  young  man  arrived  within  two  or  three  miles  of  Far 
West,  where  he  met  a  company  of  men  :  he  was  asked  where  he  was 
from,  and  where  he  was  going  ;  and,  answering  them  correctly,  he 
was  then  asked  if  he  knew  where  the  militia  were — he  told  them  he 
did  not  know  of  any.  They  then  told  him  to  face  about  and  go  v/ith 
them,  and  they  would  lead  him  where  there  were-  five  or  six  thousand 
of  them.  He  was  then  compelled  to  go  to  Ray  county,  and  stopped 
at  Samuel  McCriston's  that  night.  In  the  morning  they  robbed  him 
of  a  fine  fur  cap,  and  ordered  him  to  take  off  his  overcoat,  telling  him 
it  is  too  fine  for  a  Mormon  to  wear.  They  then  concluded  to  slioot 
him,  and  disputed  among  themselves  who  should  do  it.  And  some 
hard  words  and  threats  were  used  among  themselves  who  should  have 
the  fine  horse  the  young  man  rode.     However,  they  soon  quit  theu 
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dispute,  anil  .Scarciel  Woods,  (a  presbyterian  preacher  of  lonjT  sland- 
ing  in  Carrollton,  the  county  scat  of  Carroll  coiiiily,)  saddled  the 
young  man's  horse  and  rode  him  about  for  some  time,  as  iftryiiiij 
him,  to  see  if  he  would  answer  his  purpose.  Tnis  was  also  the  same 
man  who  took  the  younjx  man's  cap,  and  his  boy  wears  it  now,  or  did 
the  last  information  received  from  that  quarter.  After  beiiiij  liioroufrh- 
ly  satisfied  with  riding-  the  horse,  he  dismounted,  and  .Samuel  JMc- 
Criston  mounted  and  rode  for  some  lime,  while  Woods  was  etjually 
engaged  in  the  trial  of  another  horse,  which  it  appeared  had  been  ob- 
tained in  the  same  way  in  which  they  intended  to  get  this. 

McCrislon  rode  otl  the  horse,  and  the  young  man  was  taken  to 
Richmond,  although  he  begged  to  be  let  loose  ihat  he  might  go  and 
help  the  widows  and  children  to  bury  the  dead  at  Haunu's  mill  ;  slill 
he  was  kepi  for  many  days  a  prisoner  at  Richmond,  in  Ray  county. 

The  mobbing  parly  here  mentioned  consisted  of  nine  persons,  Scar- 
ciel Woods.  (///•(  «r/((r)  .los.  Ewiiig,  (/vjT(u7(t7-)  .lacob  Snorden,  Wiley 
Brewer,  John  Hills,  (/irrachcr,)  and  four  more,  their  names  not  men- 
tioned or  known.  After  tormenting  the  young  man  all  in  their  |)owcr 
he  was  let  go,  and  returned  to  mourn  the  loss  of  friends,  without 
being  able  or  privileged  to  pay  the  last  debt  of  honor  and  respect  to 
his  murdered  relatives. 

A  short  lime  after  this  alT.iir  at  Haunn's  mill,  Captain  Nehemiah 
Comstcck,  iho  same  who  commanded  a  massacre,  with  forty  or  fifty 
others,  took  possession  of  the  mill  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  thus 
cut  off  all  the  resources  of  the  widows  and  orjihans  who  had  survived. 
During  this  lime,  they  lived  on  the  best  the  neighborhood  could 
afford,  plundering  and  stealing  all  the  pallatable  food  which  had  by 
the  industry  and  prudence  of  murdered  husbands,  been  laid  in  store 
for  themselves  and  families. 

They  burned  all  the  books  they  could  find.  They  shot  the  iiogs 
and  cattle — it  seemed,  fur  the  pleasure  of  shooting  game,  as  they  did 
not  consume  near  all  ihey  killed. 

One  day  Cajitain  Comstock,  with  a  number  of  men,  wont  to  Jacob 
Fauts,  who  was  at  tiic  lime  laying  cniifiiied  with  wounds  received  in 
the  massacre.  They  came  lo  (piestion  Mr.  Fauts,  to  ascertain  where 
ccrlain  of  his  neighbors  were  who  iiad  escaped  the  murdering  party. 
Mr.  Fauts  told  them  he  did  not  know.  1  then  got  up,  left  the  room, 
but  was  followed  by  some  of  the  company,  who  coimnanded  me  not 
lo  leave  uniil  the  captiiin  could  see  me.  Tin;  Captain  was  according- 
ly called  upon  oiul  came  out  to  see  me;  he  very  gravely  and  sternly 
charged  me  to  be  gone,  or  on  the  act  of  starling,  on  Tuesday  evening, 
this  being  on  Sunday  evening — he  said  1  must  obey  at  :ny  peril  or 
renounce  .Mormonism.  I  asked  him  what  I  must  deny;  he  said 
deny  that  Jo.  Smiib  \a  a  prophet.  As  for  moving,  I  told  him  I 
liiought  it  quite  a  thoTt  nolice  to  get  ready  to  leave  the  county  ;  and 
the  weather  being  so  eojd,  and  having  neither  wagon  nor  team,  and 
being  plundered  and  robbed  of  all  our  clothing,  *:c.  I  also  told  him 
that  my  wife  was  quite  sick,  and  not  able  to  move  so  soon  ;  and  fur- 
thermore, the  roads  are  guarded  or  said  to  be,  so  that  no  Mormon 
could  pass  either  way  witiioul  being  mobl)ed.  I  asked  him  if  I  must 
be  driven  off  by  one  company,  and  another  lay  in  wail  to  murder  me 
as  I  go.     I  told  him  1  thought  the  condition  of  the  treaty  was  thftt 
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we  could  stay  until  spring;  he  replied  that  was  the  first  conclusion, 
but  he  had  just  received  new  orders  from  the  General,  and  that  was, 
that  all  Mormons  should  be  driven  out  of  the  State  forthwith.  I  then 
asked  him  if  the  way  was  not  guarded,  so  that  I  would  be  in  no  dan- 
ger in  passing  the  roads.  He  said  he  would  give  me  a  pass  or  ticket 
which  would  carry  me  safely  through  th.e  State,  provided  I  continued 
to  travel  in  an  eastward  course,  and  minded  my  own  business.  We 
soon  parted  ;  and  on  the  next  day  I  went  to  ihe  mill  and  received  my 
pass,  which  reads  as  follows.  Having  the  original  in  my  possession 
I  give  it  verbatim. 

November  13,1838. 
This  is  to  certify    that  David   Lewis,  a  Mormon,  is  permitted  to 
leave  and  pass  through  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  an  eastwaid  direc- 
tion, unmolested  during  good  behavior. 

NEHExMIAH  COMSTOCK, 

Captain  of  3Iilitia. 

The  next  day  Hiram  Comstock,  the  captain's  brother,  with  two  or 
three  others,  brought  a  prisoner  to  me  to  see  if  I  knew  him  ;  I  told 
them  I  had  seen  him,  but  did  not  know  his  name.  After  questioning 
me  for  some  time,  told  me  to  go  with  them  into  their  camp,  and  said 
I  might  consider  myself  a  prisoner.  They  kept  me  until  the  next 
day,  and  set  me  at  liberty,  charging  me  to  be  gone  from  the  State 
forthwith.  I  was  compelled  to  comply  with  these  orders,  at  the 
sacrifice  of  all  I  had,  and  leave  the  Slate  of  Missouri,  agreeably  to  the 
order  of  the  Executive  of  that  State  ;  a  Uiing  unprecedented  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  I  was  taught  to  hold  sacred  the  ritrjils  of  man 
in  my  childhood.  I  was  raised  in  Kentucky,  born  in  1811,  and  lived 
in  that  State  until  April,  1837.  Such  doctrine  as  taught  and  practiced 
in  Missouri,  by  the  officers  of  that  State  was  never  taught  neither 
practiced  in  my  native  State.  DAVID  LE\^  IS. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  prisoners.  They  had  meanly  betrayed 
us  into  their  hands  ;  we  were  kept  in  their  camp  until  the  third  day 
of  November  ;  we  then  started  for  Jackson  county.  Let  us  here  ob- 
serve that  they  increased  our  number,  having  added  to  it  ^Messrs. 
Hyrum  Smith  and  Amasa  Lyman.  By  our  special  request,  they 
took  us  into  Far  West  to  see  our  families,  whom  we  found,  when  we 
got  tiiere,  living  on  parched  corn,  as  the  town  was  so  closely  infested 
they  could  not  get  out.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  this  parting 
scene.  I  leave  every  person  to  place  themselves  in  our  situation  and 
then  judge  for  themselves. 

In  writing  this  narrative  it  is  no  part  of  our  intention  to  play  upon 
the  passions  of  tiie  public,  but  give  a  faithful  narrative  of  facts  and 
then  leave  it.  After  we  arrived  at  Independence,  the  county  seat  of 
Jackson  County,  we  served  the  same  purpose  tiiat  a  caravan  of  wild 
animals  would  for  a  show,  as  hundreds  of  people  called  to  see  us. 
W'e  were  put  into  an  old  house  and  left  to  sleep  on  some  blankets  we 
had  with  us.  Shortly  after  we  started  from  Far  West,  a  messenger 
came  riding  after  us  with  a  demand  from  Gen.  Clark,  to  take  us  back. 
With  this.  Gen.  Lucas  would  not  comply.  Upon  the  wliole,  we  were 
treated  at  Jackson  co.  with  respect.     We  were  boarded  at  a  tavern,  and 
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soon  were  taken  into  the  tavern  house.  A  man  was  appointed  to  see 
that  we  hail  every  lliinor  we  wanted.  They  dispensed  with  their 
guards,  and  we  were  at  liberty  to  go  where  we  pleased,  and  return 
when  it  suited  us.  These  privileges  were  not  granted  us  at  tirst,  but 
after  we  had  been  there  a  Tew  days.  At  fust  we  were  put  into  an  old 
house  and  closely  guarded.  While  we  were  there,  Burrell  Hicks,  a 
lawyer  of  celebrity,  and  leader  of  the  Jackson  Ciniiity  mob,  confessed 
in  our  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  many  others,  thai  the  Jackson 
County  mob,  was  a  wanton  attack  upon  the  saints  without  cause,  and 
he  said  he  presumed  that  the  attack  then  made  was  of  the  same  char- 
acter. 

We  state  this  to  show  that  the  men  of  intelligence  in  Jackson, 
knew  that  they  were  again  engaged  in  robbing  a  people  of  their  rights. 
Indeed,  General  Wilson  went  so  far  as  to  say,  that  if  ever  the  mobs 
attacked  us  again,  he  would  fight  for  us.  We  will  leave  here  the 
prisoners  and  relate  what  took  place  in  Diahman.  After  General 
Clark's  arrival  at  Far  West,  General  Wilson,  I  think,  was  the  Gen- 
eral's name,  that  was  sent  to  Diahman.  On  his  arrival  there,  he 
placed  guards  around  the  town,  so  that  no  person  might  pass  out  or  in 
without  permission.  All  the  men  in  town  were  then  taken  and  put 
under  guard,  and  a  court  of  intpiiry  was  instituted,  with  Adam  Black 
on  the  bench;  the  said  Adam  Black  belonged  to  the  mob  and  was 
one  of  the  leaders  of  it  Irom  the  time  mobbing  first  commenced  in 
Daviess  County.  The  Allorney's  name  I  have  forgotten,  if  I  ever 
knew,  but  belonged  to  General  Clark's  army. 

After  two  or  three  days'  investigation,  every  man  was  honorably 
acquitted.  General  Wilson  then  ordered  every  family  to  be  out  of 
Diahmen  in  ten  days,  with  permission  to  go  to  Caldwell,  and  there 
tarry  until  spring,  and  then  leave  the  State  under  pain  of  extermina- 
tion. 'I'liis  was  on  the  first  of  November,  the  weather  was  very  cold, 
more  so  than  usual,  for  tiial  season  of  the  year;  and,  in  keeping  this 
order  of  General  Wilson's  they  had  to  leave  their  crops  and  houses, 
and  to  live  in  tents  and  wagons  in  this  inclement  season  of  the  year. 
As  for  their  fl.cks  and  herds  the  mob  had  delivered  them  from  the 
trouble  of  taking  care  of  them,  or  from  the  pain  of  seeing  them 
starve  to  death,  by  stealing  them.  An  arrangement  was  made  in 
which  it  was  stipulated  that  a  committee  of  twelve,  which  had  been 
previously  appointed,  should  have  the  privilege  of  going  from  Far 
West  to  Daviess  County  for  the  term  of  four  weeks,  lor  the  purpose 
of  conveying  their  crops  from  Daviess  to  Caldwell.  The  committee 
were  to  wear  white  badges  on  their  hats  for  their  protection. 

But  in  a  short  liini!  after  this  arr?.ngement  was  made,  Gen.  Wilson 
withdrew  with  his  army,  and  the  mob  rose  up  as  soon  as  the  army 
had  rrone,  and  forbid  the  committee  from  coming  again  into  Daviess 
County  under  pain  of  death.  By  this  the  mob  secured  unto  them- 
selves several  liimdrtd  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  besides  large  quan- 
tities of  oats,  and  the  saints  were  left  to  seek  their  bread  and  shelter 
where  they  could  find  it. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  prisoners  in  Jat  kson  county.  Shortly 
after  our  arrival  in  Jackson  County,  Colonel  Sterling  Price  from  the 
army  of  fJen.  Clark,  came  with  orders  from  Gen.  Clark,  who  was 
corninander-in-chief  of  the  expedition,  to  have  us  forwarded  forthwith 
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to  Richmond.  Accordingly,  on  Thursday  morning,  November  8th, 
with  three  guards  only,  and  they  had  been  obtained  with  great  diffi- 
culty, after  laboring  all  the  previous  day  to  get  them.  Between  In- 
dependence and  Roy's  ferry,  on  the  Missouri  River,  they  all  got 
drunk,  and  we  got  possession  of  their  arms  and  horses.  It  was  late 
in  the  afternoon,  near  the  setting  of  the  sun.  We  travelled  about 
half  a  mile  after  we  crossed  the  river,  and  put  up  for  the  night.  The 
next  morning  there  came  a  number  of  men,  some  of  them  armed,  their 
threatenings  and  savage  appearance  were  such  as  to  make  us  afraid 
to  proceed  without  more  guards.  A  messenger  was  therefore  de- 
spatched to  Richmond  to  obtain  them.  We  started  before  their  arri- 
'val,  but  had  not  gone  far  before  we  met  Col.  Price  with  a  guard,  if  we 
recollect  right,  of  seventy-four  men.  As  to  the  number,  however,  we 
are  not  certain;  and  were  conducted  by  them  to  Richmond  and  put 
into  an  old  vacant  house,  and  a  guard  set.  Sometime  through  the 
course  of  that  day.  General  Clark  came  in  and  we  were  introduced  to 
him.  We  enquired  of  him  the  reason  why  we  had  been  tKus  carried 
from  our  homes  and  what  were  the  charges  against  us.  He  said  that 
he  was  not  then  able  to  determine,  but  would  be  in  a  short  time,  and 
with  very  little  more  conversation  withdrew.  Some  short  time  aftei 
he  had  withdrawn.  Col.  Price  came  in  with  two  chains  in  his  hands, 
and  a  number  of  padlocks.  The  two  chains  he  fastened  together. 
He  had  with  him  ten  men  armed,  who  stood  at  the  time  of  these  ope- 
rations with  a  thumb  upon  the  cock  of  their  guns.  They  first  nailed 
down  the  windows,  then  came  and  ordered  a  man  by  the  name  of  John 
Fulkerson  whom  he  had  with  him,  to  chain  us  together  with  chains 
and  padlocks,  being  seven  in  number.  After  that,  he  searched  us, 
examining  our  pockets  to  see  if  we  had  any  arms;  finding  nothing 
but  pocket  knives,  he  took  them  and  conveyed  them  off. 

General  Clark  spent  several  days  in  searching  the  statutes  of  ]\Iis- 
souri  to  find  some  authority  to  hold  a  court  martial.  (The  troops  said 
that  he  had  promised  when  they  left,  that  there  were  two  or  three  that 
they  should  have  the  privilege  of  shooting  before  they  returned.)  But 
he  could  find  none,  and  after  fruitless  search  of  a  number  of  days  he 
came  again  to  see  us,  and  informed  us  that  he  would  turn  us  over  to 
the  civil  authorities  for  trial.  Accordingly,  the  trial  commenced, 
Austin  A.  King  on  the  bench,  and  Thomas  C.  Burch,  attorney.  This 
was  surely  a  new  kind  of  court — it  was  not  an  inquisition,  nor  yet  a 
criminal  court,  but  a  compound  between.  A  looker  on  would  be  con- 
vinced that  both  the  judge  and  atiorney  were  not  satisfied  that  some  or 
all  of  the  prisoners  had  been  guilty  of  some  criminal  act  or  acts,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  their  object  was  to  try  by  all  means  in  their 
power  to  get  some  person  to  swear  some  criminal  thing  against  us, 
though  they  knev/  we  were  innocent. 

The  first  act  of  the  court  was  to  send  out  a  body  of  armed  men  to 
obtain  witnesses  without  any  civil  process  whatever  ;  and  after  wit- 
nesses were  brought  before  the  court,  they  were  sworn  at  bayonet  point. 
Dr.  Sampson  Avard  was  the  first  brought  before  the  court.  He  had 
previously  told  Mr.  Oliver  Olney,  that  if  he  (Olney)  wished  to  save 
himself,  he  must  swear  hard  against  the  heads  of  the  church,  as  they 
were  the  ones  the  court  wanted  to  criminate;  and  it  he  could  swear 
hard  against  them  they  would,  (that  is,  neither  court  nor  mob,)  dis- 
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turb  him.  I  intend  to  do  it,  said  he,  in  order  to  escape,  for  if  I  do 
not  they  will  take  my  life.  To  aid  him  in  this  work,  there  was 
standing  a  body  of  armed  men;  a  part  of  this  armed  body  stood  in  the 
presence  of  the  court  to  see  that  the  witnesses  swore  right,  and  an- 
other part  was  scouring  tlie  county  to  drive  out  of  it  every  witness 
that  they  could  hear  of  whose  testimony  would  be  favorable  to  the 
defendants.  This  course  was  kept  up  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
court.  If  a  witness  did  not  swear  to  please  the  court,  he  or  she  would 
be  threatened  to  be  cast  into  ))rison.  They  never  pleased  the  court 
when  their  testimony  was  favorable  to  the  defendants.  One  instance 
is  all  the  proof  that  need  be  adduced  on  this  head.  A  man  by  the 
name  of  Allen  was  called  on,  he  began  to  tell  the  story  about  Bogart's 
burning  houses  in  the  south  part  of  Caldwell,  he  was  kicked  out  of 
the  house,  and  three  men  took  after  him  with  loaded  guns,  and  he 
hardly  escaped  with  bis  life.  Every  witness  that  the  defendants  had 
(that  these  creatures  knew  of,  and  they  made  diligent  search  to  find 
all  they  could)  were  either  arrested  under  pretention  of  some  charge, 
or  else  driven  olT.  When  a  witness  did  not  swear  to  please  the  attorney 
(Birch)  he  would  order  them  to  be  taken  into  custody,  and  tiiey  were 
immediately  cast  into  prison,  and  the  next  morning  they  would  be 
brought  forward  and  tried  again.  Such  was  the  course  the  court  and 
their  armed  body  pursued  durit-.g  their  sittings  till  they  got  through  ; 
by  such  means  they  got  men  to  swear  for  them,  and  to  swear  to  most 
unhallowed  falstiioods.  It  was  indeed  suborning  witnesses  to  swear 
10  promise  a  man's  life  if  he  would  swear,  and  death  or  imprisonment 
if  he  did  not  swear,  and  not  only  to  swear,  but  swear  to  please  them. 

This  matter  of  driving  away  witnesses  or  casting  them  into  prison, 
or  chasing  them  out  of  the  county,  was  carried  to  such  a  length  that 
our  lawyers,  (Jen.  Dunifjhan  and  Amos  Rees,  told  us  not  to  bring  our 
witnesses  there  at  all,  for  if  we  did  there  would  not  be  one  of  them 
left  for  tlie  final  trial,  for  no  sooner  would  Bogart  and  his  men  know 
who  they  were,  than  they  would  put  them  out  of  the  county.  As  to 
make  any  imi)ression  on  King,  if  a  cohort  of  angels  were  to  come 
down  and  declare  we  were  clear,  Doniphan  said  it  would  all  be  the 
same,  for  he  (King)  liad  determined  from  the  beginning  to  cast  us 
into  prison;  we  never  got  the  privilege  of  introducing  our  witnesses 
at  all  ;  if  we  had  we  could  have  disproved  all  they  swore. 

We  here  must  rather  go  back  a  little,  for  afier  Clark  arrived  at  Far 
West,  he  arrested  a  great  many  persons,  an  account  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Far  West  to  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri,  'i'licir  trials  also  went  on  at  the  same  lime.  One  thing 
in  relation  to  Clark's  |iroceeding  we  forgot  to  mention — we  will  in- 
sert it  here.  After  he  had  arrived,  some  persons  made  application  for 
a  privilege  to  go  and  plunder  bouses  for  goods,  this  was  readily 
gfranted ;  and,  under  this  authority,  bouses  were  plundered,  locks 
broken,  and  pro|>crly  taken  at  pleasure — and  all  this  without  any  civil 
process  whatever. 

We  will  here  jjive  a  specimen  or  two  of  their  swearing.  We  will 
first  introduce  William  W.  Phelps.  This  said  Plieljjs  was  angry  at 
one  of  the  prisoners,  Ceorge  W.  Robinson,  in  consequence  of  a  law- 
suit existing  between  them.  Phelps,  we  suppose,  thought  he  had  a 
fair  opportunity  now  to  take  vengeance  in  swearing  against  bim  ;  so 
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he  swore  that  in  Daviess  county  he  saw  George  W.  Robinson  have  a 
clock  in  his  arms.  There  had  been  a  clock  found  in  some  hazel 
bushes  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  Far  West — this  clock,  a 
man  in  Daviess  county,  swore  to  be  his — it  was  presented  to  Phelps 
and  Phelps  swore  positively  that  that  was  the  clock  he  saw  George 
W.  Robinson  have  in  Daviess  county.  Now,  the  truth  is,  that  the 
clock  which  said  Robinson  had  belonged  to  another  man,  who  had  it 
at  that  time,  and  has  it  at  this,  if  he  has  not  sold  it ;  and  it  is  now  in 
Illinois.  This,  Mr,  Robinson,  could  have  proven,  if  he  could  have 
introduced  his  witnesses.  For  this  he  was  bound  over  to  appear  at 
the  county  court,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars.  Another  by 
the  name  of  Job,  whose  mother  had  gone  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Wight 
and  swore  a  featherbed,  which  was  in  his  house  was  her's  After 
she  got  away,  she  said  she  never  had  a  bed  since  she  lived  in  Daviess 
county,  but  she  wanted  one  of  "  old  Wight's"  beds.  Her  son  came 
to  the  court  to  swear  against  Mr.  Wight  for  stealing,  and  accordingly 
swore  that  his  mother's  bed  was  found  in  his  house.  The  question 
was  asked  how  he  knew  it  was  his  mother's  bed]  He  said  he  had 
slept  upon  it,  and  he  felt  the  stripes  with  his  feet.  His  mother's  bed 
had  a  striped  tick,  and  the  stripes  went  two  ways  ;  and  he  felt  them  with 
his  feet  while  lying  in  the  bed.  He  was  then  asked  if  there  was  not 
a  sheet  on  the  bed  under  him?  He  said  there  was,  but  still  he  felt 
the  stripes  in  the  tick  through  the  sheet  so  distinctly  that  he  knew 
that  they  went  two  ways,  and  that  it  was  his  mother's  bed,  and  that 
was  the  way  they  found  out  his  mother's  bed  was  there.  Mr.  Wight 
proved,  in  the  mean  time,  that  that  same  bed  had  been  in  his  house 
for  many  years.  We  give  these  as  specimens  of  men's  swearing. 
We  might  multiply  them  to  a  great  number,  but  it  would  swell  this 
narrative  beyond  the  limits  allowed  it — let  so  much  suffice. 

The  court  at  last  closed  on  the  29th  of  November,  after  a  session 
of  two  weeks  and  three  days,  and  during  most  of  the  time  we  were 
closely  confined  in  chains.  At  the  close  of  the  court,  and  some  few 
days  before  it  closed,  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  those  who 
had  been  arrested  by  General  Clark  released.  Out  of  that  number 
was  Amasa  Lyman,  Esq.,  who  was  one  of  the  seven  who  had  been 
carried  to  Jackson  county,  and  from  thence  to  Ray.  They  were 
either  all  released  or  admitted  to  bail,  except  Lyman  Wight,  Caleb 
Baldwin,  Hyram  Smith,  Alexander  McRae,  Joseph  Smith,  jr.,  and 
Sidney  Rigdon,  who  were  sent  to  Liberty,  Clay  county,  to  jail,  to 
stand  their  trial  for  treason  and  murder.  The  treason  for  having 
whipped  the  mob  out  of  Daviess  county,  and  taking  their  cannon  from 
them  ;  and  tiie  murder,  for  the  man  killed  in  the  Bogart  battle.  Also, 
Parley  P.  Pratt,  Morris  Phelps,  Luman  Gibbs,  Darwin  Chase,  and 
Norman  Shearer,  who  were  put  into  Richmond  jail,  to  stand  their  trial 
for  the  same  crimes.  At  this  time  the  legislature  had  commenced  its 
sessions,  and  a  memorial*  was  presented  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  to  obtain  a  committee  to  investigate  the  whole  affair 
pertaining  to  the  Governor's  order,  the  operations  of  the  mob,  and  the 
conduct  and  operations  of  the  militia  while  at  Far  West. 

After  much  legislation,  disputation,  and  controversy,  and  angry 

*See  Appendix. 
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speechifying,  as  the  papers  of  JMissouri,  published  at  the  time,  abun- 
dantly testify,  the  petition  and  memorial  were  laid  on  the  table  until 
the  July  following ;  thus  utterly  refusing  to  grant  the  memorialists 
their  request,  thereby  refusing  to  investigate  the  subject  ;  and  thus  it 
stands  to  this  day,  uninvestigated  by  any  legal  authority. 

After  we  were  cast  into  prison  we  heard  nothing  hut  ihreatenings, 
that  if  any  judge  or  jury,  or  court  of  any  kind  should  clear  any  of  Ud, 
that  we  should  never  get  out  of  the  State  alive.  This  soon  determined 
our  course,  and  that  was  to  escape  out  of  their  hands  as  soon  as  we 
could,  and  by  any  means  we  could.  After  we  had  been  some  length 
of  time  in  prison,  we  demanded  a  liabeas  corpus  of  Judge  Turnham, 
one  of  county  judges,  which,  with  some  considerable  reluctance,  was 
granted.  Great  threatenmgs  were  made  at  this  time  by  the  mob,  that 
if  any  of  us  were  liberated  we  should  never  get  out  of  the  county  alive. 
After  the  investigation  one  of  our  number  was  released  from  prison  by 
the  decision  of  thejudge  ;  the  remainder  were  committed  to  jail.  He 
also  returned  with  them  until  a  favorable  opportunity  offered,  which, 
through  the  friendship  of  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Samuel  Uadley  and  the  jailor, 
Mr.  Samuel  Tillery,  he  was  let  out  of  the  jail  secretly  in  the  night; 
and  being  solemnly  warned  by  them  to  be  out  of  the  Stale  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  he  made  his  escape.  Being  pursued  by  a 
body  of  armed  men,  it  was  through  the  direction  of  a  kind  providence 
that  he  escaped  out  of  their  hands  and  safely  arrived  in  Quincy,  Illi- 
nois.    This  was  in  February,  A.  D.  1839. 

In  the  May  following,  the  remainder  that  were  in  the  Liberty  jail, 
were  taken  to  Daviess  county  to  be  tried  by  a  grand  jury  of  the  prin- 
cipal mobbers,  in  order  to  see  if  a  bill  of  indictment  could  bo  found 
as  could  be  expected  from  the  characters  of  the  jury.  Bills  were  found, 
they  obtained  a  change  of  venue  to  Boon  county  ;  accordingly,  the 
bheriff  of  Daviess  county,  with  guards,  started  to  lake  them  from 
Daviess  to  Boon  county.  On  iht  ir  way,  afler  journeying  a  day  or 
two,  one  evening  ihe  guard  got  drunk,  they  left  them,  and  also  made 
their  escape  to  Quincy,  lUineis. 

Those  that  were  in  Ray  county  jail  were  brought  to  trial,  but  no 
bill  of  indictment  was  found  against  Darwin  Chase  and  Norman 
Shearer,  and  they  were  released  and  sent  home.  A  bill  was  found 
against  Parley  P.  Pratt,  ^Morris  Phelps,  and  Luman  Gibbs  for  mur- 
der, and  also  a  man  by  the  name  of  King  Folli  It  for  robbery.  They 
also  obtained  a  change  of  venue  to  Boon  county,  and  were  carried 
ihiiher  and  put  into  jail  and  there  remained  until  the  fourth  of  July. 
At  lliis  lime  the  town  was  all  hilarity  and  mirth  at  the  celebration. 
Tiiey  also  made  a  flag  and  had  it  placed  over  the  jail  doors.  In  the 
evening,  when  the  j.iilor  bruught  in  their  suppers  ihey  walked  out  at 
the  door — that  is.  Parley  P.  Pratt,  Morris  Phelps  and  King  Follett  ; 
Luman  Gibbs  continued,  the  others  were  closely  pursued,  and  Follett 
was  retaken  and  carried  bark  ;  but  ihe  otiier  two  elTected  their  escape 
to  the  Slate  of  Illinois.  Some  lime  afterwards  King  Fcdlelt  had  his 
trial,  and  was  acquitted.  Luman  Gibbs  remains  in  prison  unto  this 
day,  iiGlh  October,  1839. 

As  to  those  that  were  left  in  the  counties  of  Caldwell  and  Daviess, 
they  were  making  al!  possible  exertions  to  gel  av,ay  all  ihe  winter, 
contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  Generals  Clark  and    Lucus,  granting 
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them  the  privilege  of  staying  until  spring.  Bodies  of  armed  men 
were  riding  through  the  town  of  Far  West  in  the  county  of  Caldwell, 
threatening  death  to  them  if  tUey  ware  nnt  out  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruar}^,  and  otherwise  insultmg  them.  They  continued,  however,  to 
exert  themselves  with  all  possible  means  in  their  power;  many  of 
them  were  sick,  large  numbers  of  them  had  no  teams  nor  wagons. 
Having  been  robbed,  yes,  completely  robbed  of  all  they  had,  great 
exertions,  therefore,  had  to  be  made  by  those  who  had  means. 
Through  great  exertions  and  timely  perseverance  they  succeeded  in 
getting  them  safely  into  the  State  of  Illinois,  where  we  all  are  now, 
and  where  we  have  met  with  a  kind  reception. 

Public  meetings  were  held  in  Quincy — contributions  raised  to  as- 
sist the  suffering,  and  every  exertion  which  humanity  dictated  was 
made  for  our  relief — but  still  we  are,  as  a  people,  poor  and  destitute. 
We  have  been  robbed  of  our  all,  and  many  of  us  are  without  houses, 
living  in  tents  and  wagons.  In  consequence  of  our  exposure,  we 
have  suffered  tliis  summer  much  sickness  and  numbers  have  died,  and 
our  prospects  for  the  ensuing  winter  are  gloomy.  But  gloomy  as  they 
are,  still  we  are  not  discouraged.  A  large  majority  of  us  are  farmers, 
but  our  teams,  as  well  as  our  flocks  and  herds,  and  all  our  farming 
materials,  were  taken  from  us.  Many  who  were  independent  are  now 
working  by  day's  work  to  maintain  their  families;  numbers  of  them 
old  men,  sixty  years  old  and  upwards.  Such  is  our  true  situation — - 
and,  as  such,  we  make  our  Appeal  to  the  American  People. 
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COPV    OF    A    MEMORIAL    TO    THE    LEGISLATURE    OF    MISSOURI. 

To  the  Honorahk  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri,  in  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  convened. 

We,  the  undersigned  petiiioners,  inhabitants  of  Caldwell  County, 
Missouri,  in  consequence  of  the  late  calamity  that  has  come  upon  us, 
taken  in  connection  with  former  afflictions,  feel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to 
ourselves  and  our  country,  to  lay  our  cas3  before  your  honorable  body 
for  consideration. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  a  society  ot  our  people  commenced 
settling- in  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  in  the  summer  of  1831, where 
they,  according  to  their  ability,  purchased  lands  and  settled  upon  them 
with  the  intention  of  becoming  permanent  citizens  in  common  with 
others. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  began,  persecution  began,  and  as  the  so- 
ciety increased,  persecution  also  increased,  until  the  society  at  last 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  county.  And  although  an  account  of 
these  persecutions  has  been  published  to  the  world,  yet  we  feel  that 
it  will  not  be  improper  to  notice  a  iew  of  the  most  prominent  items 
in  tiiis  memorial. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  1833,  a  mob  convened  at  Independence,  a 
committee  of  which  called  upon  a  ^e\v  of  the  men  of  our  church  there, 
and  stated  to  them  that  the  store,  printing  office,  and  indeed  all  other 
mechanic  shops  must  be  closed  forthwith,  and  the  society  leave  the 
^county  immediately.  These  propositions  were  so  unexpected,  that  a 
certain  time  was  asked  for  to  consider  on  the  subject  before  an  an- 
swer should  be  returned,  which  was  refused,  and  our  men  being  indi- 
vidually interrogated,  each  one  answered  that  he  could  not  consent  to 
comply  with  their  propositions.  One  of  the  mob  replied  that  he  was 
sorry,  for  tlie  work  of  destruction  would  commence  immediately.  In 
a  short  time,  the  printing  office,  which  was  a  two  story  building,  was 
assailed  by  the  mob  and  soon  thrown  down,  and  with  it  much  valu- 
able property  destroyed.  Next  they  went  to  the  store  for  the  same 
purpose,  but  i\Ir.  Gilbert,  one  ot  the  owners,  agreeing  to  close  it, 
they  abandoned  their  design.  Their  next  move  was  the  dragging  of 
Dishop  Patridge  from  his  house  and  family  to  the  public  square, 
where,  surrounded  by  hundreds,  they  partially  stripped  him  of  his 
clothes,  and  tarred  and  feathered  him  from  head  to  foot.  A  man  by 
the  name  of  Allen  was  also  tarred  at  the  same  time.  This  was  Sat-? 
urday,  and  the  mob  agreed  to  meet  the  following  Tuesday,  to  accom- 
plish their  purpose  of  driving- or  massacreing  the  society,     Tuesday 
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came,  and  the  mob  came  also,  bearing  with  them  a  red  flag  in  token  of 
blood.  Some  to  or  three  of  the  principal  men  of  the  society  offered 
their  lives,  if  that  would  appease  the  wrath  of  the  mob,  so  that  the  rest 
of  the  society  might  dwell  in  peace  upon  their  lands.  The  answer  was, 
that  unless  the  society  would  leave  "  en  masse,"  every  man  should  die 
for  himself.  Being  in  a  defenceless  situation,  to  save  a  general  mas- 
sacre, it  was  agreed  that  one  half  of  the  society  should  leave  the 
county  by  the  first  of  the  next  January,  and  the  remainder  by  the 
first  of  the  following  April.  A  treaty  was  entered  into  and 
ratified,  and  all  things  went  on  smoothly  for  a  while.  But  some^ 
time  in  October  the  wrath  of  the  mob  began  to  be  again  kindled, 
insomuch,  that  they  shot  at  some  of  our  people,  whipped  others, 
and  threw  down  their  houses,  and  committed  many  other  depredations: 
indeed  the  society  of  saints  were  harrassed  for  some  time  both  day 
and  night-^ — their  houses  were  brickbatted  and  broken  open — women 
and  children  insulted,  &c.  The  store  house  of  A.  S.  Gilbert  &  Co., 
was  broken  open,  ransacked,  and  some  of  the  goods  strewed  in  the 
streets.  These  abuses,  with  many  others  of  a  very  aggravated  nature, 
so  stirred  up  the  indignant  feelings  of  our  people  that  a  party  of  them 
saj'  about  thirty,  met  a  company  of  the  mob  of  about  double  their 
number,  when  a  battle  took  place  in  which  some  two  or  three  of  the 
mob  and  one  of  our  people  were  killed.  This  raised  as  it  were  the 
whole  county  in  arms,  and  nothing  would  satisfy  them  but  an  imme- 
diate surrender  of  the  arms  of  our  people,  and  they  forthwith  to  leave 
the  county — Fifty-one  guns  were  given  up,  which  have  never  been 
returned  or  paid  for  to  this  day.  The  next  day  parties  of  the  mob, 
from  thirty  to  seventy,  headed  by  priests,  went  from  house  to  house, 
threatening  women  and  children  with  death  if  they  were  not  off  be- 
fore they  returned.  This  so  alarmed  them  that  they  fled  in  different 
directions  ;  some  took  shelter  in  the  woods,  while  others  wandered 
in  the  prairies  till  their  feet  bled. 

In  the  mean  time  the  weather  being  very  cold,  their  sufferings  ia 
Oil.c-r  r:5|iccts  were  very  great. 

The  society  made  their  escape  to  Clay  county  as  fast  as  they  pos- 
sibly could,  where  the  people  received  them  kindly,  and  administered 
to  their  wants.  After  the  society  had  left  Jackson  county,  their  build- 
ings amounting  to  about  two  liundred,  were  either  burned  or  other- 
wise destroyed,  and  much  of  their  crops,  as  well  as  furniture,  stock, 
etc.,  which  if  properly  estimated,  would  make  a  large  sum,  for  which 
ihey  have  not  as  yet  received  any  remuneration.  The  society  re- 
mained iu  Clay  county  nearly  three  years;  when,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  people  there,  they  removed  to  that  section  of  country  known 
now  as  Caldwell  county.  Here  the  people  purchased  out  most  of  the 
former  inhabitants,  and  also  entered  much  of  the  wild  land.  Many 
soon  owned  a  number  of  eighties,  while  there  was  scarcely  a  man 
that  did  not  secure  to  himself  at  least  a  forty.  Here  we  were  permit- 
ted to  enjoy  ptace  for  a  season,  but  as  our  society  increased  in  num- 
i)ers,  and  settlements  were  made  in  Daviess  and  Carroll  counties,  the 
mob  spirit  spread  itself  again.  For  months  previous  to  our  giving 
up  our  arms  to  Gen.  Lucas'  army,  we  heard  little  else  than  rumors  of 
mobs,  collecting  in  different  places,  and  threatening  our  people.  It 
i?  well  known  that  xhe  people  ff  our  church  who  had  located  thera- 
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selves  at  De  Witt,  had  to  give  up  to  a  mob  and  leave  the  place,  not- 
withstanding the  militia  were  called  out  for  their  protection.  From 
De  Witt  the  mob  went  towards  Daviess  county,  and  while  on  their 
way  there  they  took  two  of  our  men  prisoners  and  made  them  ride 
upon  the  cannon,  and  told  them  that  they  would  drive  the  Mormons 
from  Daviess  to  Caldwell  and  from  Caldwell  to  hell,  and  that  they 
would  give  them  no  quarter  only  at  the  cannon's  mouth.  The  threats 
of  the  mob  induced  some  of  our  people  to  go  to  Daviess  to  help  to  pro 
tect  their  brethren  who  had  settled   at  Dlahman,  on  Grand  river. 

The  mob  soon  fled  from  Daviess  county;  and  after  they  were  dis- 
persed and  the  cannon  taken,  during  which  time  no  blood  was  shed, 
the  people  of  Caldwell  returned  to  their  homes  in  hopes  of  enjoyinof 
peace  and  quiet;  but  in  this  they  were  disappointed,  for  a  large  mob 
was  soon  found  to  be  collecting  on  the  Grindstone,  from  ten  to  fifteen 
miles  off,  under  the  command  of  C  Gillman,  a  scouting  party  of 
which  came  within  four  miles  of  Far  West,  and  drove  off  stock  be- 
longing to  our  people,  in  open  daylight.  About  this  time  word  came 
to  Far  West  that  a  party  of  the  mob  had  come  into  Caldwell  county 

to  the  south  of  Far  West — that  they  were  taking  horses  and  cattle 

burning  houses,  and  ordering  the  inhabitants  to  leave  their  homes  im- 
mediately— and  that  they  had  then  actually  in  their  possession  three 
men  prisoners.  This  report  reached  Far  West  in  the  evening  and 
was  confirmed  about  midnight.  A  company  of  about  sixty  men  went 
forth  under  the  command  of  David  W.  Patten  to  disperse  the  mob,  as 
they  supposed.  A  battle  was  the  result,  in  which  Captain  Patten 
and  two  of  his  men  were  killed,  and  others  wounded.  Bogard,  it  ap- 
pears, had  but  one  killed  and  others  wounded.  Notwithstanding  the 
unlawful  acts  committed  by  Captain  Bogart's  men  previous  to  the 
battle,  it  is  now  asserted  and  claimed  that  he  was  regularly  ordered 
out  as  a  militia  captain,  to  preserve  the  peace  along  the  line  of  Ray 
and  Caldwell  counties.  That  battle  was  fought  four  or  five  days  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Lucas  and  his  army.  About  the  time  of 
the  battle  with  Captain  Bogart,  a  number  of  our  people  who  were 
living  near  Haunn's  mill,  on  Shoal  creek,  about  twenty  miles  below 
Far  West,  together  with  a  number  of  emigrants  who  had  been  stop- 
ped there  in  consequence  of  the  excitement,  made  an  agreement  with 
the  mob  which  was  about  there,  that  neither  party  would  molest  the 
other,  but  dwell  in  peace.  Shortly  after  this  agreement  was  made,  a 
mob  from  two  to  three  hundred,  many  of  whom  are  supposed  to  be 
from  Chariton  County,  soms  from  Daviess  and  also  those  who  had 
agreed  to  dwell  in  peace,  came  upon  our  people  there,  whose  number 
in  men  was  about  forty,  at  a  lime  they  little  expected  any  such  thino-, 
and  without  any  ceremony,  notwithstanding  they  begged  for  quarters, 
shot  them  down  as  they  would  tigers  or  panthers.  Some  iew  made 
their  escape  by  fleeing.  Eighteen  were  killed,  and  a  number  more, 
severely  wounded. 

This  tragedy  was  conducted  in  the  most  brutal  and  savage  manner. 
An  old  man,  after  the  massacre  was  partially  over,  threw  himself  into 
their  hands  and  begged  for  quarters,  when  he  was  instantly  shot  down  ; 
that  not  killing  him,  they  took  an  old  corn  cutter  and  literally  man- 
gled him  to  pieces.  A  lad  of  ten  years  of  age,  after  being  shot  down, 
also  begged  to  be  spared,  when  of  them  placed  the  muzzfe  of  his  gun 
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to  Ills  head  and  blew  out  his  brains.  The  slaughter  of  these  people 
not  satisfying  the  mob,  they  then  proceeded  to  mob  and  plunder  the 
people.  The  scene  that  presented  itself  after  the  massacre,  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  killed,  is  beyond  description.  It  was 
truly  a  time  of  weeping-,  of  mourning,  and  of  lamentation.  As  yet, 
we  have  not  heard  of  any  being  arrested  for  these  murders,  notwith- 
standing tliere  are  men  boasting  about  the  country,  that  they  did  kill 
on  that  occasion  more  than  one  Mormon,  whereas,  all  our  people  who 
were  in  the  battle  with  Capt.  Patten  against  Bogart,  that  can  be  found, 
have  been  arreste.l,  and  are  now  connned  in  jail  to  await  their  trial  for 
murder. 

When  Gen.  Lucas  arrived  near  Far  VVest,  and  presented  llie  gover- 
nor's order,  we  v/ero  greatly  surprised,  yet  we  felt  willing  to  submit 
to  the  authorities  of  the  State.  We  gave  up  our  arms  without  reluc- 
tance; we  were  then  made  prisoners,  and  confined  to  the  limits  of  the 
town  for  about  a  week,  during  which  time  the  men  from  the  countr}'' 
were  not  permitted  to  go  to  their  families,  many  of  whom  were  in  a 
suffering  condition  for  the  want  of  food  and  fire-wood,  the  weather  be- 
ing very  cold  and  stormy.  IMuch  properly  was  destroyed  by  the 
troops  in  town  during  their  stay  there  :  such  as  burning  house-logs, 
rails,  corn-crib-,  boards,  &c.,  the  using  of  corn  and  hay,  the  plunder- 
ing of  houses,  the  killing  of  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  and  also  the  tak- 
ing of  horses  not  their  own,  and  all  this  without  regard  to  owners  or 
asking  leave  of  any  one.  In  the  mean  time,  men  were  abused,  wo- 
men insulted  and  abused  by  the  troops,  and  all  this,  while  we  were 
kept  prisoners;  Whilst  the  town  was  guarded  we  were  called  together 
by  the  order  of  Cen.  Lucas,  and  a  guard  placed  close  around  us,  and 
in  that  situation,  were  compelled  to  sign  a  deed  of  trust  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  our  individual  property  all  holden,  as  they  said,  to  pa}' 
all  the  debts  of  every  individua*!  belong^ing  to  the  church,  and  also  to 
pay  for  all  damages  the  old  inhal)itanls  of  Daviess  may  have  sustain- 
ed in  consequence  of  the  late  ditiit-ullies  in  that  county. 

Gen.  Clark  was  now  arrived,  and  iUe  first  important  move  made  b}' 
him  was  the  collecting  of  our  men  together  on  the  square,  and  selected 
out  about  fifty  of  them,  whom  he  immediately  marched  into  a  house, 
and  confined  close;  this  was  done  without  tlie  aid  of  the  Sheriff,  or 
any  letral  proce?is.  'I'he  next  day  forty-six  of  tliose  taken,  wore  driven 
like  a  parcel  of  menial  slaves,  off  to  liichmond,  not  knowing  why 
they  were  taken,  or  what  they  were  taken  for.  After  being  confined 
in  Richmond  more  than  two  weeks,  about  one  half  were  liberated  ; 
the  rest,  after  another  week's  confinement,  were  most  of  them,  required 
to  appear  at  court,  and  have  since  been  lot  to  bail.  Since  Gen.  Clark 
withdrew  his  troops  from  Far  West,  parlies  of  armed  men  have  gone 
througli  the  country,  driving  off  horses,  sheep,  and  cattle,  and  also 
plunderinrr  houses.  'I'lie  barbarity  of  Gen.  Lucas'  troops  ought  not 
to  l)e  passed  over  in  silenc^n  They  shot  our  cattle  and  hogs,  merely  for 
the  sake  of  destroying  them,  leaving  thein  for  the  ravens  to  eat.  They 
took  prisoner  an  aged  man  t)y  the  name  of  name  of  Tanner,  and  with- 
out any  reason  for'tt  he  w?s  struck  over  the  head  with  a  gun,  which 
laid  his  skull  bare.  Another  man  by  the  name  of  Carey  was  also 
takeu  prisoner  by  them,  and  without  any  provocation  had  his  brains 
dashed  out  with  a  frun.     He  was  laid  in  a  wagon,  and  there  permittee! 
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to  remain,  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours,  during  which  lime  no 
one  was  permitted  to  administer  to  him  comfort  or  consolation,  and 
after  he  was  removed  from  that  situation  he  lived  but  a  few  hours. 
The  destruction  of  property,  at  and  about  Far  West,  is  very  great. 
Many  are  stripped  bare  as  it  were,  and  others  partially  so  ;  indeed, 
take  us  a  body,  at  this  time,  we  are  a  poor  and  afflicted  people,  and  if 
we  are  compelled  to  leave  the  State  in  the  spring,  many,  yes,  a  large 
portion  of  our  society,  will  have  to  he  removed  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  as  those  who  otherwise  might  have  helped  them,  are  now  de- 
barred that  privilege  in  consequence  of  the  deed  of  trust  we  were  com- 
pelled to  sign,  which  deed  so  operates  upon  our  real  estate,  that  it  will 
sell  for  but  little  or  nothing  at  this  time.  We  have  now  made  a  brief 
statement  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  the  troubles  that 
have  befallen  our  people  since  their  first  settlement  in  this  State,  and 
we  believe  that  these  persecutions  have  come  in  consequence  of  our 
religious  faith,  and  not  for  any  immorality  on  our  pait.  That  instances 
have  been  of  late,  where  individuals  have  trespassed  upon  the  rights 
of  others,  and  thereby  broken  the  laws  of  the  land,  we  will  not  pre- 
tend to  deny,  but  yet  we  do  believe  that  no  crime  can  be  substantiated 
against  any  of  the  people  who  have  a  standing  in  our  church,  of  an 
earlier  date  than  the  difficulties  in  Daviess  county.  And  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  rights  of  this  people  have  been  trampled  upon  from 
time  to  time,  with  impunity,  and  abuses  heaped  upon  them  almost  in- 
numerable, it  ought,  in  some  degree,  to  palliate  for  any  infraction  of 
the  law,  which  may  have  been  made   on  the  part  of  our  people. 

The  late  order  of  Governor  Boggs,  to  drive  us  from  this  State,  or 
exterminate  us,  is  a  thing  so  novel,  unlawful,  tyranical  and  oppres- 
sive, that  we  have  been  induced  to  draw  up  this  memorial,  and  pre- 
sent this  statement  of  our  case  to  your  honorable  body,  praying  that  a 
law  may  be  passed  rescinding  the  order  of  the  Governor  to  drive  us 
from  the  State,  and  also  giving  us  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature  to 
inherit  our  lands  in  peace — we  ask  an  expression  of  the  Legislature, 
disapproving  the  conduct  of  those  who  compelled  us  to  sign  a  deed  of 
trust,  and  also  disapproving  of  any  man  or  set  of  men,  taking  our  pro- 
perty in  consequence  of  that  deed  of  trust,  and  appropriating  it  to  the 
payment  of  debts  not  contracted  by  us,  or  for  the  payment  of  dam;iges 
sustained  in  consequence  of  trespasses  committed  by  others.  We 
have  no  common  stock,  our  property  is  individual  properly,  and  we 
feel  willing  to  pay  our  debts  as  other  individuals  do,  but  we  are  net 
willing  to  be  bound  for  other  people's  debts  also. 

The  arms  which  were  taken  from  us  here,  which  we  understand  to 
be  about  630,  besides  swords  and  pistols,  we  care  not  so  much  about, 
as  we  do  the  pay  for  them;  only  we  are  bound  to  do  military  duty, 
which  we  are  willing  to  do,  and  which  we  think  was  sufficiently 
manifested  by  the  raising  of  a  volunteer  company  last  fall,  at  Far 
West,  when  called  upon  by  Gen.  Parks,  to  raise  troops  for  the  frontier. 

The  arms  given  up  by  us  we  consider  were  worth  between  twelve 
and  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  but  we  understand  they  have  been  greatly 
damaged  since  taken,  and  at  this  time,  probably  would  not  bring 
near  their  former  value.  And  as  they  were,  both  here  and  in  Jack- 
son county,  taken  by  the  militia,  and  consequently  by  the  authority  of 
the  State,  we  therefore  ask  your  honorable  body  to  cause  an  appro- 
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priation  to  l)e  made  by  law,  whereby  we  may  be  paid  for  them,  or 
otherwise  have  them  returned  to  us  and  the  damages  made  ffood. 
The  losses  sustained  by  our  people  in  leaving  Jackson  county  are  so 
situated  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  compensation  for  them  by 
law,  because  those  who  have  sustained  them  are  unable  to  prove  those 
trespasses  upon  individnals.  That  the  facts  do  exist,  that  the 
buildings,  crops,  stock,  furniture,  rails,  timber,  &c.,  of  the  society, 
have  been  destroyed  in  Jackson  county,  is  not  doubted  by  those  who 
are  acquainted  in  this  upper  country,  and  since  these  trespasses  can- 
not be  proved  upon  individuals,  we  ask  your  honorable  body  to  con- 
sider this  case,  and  if,  in  your  liberality  and  wisdom,  you  can  con- 
ceive it  to  be  proper  to  make  an  appropriation  by  law  to  these  sufferers, 
many  of  whom  are  still  pressed  down  witli  poverty,  in  consequence  of 
their  losses,  would  be  able  to  pay  their  debts,  and  also  in  son.e  degree 
be  relieved  from  poverty  and  woe,  whilst  the  widow's  heart  w-ould  be 
made  to  rejoice  and  the  orphan's  tear  nieasurabl}'  dried  up,  and  the 
prayers  of  a  grateful  people  ascend  on  high,  with  thanksgiving  and 
praise  to  the  Author  of  our  existence  for  that  beneficent  act. 

In  laying  our  case  before  your  honorable  body,  we  say  that  we  are 
willing,  and  ever  have  been,  to  conform  to  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States  and  of  this  State.  We  ask,  in  common  with 
others,  the  proteclioir  of  the  laws.  We  ask  for  the  privilege  guaran- 
teed to  all  free  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  and  of  this  StaTe  to  be 
extended  to  us,  that  we  may  be  permitted  to  settle  and  live  where  we 
please,  and  worship  God  according  to  tiie  dictates  of  our  own  con- 
science without  molestation.  And  while  we  ask  for  ourselves  this 
privilege  we  are  willing  all  others  should  enjoy  ihe  same. 

We  now  lay  our  case  at  the  feet  of  your  Legislature,  and  ask  your 
honorable  body  to  consider  it,  and  do  for  us,  after  mature  delil)eration, 
that  which  your  wisdom,  patriotism  and  philanthropy  may  dictate. 
And  we,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

EDWARD  PATRIDGE, 
IIEBER  C.  KIMBALL, 
JOHN  TAYLOR, 
THEODORE  TURLEY, 
BRIGHAM  YOUNG, 
ISAAC   MORLEY, 
GEORGE   W.  HARRIS, 
JOHN   MURDOCK, 
JOHN  M.  BURK. 

A  commilloe  appointed  by  the  citiz'^ns  of  Caldwell  county  to  dratt 
this  memorial,  and  sign  it  in  tiieir  bciialf. 

Far  West,  Caldwell  Co.,  Mo.,  Dec.  10,  1838. 

The  following  address  was  delivered  at  Far  West  by  Major  Gen. 
(Jlark  to  the  Mormons,  after  they  had  surrendered  their  arms  and 
themselves  prisoners  of  war. 

"  GE.NTLiiMEN : — Y'ou  wliose  names  are  not  attached  '.o  this  list  of 
names  will  now  have  the  privilege  of  going  to  your  fields  to  obtain 
corn  for  your  fimilies,  wood,  &c.  Those  that  are  now  taken  will  go 
from  thence  to  prison,  be  tried,  and  receive  the  due  demerit  of  their 
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crimes — but  you  are  now  at  liberty,  all  but  such  as  charges  may  be 
hereafter  preferred  against.  It  now  devolves  upon  you  to  fulfil  the 
treaty  that  you  have  entered  into,  the  leading  items  of  which  I  now 
lay  before  you.  The  first  of  these  you  have  already  complied  with, 
whicii  is,  that  you  deliver  up  your  leading  men  to  be  tried  according 
to  law.  Second,  that  you  deliver  up  your  arms — this  has  been  atten- 
ded to.  The  third  is,  that  you  sign  over  your  properties  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  war — this  you  have  also  done.  Another  thing  yet  re- 
mains for  you  to  comply  with  :  that  is,  that  you  leave  the  State  forth- 
with ;  and  whatever  your  feelings  concerning  this  affair,  whatever 
your  innocence,  it  is  nothing  to  me.  Gen.  Lucas,  wiio  is  equal  in 
authority  with  me,  has  made  this  treaty  with  you.  I  am  determined 
to  see  it  executed.  The  orders  of  the  Governor  to  me  were  that  you 
should  be  exterminated,  and  not  allowed  to  continue  in  the  State  ;  and 
had  your  leader  not  been  given  up,  and  the  treaty  complied  with  be- 
fore this,  you  and  your  families  would  have  been  destroyed  and  your 
houses  in  ashes. 

There  is  a  discretionary  power  vested  in  my  hanJs  which  I  shall 
try  to  exercise  for  a  season.  I  did  not  say  that  you  shall  go  now 
but  you  must  not  think  of  staying  here  another  season  or  of  pat- 
ting in  crops  ;  for  the  moment  you  do,  the  citizens  will  he  upon 
yon.  I  am  determined  to  see  the  Governor's  jMessage  fulfilled, 
but  shall  not  come  upon  you  immediately — do  not  think  that  I 
shall  act  as  I  have  done  any  more — but  if  I  have  to  come  again, 
because  the  treaty  which  you  have  made  here  shall  be  broken, 
you  need  not  expect  any  mercy,  but  extermination — for  I  am 
determined  the  Governor's  order  shall  be  executed.  As  for  your 
leaders,  do  not  once  think — do  not  imagine  for  a  moment — do 
not  let  it  enter  your  mind,  that  they  will  be  delivered,  or  that 
you  will  see  their  faces  again,  for  their  fate  is  fixed,  their  die  is 
cast — their  doom  is  sealed. 

I  am  soriy,  gentlemen,  to  see  so  great  a  number  of  apparently 
intelligent  men  found  in  the  situation  that  you  are  ;  and,  uh  1  that 
I  could  invoke  the  spirit  of  the  unknown  God  to  rest  upon  you, 
and  deliver  you  from  tliat  awful  chain  of  superstition,  and  liberate 
you  from  those  fetters  of  fanaticism  with  which  you  are  bound. 
I  would  advise  you  to  scatter  abroad  and  never  again  organize 
with  Bishops,  Presidents,  Sec,  lest  you  excite  the  jealousies  of 
the  people,  and  subject  yourselves  to  the  same  calamities  that 
have  now  come  upon  you.  You  have  always  been  the  aggres- 
sors— you  have  brought  upon  yourselves  these  difficulties  by  being 
disaffected,  and  not  being  subject  to  rule — and  my  advice  is  that 
you  become  as  other  citizens,  lest  by  a  recurrence  of  these  evciits 
you  bring  upon  yourselves  irretrievable  ruin. 


AFFIDAVIT    OF    AMASA    LYMAN. 


Arnasa  Lyman,  witness  for  the  defendants,  being  sworn,  depo- 
seth  and  saith,  that  sotnetime  in  the  forepart  of  October  last, 
while  on  his  way  from  De  Witt,  some  two  or  three  days  after  the 
Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints  left  De  Witt  for  Far  West,  in  com- 
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pany  with  a  Mr.  Dann,  of  Far  West,  we  were  taked  prisoners  by 
a  company  of  armed  men,  numbering  from  15  to  25,  varying  at 
times.  Tliey  had  with  them  a  cannon  which  they  said  they  were 
going  to  take  to  Daviess  county,  and  were  going  to  commence  a 
war  of  extermination  with  the  Mormons,  and  in  case  the  inhab- 
i(ants  of  Caldwell  county  interfered  they  should  share  the  same 
fate. 

The  name  of  the  captain  of  the  company  was  W.  B.  Hender- 
son, who  said  he  had  once  been  called  out  to  go  to  Daviess 
county,  and  had  acted  as  a  lieutenant  in  tlie  militia,  but  he  was 
now  going  on  a  different  hook,  because  he  was  free  from  military 
law.  The  witness  was  detained  by  said  company  four  days,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  heard  many  threats  against  the  IMorinons. 
They  said  they  intended  to  exterminate  the  Mormons  and  take 
their  improvements  and  wives  to  themselves.  Some  of  the  com- 
pany were  for  having  the  prisoners  executed,  as  an  offset  against 
some  of  their  men,  whom  they  supposed  had  been  taken  pris- 
oners by  the  IMormons  ;  but  on  hearing  they  had  not  been  taken, 
our  lives  were  spared.  The}  said  they  were  going  to  be  assisted 
by  men  from  Livingston,  IJay,  Jackson,  Carroll,  and  other  coun- 
ties, also  from  the  Piatt  county.  'J  here  were  some  in  the 
company  from  Linn  county.  The  witness,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Dunn,  who  was  a  prisoner  also,  was  taken  to  a  Mrr 
White's  in  Livingston  county,  (the  place  where  the  cannon 
was  said  to  be  found  by  the  31ormons.)  and  discharged.  This  was 
before  the  burning  in  Daviess  county.  About  the  time  of  our 
arrival  at  Far  West,  a  report  came  into  the  place  stating  that  a 
mob  was  about  collecting  at  Bunkham  for  the  purpose  of  burning 
Far  West  if  they  had  suflicient  strength  ;  and  if  not,  to  commence 
depredations  on  tlie  outskirts  of  the  Mormon  settlements  by 
driving  tlicm  off  and  burning  their  houses.  It  was  therefore 
thought  best  to  send  out  a  spy  company  to  that  vicinity  to  watch 
the  movements  of  the  mobs  if  there  should  be  any,  and  report  to 
Far  West.  Accordingly,  a  company  of  ten  men  was  raised  of 
which  I  had  the  command.  We  were  instructed  to  range  the 
southern  line  of  Caldwell  county,  and  watch  the  movements  of 
armed  bodies  of  men,  if  any  were  there,  and  in  case  they  should 
commit  any  depredations  upon  the  citizens  of  Caldwell,  v,e  were 
to  report  to  Far  West  immediately.  We  \vere  to  act  entirely  on 
the  defensive,  and  not  to  injure  any  people  in  person  or  property 
except  an  attack  should  be  made  upon  us  in  our  own  county,  or 
upon  some  of  the  families  of  some  of  our  people.  The  deponent 
further  sailh  that  he  has  been  personally  acquainted  with  Joseph 
Smith,  Jr.,  Hiram  Smith,  and  Sidney  Uigdon,  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  their  teachings  concerning  the  laws  of  the  land  have 
uniformly  been  to  have  them  observed  in  every  particular  and 
further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

A:\L\SA  LYMAN. 
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.  [KopU- in  person  or  projicrtv 

"  :  njK)n  IIS  in  our  on  n  county,  ^r 

if  llio  (aiiiilifs  i)(  ^o^lc•  of  our  people.     'J'lio  <Icp(jiicnt 

li  that  lie  lias  hccn  pcrsoniiily  actpiainted  w i I li  Joseph 

SiiiUli,  Jr.,  Hiram  Hniitli,  and   Sidney  KifjJon,   f«;r   a   niiinljcr  of 

yeara,  and  their  loachinps  concerninp  the  laws   of  the  land  have 

iiniformlyijcen  lo  have   them  ol-scrted  in  every  particular   and 

further  :hiA  deponent  saitli  not. 

^M^SA   I.VMAX. 


